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Crime Correspondent 


A disturbing picture emerged yester- 
day of a British society caught up in 
a culture of drugs, wi descale illegali- 
ty, official corruption, and an inabil- 
ity to cope with the rising tide of 
narcotic abuse. 

A Home Office study estimates that 
there are more than 30 million drug 
deals each year in London alone, of 
which only one in every 4,000 street 
sales results in an arrest. If the aver- 
age deal costs £20 the annual amount 
spent by consumers on drugs in the 
capital is £600m. 

Researchers also highlighted a fraud 
involving private donors being paid £25 
bribes to prescribe large amount of 
drugs to addicts. Users charged new 
drug consumers an introductory fee to 
meet the corrupt donors. 

The report Tackling Local Drug 
Markets gives a fascinating but de- 
pressing insight in the secretive world 
of dealers, buyers, and addicts. It shows 


A drugs such as heroin, crack cocaine, 
and ecstasy, that takes place in pub- 
lic or semi public places. 

Of the estimated 30 million drugs 
transactions in London each year, deals 
that take place on the street or in pub- 
lic places are believed to account for 
between three and five million. The 
majority of sales, usually of cannabis, 
occur in homes. 

The people questioned spent on av- 
erage £333 a week or £1.7,300 a year 
on their drug habit. 

The core of the research examined 
six street dealing sites in London. A 
picture of each area or “marker was 
built up using interviews with drug 
users, probation officers, the police, 
and drug workers. 

A picture of a multi drug abuse 
emerged in which orders were taken 
on stolen mobile phones, people 
queued to obtain illegal drugs from 
pharmacies, secret identities were 
used, consumers bought their daily fix 
along with their shopping and a casual 
disregard for the police were com- 


monplace. Hard drugs appeared freely 
ulab 


? ' 


Labour’s 
warning of 
crime wave 


available in all the areas studied.. 

The researchers also discovered a 
scam involving corrupt private doctors 
and pharmacists. The private GPs were 
charging a weekly £25 “consultation 


fee" to be paid before the prescriptions 
ided over. Some doctors are 


were hanc 
believed to have long lists of “clients" 
who take advantage of the system. 


The spectre of increased urban 
lawlessness will be raised today 
by shadow Chancellor Gordon 
Brown, writes Anthony Bevins. 

Although the Government was 
able to take comfort from a fall 
In unemployment yesterday, It 
faced a Bank of England chal- 
lenge on interest rates and the 
Wirral South by-election cam- 
paign was dominated by 
Unilever's warning on European 
Monetary Union. 

Mr Brown will warn today that, 
"The re-election of the Tories 
would risk the creation of a fifth- 
term underclass that would take 
us down the road of America, 
with no-work and no-go inner city 
areas plagued by lawlessness." 

Politics, page 6 
Business, page 6 


“The least scrupulous of private pre- 
scribes can maintain high throughput 


by offering minimal patient care: 
some respondents tola us that they 


how drugs, sleeping tablets and pre- 
scribed medicines arc illegally obtained 
via a clandestine web of contacts. Deal- 
ers go to extraordinary means to pro- 
tect themselves from the police and 
complex relationships are established 
between the traffickers and clients. 

The finding? arc be limed to mirror 
other large cities in Britain, where law 
enforcement officers and drug work- 
ers have conceded that drug abuse is 
continuing to spiral out of control. 

The study, by the Police Research 
Group, focuses on the dealing of 
pharmaceutical medicines and Class 


were given prescriptions in the absence 
of drug screening, medical histories 
and urine tests." said the report. 

They found that excessive amount 
of drugs were being prescribed, sug- 
gesting the doctor knew some were for 
resale. 

Drug users reported that pharma- 
cists could also make large amount of 
money by handling the private pre- 
scriptions. “Some of our respondents 
firmly believed that their doctor and 
pharmacist worked in profit sharing 
partnerships," said the report. 

“Pharmacists often allow users 
credit This enabled the users to col- 
lect half their prescription, sell it and 
then pay off the pharmacist and col- 
lect the remainder of the prescription." 

Researchers estimate that of the 
500,000 people in London who regu- 
larly take illicit drugs - mostly cannabis 
- between 20,000 and 40,000 are 
“problem users". In 1994 the Metro- 
politan Police prosecuted or cau- 
tioned 23,000 people for drug 
possession or supply offences. 

Sales of street heroin were typical- 
ly £10 for a 0. lg bag, crack was on av- 
erage £20 for a rock. Users obtained 
their money from a number of meth- 
ods including drug dealing, benefit 
fraud, shoplifting and prostitution. 

Two-thirds of the people inter- 
viewed said their market place was vi- 
olent. Being mugged, either for drugs 



Official report 
lifts lid on £ 600 m 
drugs market 


THE INNER CITY 


A mixture of luxury housing, poor council estates, street 
markets, restaurants. Drugs .available from West Indian 
dealers and street vendors. Buyers “would sometimes buy 
drugs while doing their weekly shopping”. 

Drags: Heroin, cannabis, crack, and prescribed drags such 
as methadone. 


Some doctors make “large sums of money easily by 
Issuing repeat prescriptions on a weekly basis to 
dependent drug users. The weekly consultation fee is 
usually £25. Pharmacists often allow users credit” 
Drags: injectable methadone, amphetamines and 
tranquillisers. 




Poor working-class area, with mix of white and Asian and 
black. “Contacting sellers via their mobile phones was the 
norm. Some buyers had up to 10 or more sellers' mobile 
phone numbers. Most phones were cloned or stolen.” 
Drugs: Heroin and crack among whites and second gener- 
ation Bangladeshis; also ecstasy, LSD and temazepam. 


THE RAILWAY STATION 


Train station (believed to be king’s Cross), where 
prostitutes and street drinkers congregate. Buyers and 
sellers come from all parts of city. 24-hour market. Drugs 
usually bought within 10 minutes of arriving at market 
Drags: Heroin, crack, and some amphetamines, ecstasy 
Temazepam and cannabis. 


Vibrant street culture based on pubs and clubs. 
Predominately white buyers who are based around 
entrance to underground station. Prostitutes spent up to 
£2,000 a week on drugs 

Drugs: Heroin from Italian dealers and crack cocaine from 
Afro-Caribbeans. Cannabis for casual users and tourists. 


Drug culture: Ewan McGregor in the acclaimed fibn Trainspotting 


Photograph: Liam Longman/Polygram 


or money, was commonplace and in 
some areas turf ware between rival 
gangs took place. 

In most of the areas studied drugs 
could be obtained 24 hours a day. In 
one market users seeking a fix said it 
took on average about 10 minutes to 
get their drugs. Stolen mobile phones 
were frequently used by dealers to take 
orders for drugs. The phones were re- 
cycled among the criminal fraternity 
to avoid detection by the police. 

In poor, multi-ethnic, inner-citv 
areas the white, Asian, and West In- 


dian dealers competed to provide 
narcotics, which often led to vio- 
lence. 

Even apparently rich areas suf- 
fered from the blight of drug abuse. 
In one area the researchers noted: 
“Buyers commented that this was a 
pleasant area in which to shop: they 
would sometimes buy drugs while 
doing their weekly shopping or sit and 
have a coffee while waiting for a sell- 
er. The stalls, shops and people are also 
provided opportunities for shoplifting 
and selling goods." 


In this cosmopolitan area heroin was 
available in ftxtuguesecafe, cannabis from 
street vendors, crack- from Wfest Indians, 
and pharmareuticals from a chemist 
Among the recommendations were 
calls to tighten up controls over pri- 
vate prescriptions and pharmacy dis- 
pensing, more used of surveillance 
cameras, increase the police practice 
of monitoring drug dealer's mobile 
telephones, and make more use of sur- 
veillance operations. Driving prosti- 
tutes off the streets may also help in 
lowering the demand for drugs. 


Blair was alerted to Doncaster 
shenanigans 18 months ago 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


Tony Blair was alerted to wide- 
spread abuses among the ruling 
Labour clique on Doncaster 
council almost IS months ago. 

A former councillor, Ron 
Rose, received no reply to the 
letter which was delivered to Mr 
Blair by Tony Booth, the 
Labour Party leader’s actor 
father-in-law and a friend of Mr 
Rose. 

Mr Rose was told dial [he 
letter had been passed to offi- 
cials at partv headquarters. He 
wrote again' last month, outlin- 
ing the way in which the Min- 
ing Community Group, a small 
group of leading councillors, 
“meets in secret to dispense pa- 
tronage and favours' . 

Mr Booth said last night: 
“Tony Blair read the letter and 
passed it on to be dealt with by 
Labour Party' officials. 


On Tuesday, The Independent 
revealed that some members 
of the ruling Labour group in 
Doncaster had flown around the 
world and gone on drunken 
hinges at the expense of coun- 
cil taxpayers. 

Mr Rose's letters describe 
several similar events and pro- 
vide evidence of widespread 
misbehaviour by councillors. 
His second letter says: “Don- 
caster is a can of worms for the 
party", and he goes on to make 
allegations against a number of 
senior members. 

Mr Rose, a playwright who 
wrote a BBC TV 'series. Love 
and Reason, about a corrupt lo- 
cal council, fell foul of the Min- 
ing Community Group when he 
was a councillor between 1986 
and 1990. The second letter ad- 
dressed to Mr Blair describes a 
series of events over the past 15 
years during which the council 
was allegedly run by a cabal. 


Sally Morgan, one of Mr 
Blair's aides, telephoned Mr 
Rose to say that she was deal- 
ing with the matter. 

Mr Rose, who was suspend- 
ed from the party after writing 
a letter to the local paper about 
the Mining Community Group, 
says he was the victim of a 
“vendetta because of ray fight 
against corruption on the' coun- 
cil." He is seeking "a commit- 
ment from the party for an 
independent and properly qual- 
ified investigation into' Don- 
caster District Labour Party". 

The letter to Mr Blair goes 
on: “The Mining Community 
Group still meets in secret to 
dispense patronage and 
favours". 

Mr Rose’s first letter to the 
Labour leader in October 1995 
also refers to allegations of 
"systematic corruption that is 
endemic within the Doncaster 
Labour Group". He said: “The 





main weapon to be used was the 
payment of HUM members' to 
attend meetings to back NUM 
motions and nominees". The 
system was later "hijacked to. 
take over the local councfl”, ac- 
cording to Mr Rose. 

Mr Rose said last night: “I 


wrote to Tony Blair because I 
know we now have someone in 
the leader’s office who is pre- 
pared to tackle this type of is- 
sue unong local Labour parties. 
Ms Morgan was very sympa- 
thetic and said she would be 
coming back to me." 

On Tuesday night, one of the 
Labour councillors who had 
gone on several trips abroad at 
the council's expense, Tony 
Sellars, won his third ward 
nomination for the Don Yhlley 
seat which is currently vacant 
following the death of Martin 
Redmond. 

Mr Sellars has so far won all 
three ward nominations. The 
party's National Executive 
Committee wiU be meeting next 
Monday to interview the can- 
didates and decide on a short- 
list, which will be voted on next 
month by local Labour -Party 
members. 

Leading article, page 17 


QUICKLY 


OX offered deal 

Fred Goldman, the father of 
Ronald Goldman, who was 
killed with OJ Simpson's wife 
Nicole, offered to give up all 
claims on the $25m punitive 
damages awarded against Mr 
Simpson if the footballer signed 
a detailed confession to be 
broadcast and published across 
the United StuLes. Page 2 


Labour censure 

A Labour censure motion 
against the Agriculture Minis- 
ter Douglas Hogg is to be 
tabled for Commons debate 
on Monday, adding to the pre- 
election pressure on the gov- 
ernment. If the motion is 
carried Mr Hogg would be 
forced to resign, and Labour 
could put down a confidence 
motion. 


Prison officer found 

The body of the mfccmg White- 
moor prison officer Peter Cur- 
ran was found in a car dragged 
from a canal in Cambridgeshire. 
He vanished in March 1994, two 
days after being suspended for 
smuggling toiletries into jail. He 
was also linked lo the escape of 
IRA prisoners. • Page 4 
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Seven are charged over 
college fraud inquiry 

Six people have been charged with conspiracy to defraud a 
Birmingham college following an investigation into alleged 
phantom courses. A seventh person has been charged with forgery 
in connection with the two-year police inquiry into the running of 
community courses on behalf of Boumvilie College of Further 
Education. Detectives from the West Midlands Police Fraud Squad 
charged the four men and three women, who all come from the 
Birmingham area, within the last fortnight. They will appear before 
magistrates later this month. 

The police investigation ceutred on courses run on behalf of 
Boumvilie College for members of Birmingham's Asian 
community. They included Islamic studies, "sewing and En glis h 
language for women. The college funded the programmes but 
franchised out the teaching to four local training provider 
organisations. Police were called in in January 1995 following 
claims that some courses had never taken place and that students 
reported to be on the roll did not exist. Lucy Ward 

Irish suicides on the increase 

The Irish Republic's suicide rate is the fastest-rising in Europe, 
according to a report published yesterday. But Ireland is still near 
the bottom of Europe’s suicide "league table ", according to the 
Irish Medical Journal which gave depression and alcoholism as the 
chief reasons for Irish people killing themselves. 

The journal's report. Psychiatric and Social Background to 
Suicide, said the people most at risk from taking their own lives in 
Ireland were those under the age of 30.The survey indicated that 
untQ the early 1980s. 90 per cent of Irish suicides were attributed to 
mental illness, but since that time crime, drugs problems and 
changes in family structures had led to a range of new causes. 

Safe seat for Labour frontbencher 

The last Labour frorubench MP left without a constituency at the 
general election is to tight for a safe seat vacated at the last minute 
by a 71 year-old left-winger. Bryan Davies, the party's higher 
education spokesman, will take part in a truncated selection battle 
in Newport West South Wales, where Roy Hughes announced hit 
intention to retire on Tuesday. Mr Hughes' decision has also 
sparked rumours that Alan Howarth. the former Tory minister who 
defected to Labour, could be given the seaL However, members 
will be given the chance to vote in a ballot and would be unlikely to 
choose him. Mr Davies’ Oldham constituency disappeared in 
boundary changes. Fran Abrams 

Forsyth backs Dunblane plea 

Michael Forsyth, the Secretary of State for Scotland, lasl night 
added his voice to an appeal by the Dunblane parents for privacy 

on the anniversary of the 
massacre. The parents and 
relatives of the victims of the 
tragedy have asked for the 
media to stay away from the 
town on 13 March. They 
have also asked for a "simple 
candlelit gesture” to mark the 
day, ending speculation that 
an emotional public memorial 
service will be held. Mr 
Forsyth ( left), who is the local 
MP for Dunblane, said last 
night: "The children and their 
teacher will never be 
forgotten and will be in 
everyone's thoughts on 13 
March. ”It would be 
wonderful if the media respected the wishes of the families for peace 
and privacy on that day. Earlier, in a statement the parents said: 
"Thursday March 13 will mark the first anniversary of the deaths of 
our children and their teacher at Dunblane Primary School. This will 
be a very emotional day for us and for the rest of Dunblane. Ws have 
decided that this must be a day free from media attention, during 
which we will remember our loved ones in our own personal way. Wfe 
do not wish there to be any public event on the anniversary." 

More homeowners join homeless 

An increasing proportion of council and housing association 
tenants are former home owners who have fallen into arrears on 
their mortgages and had to sell up. Nearly two-thirds of 
householders offered accommodation by councils or housing 
associations after being homeowners were classified as homeless 
after defaulting on their mortgages. 

A new survey of tenants by the University of York shows that 
those moving out of council housing are most often younger, 
better-off couples. They are being replaced by poor households, 
often headed by single "parents. More than 70 per cent of 
households accepted as tenants by local authorities or housing 
associations were headed by people aged between 16 and 29. The 
study concludes that "a more mobile population and growing 
concentrations of low income tenants are making it harder to 
sustain stable communities on council and housing association 
estates". David Walker 

Scargill blow as party aide quits 

Just weeks before the general election Arthur Scargill 's tiny 
Socialist Labour Party is in disarray after the resignation of its 
general secretary. Pat Sikorsky, whin was responsible for organising 
the party's election effort has quiL leaving the SLP in crisis. In a 
letter to Mr Scargill. Mr Sikorsky says that he was unable to 
combine the general secretaryship with his job as a guard on 
London Underground. 

While Mr Sikorsky denies any differences of opinion, observers 
of left-wing politics contend that there was a personal and political 
clash with the autocratic Mr Scargill. who is also president of the 
National Union of Mineworkcrs. Mr Sikorsky has returned to 
London Transport haring served three years on the executive of 
the RMT rail union. ~ Barrie Clement 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41.2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1396 


people 
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Fred Goldman: Tireless in his pursuit of Simpson (Photograph: Lee^Ceteiro/Roirti»sJi^;, . ^ ., 

Ultimatum to OJ: Confi 

The jurors’ comments only added totbe^wWespread 
public perception that Simpson get away wifo/agris- 




R eigniting the OJ Simpson drama just as it was 
dropping off the nation's front pages, the father 
of murdered waiter Ronald Goldman offered to 
drop all financial claims against "Simpson yesterday 
m exchange for a public confession. 

“All 1 ever wanted was justice” said Fred Goldman, 
who, together with his ex-wife, won $21 m damages 
against Simpson in a civil law suit which concluded 
earlier this week. “It’s never been an issue about mon- 
ey," Mr Goldman said yesterday as he insisted he did 
not want to “play games”. 

But tus extraordinary offer promised to ratse the pub- 
ic pressue on Simpson since a jury unanimously found 
him liable in the killings of Ron Goldman and his ex- 
wlfe, Nicole Brown Simpson. Almost all the jurors, in 
interviews since the trial, have said they considered 
Mr Simpson not just technically responsible for the 
killings, but "100 per cent" guilty of murder, with the 
evidence against him far beyong a “reasonable 
doubt”. “Finding O. J. Simpson liable of the murders 
and acting with oppression and malice was one of the 
easiest decisions I have ever had to make,” said ju- 
ror Laura Fast-Khazaee, 27, after the trial. 


ing on the golf course fote week, and reportedly 
watched the finalverdicts irta dubfrar witb.his golf- 
Ing buddies. His lawyers (fid not return calls for com 
merit yesterday. - ” ’ V V- 

Mr Goldman told the' Associated PreiSsye^terd 
“If he wanted to sign a confession with ail the details 
of his crime and broadcast it all over the country and 
publish it all over the nation, I woukfdrop'the judge- 
ment" ^ 

Mr Goldman, the driving force behind the civil suit 
against Simpson, and his most vokrifetous public ac- 
cuser, first raised the idea in an interview witti a DaF 
las-based Christian radio station. He" said he had 
borrowed it in turn from a talk show in Los Angeles, 
where the right-wjng radio hosts have aimed at bar- 
rage of attacks on Simpson. Asked if it was likeiy to 
happen, he said, "easy to say; easy tdrib, never go- 
ing to happen. This person hasn't taken responsibly 
Ity for any of his actions through fife lifetime."**-. - 

Tim ComwefT, Los Angeles 


Social worker 
wins award for 
exposing abuse 

Alison Taylor, the former social 
worker who blew the whistle on 
the child abuse scandal in North 
Wales, has won an award from 
the Campaign for Freedom of 
Information in recognition of those 
who have fought to overcome 
official secrecy. 

Mrs Taylor (right) was dismissed 
from her job as manager of a 
home iri Gwynedd for trying to 
expose abuse affecting as many 
as 2,000 children, and refused to 
accept a financial settlement 
containing a gagging clause. 

When she challenged her sacking 
at an industrial tribunal she won an 
out-of-court settlement without a 
secrecy clause, and continued to 
campaign to get the allegations 
heard publicly. 

She subsequently made 
approaches to the Welsh Office, 
the social services inspectorate 
and others but these were 
unsuccessful. 

In 1 991 , she took a dossier of 
allegations from more than 1 00 
children to the police, and a police 
inquiry later led to the conviction 
of seven care workers. Finally, a 



judicial inquiry was set up and last 
month began taking evidence 
about the child abuse. 

In recognition of her stand, the 
Campaign said: “Alison Taylor’s 
refusal to be silenced has been 
one of the critical factors in finally 
bringing the scandal into the light" 
Mrs Taylor is now a successful 
novelist 

Another of the annual awards, 
presented last night went to the 
Tory MP Quentin Davies, for his 
efforts to ensure there was no 
cover-up over the Willetts affair 
and the Scott report. Jojo Moyes 


Iran refuses to 
condemn bounty 
on Rushdie 

Iran was angrily criticised by the 
Government yesterday after it 
emerged that the bounty on 
Salman Rushdie's head had been 
increased from $2m to $2.5m, 
about El .5m. 

Despite official claims that it had 
nothing to do with increasing the 
reward for fulfilling the fatwa, or ' 
death sentence, on the author, the 
Foreign Office called upon Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani to pub- 
licly condemn it - something the 
Iranian leader has so far failed to 
do. 

The reward was increased by 
the 15 Khordad Foundation, a 
shadowy organisation which Iran 
claims is independent 

President Rafsanjani has insist- 
ed that the comments do not re- 
flect official policy. His government 
says it cannot overturn the fatwa 
but it has given an undertaking not 
to send agents to kill him. 

The Foreign Office said in a 
statement yesterday that it did not 
accept the Iranian assurances and 
demanded more preventative ac- 
tion from President Rafsanjani. 

Steve Boggan 


Snowdon’s lover killed herself while depressed 


Lord Snowdon's former lover, Ann Hills, killed herself 
with a massive overdose of paracetamol which was 
washed down with wine, an inquest heard yesterday. 

The 55-year-old divorced mother-of-two probably 
committed suicide “on the spur of the moment” be- 
cause she was depressed at her inability to have 
long-lasting relationships with men, Westminster 
Coroner's Court was totd. 

The body of Mrs Hills was found by her father El- 
liott Philipp, 81, on the roof of her flat in the West End 
of London on the afternoon of New Year's Day. 

Police were called by friends who were concerned 
they could not contact Mrs Hills, a freelance journal- 
ist Despite an extensive search they failed to find her 
body, which was hidden by a chimney. Her father 
found her body in a kneeling position later that day. 


Royer supermini crashes 
to bottom of car survey 

TTie repuUitibii of the Rover 100, shown in Department of 
Transport tests to be the least “safe"' of the supermini, suffered 


another dent yesterday, when it was voted bortora of its class and 
described as ^ol&^&Sad In every way 71 . The damning verdict was 
given m a national^JEvey'by BBC Top Gear magazine, which 
placed the VW Jpdlcrtdp'of its category. 

There was moresbad news for Rover in the coupd class, where 
foe Rover SOO came lxntbm and was considered “cramped, dated 
arid ugty 7 ’. .The f‘sfriting looks” of the Fiat Coup6 took it to the top 
this csUegbiy.Jfop fondly car was the Flat Bravo/Brava, while 
bottom was foe Lada Rjva. The Ford Mondeo - “simply a good 
car” to drive - topped foe medium car range, with the Daewood 
Espero bottom. • 


SCIENCE 


Black holes are universal 

Evidence or a huge black hole at the heart of a nearby galaxy 
makes it more likely that die m y ste r ious objects are a common 
feature of the universe. Astronomers using the Hobble Space 
Telescope discovered that mass equivalent to about 3.4 million 
suns was squashed into a region only about one light year across 
at the centre of the galaxy Messier 32. 

M32 is a small companion of the nearest large spiral galaxy to 
our own Milky Way - the Andromeda galaxy, 22 million light years 
awayJBlack holes, thought to form when massive stars shrink at 
foe end of their lives, have such a strong gravity that nothing can 
escape from then, not even light. They distort time and space to 
such a degree that the normal laws of physics break down. 

The findings are published in foe science journal Nature by 
researchers from the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, 
New Jersey. " 



WELFARE 

Benefit reform fails to cut costs 

Attempts to cut back sharply on the amount of benefit paid to 
people unable to work through. disability or illness have proved . 
much harder than expected, with only half foe expected number of 
claimants being disqualified from benefits, according to a report by 
the National Audit Office. 

The Government had hoped to make savings of £415m, out of 
spending of around £7.5bn. through introducing the incapacity 
benefit m April 1995 to replace sickness and invalidity benefits 
because the new system bad tighter rules designed to bar many 
people from the benefiL However, savings were £135m less than 
forecast because the Benefits Agency, which administers foe 
benefiL was unable to process as many cases as planned and was 
unable to disallow as many claims as expected. Christian Wolmar 


SCIENCE 

Is the world getting weirder? 

The FT Index rose by 2.9 per cent last year. This may not be good 
news for investors, for this FT Index is not the usual economic 
indicator, bat the ‘‘weirdness index" calculated by the Fortean 
Times , the journal of strange and inexplicable phenomena. For the 
past few years, it has published an index based on the number of 
weird stories spotted by their readers in the pages of the world's 
press. And the figures show that 1996 was 2.9 per cent up on 1995. 

The publishers add the reassuring information that the figures 
reflect an interest in weirdness rather than necessarily weirdness 
itself. Indeed, were it not for the attacks on farm animals by the 
Puerto Rican Goatsucker and the discovery of possible life on 
Mars, foe index would scarcely be higher than in foe previous year. 
With Spontaneous Human Combustion going through a relatively 
damp patch and S warmings considerably down, the evidence of a 
genera] upward trend in weirdness is weak. William Hartston 
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Her brother, Alan Philipp told the inquest Mrs Hills 
had been divorced since 1981. She had worked hard 
and was quite successful but although she had many 
friends, her inability to secure lasting male friend- 
ships may have made her concerned about her future 
happiness, he said. 

Coroner Dr Paul Knapman said Mrs Hills had spent 
Christmas in Norfolk with her ex-husband and sons. 

Mrs Hills' GP, Professor Patrick Pietroni, said she 
had spoken of her unhappiness at times but had nev- 
er exhibited signs of depression and he had never 
prescribed medication for this. 

Pathologist Dr Ian Hill said Mrs Hills had taken "a 
very substantial overdose of paracetamol" as well as 
the tranquilliser Temazepam in a therapeutic amount 
with foe equivalent of two glasses of wine. 
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RADIO 3. BREAKING NEW SOUND BARRIERS 



FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURY, RADIO 3 IS CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF GREAT MUSIC. HIGHLIGHTING THE 
COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VITALITY AND RANGE OF THE 20TH CENTURY, ‘SOUNDING THE CENTURY' BEGINS WITH 
PIERRE BOULEZ CONDUCTING STRAVINSKY’S ‘RITE OF SPRING’. SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16TH. 7.30PM. 
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news 


Surreal 
moment 
as rare 
Man Ray 
is found 


Matthew Brace 
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A rare and valuable print by the American 
artist and photographer Man Ray has been 
unearthed in an attic, having lain hidden for 
more than 25 years. 

The Man Ray Rayogram - a camera-less 
photograph taken by pladng objects cm 
light-sensitive paper and exposing them to 
ligfat from above - is inscribed by the 
photographer on the back and marked 
“orkpna! . 

The find has excited Sotheby’s, in London, 
where the photograph and 248 others, 
inchiding prims by the American landscape 
photographer Edward Weston, will go to 
auction on 2 May. The Man Ray atone is 
expected to fetch upwards of £3QjOOO. 

The auctioneers' photographic expert, 
Philippe Garner, a senior director at 
Sotheby's, said yesterday that the discoven 1 
of the collection was “possibly the most 
exciting group of photographs to have 
turned up in this way in the last 30 years’*. 

Man Ray lived in Paris for much of his 
working life. He was linked to the Dada and 
Surrealkt movements although he was also 
known as an experimenter and to a large 
extent, reinvented photography. He died 
in 1976. 

Mr Garner said the collection was put 
together by Helene Anderson, a German 
photographer who gathered most of the 
photographs in the 1920s and 193(ls before 
the sweep of Nazism stemmed much of the 
free flow of art in Germany. 

In 1939 Anderson based up her collection 
and sent it eastwards, out of harm's way, to 
her parents m Silesia. Later, as the Russians 
advanced, the boxes were moved again, this 
time to Frankfurt where Anderson settled 
until her death m 1971. 

“Helene Anderson had an exceptional eye 
and understanding for the dynamic 
developments ... in photography in 
Germany and elsewhere during the 20s and 
30s and set about budding a collection to 
illustrate the finest achievements of the 
avant-garde,” said Mr Gamer. 

“When she died, her son knew be was left 
with a number of boxes but did not know 
what was inside them. Only recently, 25 
years after his mother’s death, did he realise 
be might have something important.” 

The whole collection is expected to fetch 
something in the region of £650,000. 
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Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent ^ 

WH Smith. Britain’s biggest 
and most powerful newsagent, 
is to stop selling “top^aheiF’ 
magazines in its high-street 
shops from next month, it an- 
nounced yesterday. 

A spokeswoman denied die 
move was prompted by moral 
concerns, saying it was the re- 
sult of a review of sales of the 
1,500 magazines it slocks. Jtetf-. 
house, Mayfair, Playboy and For 
Women were among the poor- 
est performers. Customers will 
stflLbe able to order the mag- 
azines to amvewithin a day or 
so at the shops, and they would 
still be sold m WH Smith con- 
cessions at; stations and air- 
ports. “We 6ave to make a 
decision aboutwfaatwe have got 
room for ... we fay to make 
room for the ones -that self 
best,” the spokeswoman said. 
“It’s nothing to do with ethics. 

If it was, then , we would base 
taken (hem out of all stores. 
'/Our policy is very much 
fh** if people want to read 
something we make it a avail- 
able. wToon 1 make judgments 
about what people should and 
should not read.” The review is 
feature St WH Smith, 

; continually to reassess 
innance of titles. Last 
new magazines came 
market, and its 450 
shops have ran out 
■display them alL - 
't, the company 
/, 269 -titles, m- 
top-sheOTmaga- 
Be dropped The 
Mt^sqjedaJSstor 
‘Some bf those 
three exiles,” the 
said. “Thesug- 

the tcn>&elfare 


has been being dropped for a 
. period of time — we used to 
■ stock a lot more. Those four 
have dung on, if yon like, bat 
they have sow slipped to the 
bottom of the list.” 

Yesterday different explana- 
tions were being offered for WH 
Smith’s move. One is that re- 
search has shown customers at 
- its high-street outlets are pre- 
dominantly women or families 
in the 25-45 range — not nat- 
ural readers of stub magazines. 
Others said the move was, in 
spite of the company’s claims. 


Monthly circulations 
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due to moral conaderatioDS. 

Ruth Corbett, who edits .For 
Women, a monthly Playboy - 
style magazine aimed - at 
women, said: “1 feel.veiy cross 
about this. It’s rather ally in this 
day and age. It seems they are 
on some sort of moral crusade. 

“They’re probably saying 
there's no demand but we think 
there’s a huge demand for the 
magazine. We have letters ar- 
riving evray tty arim® us where 
the xpazazme can.be bought." 

' Ms (3ttbett added that WH 
Smith was hypocritical in its at- 
titude. It was happy to stock 
erotic novels for women, which 
have beensoaiing in populari- 
ty recently.*, 

“Women, are reading those 


books on the Tube, which you’d 
never have seen in the past- But 
at WH Smith, when it come to 
showing pictures of men show- 
ing all their bits, rather than just 
lead; they don’t like ft.” 

- Others speculated that the 
move was also triggered by the 
new trend toward heavily sex- 
ual, bat “respectable" men’s 
magazines such as Loaded and 
FJOf. The trend for laddish ti- 
tles has seen thehorcuiatioas 
soar m the past couple of yeais. 

The Internet also mcre^m^y 
offers an accessible _ouilet for 
soft and haid-pom, with services 
which allow usees to watch 
models stripping on-screen in 
obedience to typed instructions 
(and a hefty payment). Safi-core 
/is also available on 
cable and satellite services. 

Cad Snitcher, the chief ex- 
ecutive of Paul Raymond Pub- 
lications, which publishes 
Mayfair, said he was not overly 
concerned by WH Smith’s de- 
cision, however, because it 
would be unlikely to affect cir- 
culation. 

■ “We would have preferred it 
hadn’t happened, but it will not 
have a substantial effect on 
our magazine because only 
about 1 per cent of onr total sale 
is through high-street stores.” 

Bat Comag, the UK distrib- 
utors of Playboy, said they were 
surprised 'ey the magazine was 
being dropped, because it was 
now being marketed as a 
lifestyle title. “If you compare 
it to FHM or Loaded, there's 
probably the same amount of 
nudity in it,” a spokeswoman 
said. “It’s even more odd given 
the huge success of Playboy in 
southern Ireland, where it 
launched a year ago after being 
banned for 36 years. Sales there 
now make up 45 per cent of to- 
tal UK sales.” 



N on-erogenous zone: The reach for titillation draws to a dose Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Stephen Hawking’s bet disappears into a black hole 


- rr ... Haiwfaqg- 
. Jsome as onedfAl- 
bert Emstsba’S inteOectual^ic-, 
cessors-l^sldsta six-year-old 
bet with cgfleagues. 


‘“naked fift^uiariEUB”'.- varty 

dons, on acosmotogica] phe- 


ncmentmbdwvedtohrekatthe 
hearts ofblack holes -could not 
exist. Now it seems they might. 

The New Yorlc Times report- 
ed yesterday that Professor 
Hawking conceded defeat last 
week “on afcchntcaBty” to fel- 
low pfryrid&is John Preddfland 
TTionie_ The stake was 
S1&4 (£100), phis au item of 
clothing "embroidered with 
a, . suitable concessionary 


... and for the uninitiated 


A singularity is defaW^ci mathematical point at which 
space and time arel«ESy distorted, where matter is 
mfWtefy dense, antf wteratita nomra! rules erf 
relativistic phy^raag^^Rturhmecha 
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message.” Although he. awld ing book. A Brief History of 
not prove his disbeliefm coked Time, proposed his bet at one 
angularities, Professor Hawk- such meeting in 1991. 
ing. the author of the best-seQ- - Because of its far-reaching 


theoretical implications, news of 
the bet spread widely among 
physicists. 

Although no light nor any 
other kina of si gnal can escape 
from black holes, half-dozen or 
so have been revealed by their 
gravHatkmal effects on nearby 
stars. Black boles have also be- 
trayed their presence by suck- 
ing in matter from nearby. 

Singularities are believe* 


ingularities are believed to a star collapse 


lurk hidden at the centre of 
black holes. A naked singular- 

S wouldbc a singularity bereft 
a concealing black-bole shell, 
and therefore viable, in princi- 
ple, to outride observers. 

Professors Preskill and 
Thome won the bet because re- 
cent computer calculations have 
shown that naked singularities 
could, in theory, be created as 
lapsed 
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FEBRUARY 20TH 
1997... GUESS WHAT? 

MERCURY IS... 



Frustrating or what? No matter how- 
hard BT try, they can t beat us on prices. 

Were still at least 20% cheaper 
for international calls weekday evenings 
and all weekend. 

For details FreeCall 0500 500 366. 
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news 


Missing jail officer’s 
body found in river 


Steve Bggggn 

The bodv of the missing White- 
moor prison officer Peter Cur- 
ran was found yesterday as 
speculation grew that he might 
have been involved in supplying 
drugs to prisoners. 

Police who dragged a car 
from a waterway in Cam- 
bridgeshire confirmed that the 
badiy decomposed remains 
were Mr Curran's. He van- 
ished in March 1995, two days 
after being suspended far smug- 
gling toiletries into the prison. 

There has been speculation 
- but no evidence -since his dis- 
appearance that be may have 
been involved in the attempted 
breakout by five IRA prisoners 
and a convicted robber from 
Whitemoor in September 1994. 
However, sources dose to the 
jail say they suspect Mr Curran. 
38. had been acting as a couri- 
er for an outside drugs gang. 

The car was pulled from a 
deep man-made dike Chatteris. 
A Home Office pathologist 
conducted a post-mortem ex- 


amination yesterday and con- 
finned that the remains were 
those of the prison officer. 

Mr Curran is the second 
Whitemoor officer within a 
month to be found drowned in 
such a manner. Marcia White- 
hurst, 37, was killed when her 
car plunged into a river near 
Wisbech after giving evidence 
at the trial of the Whitemoor es- 
capers. The police described her 
death as a "tragic accident". 

Prison sources are not the only 

may* have been involve^h^Mr 
Curran's death. In the days be- 
fore he disappeared he told his 
wife, Christine, that he was 
afraid because of something he 
had done at die jail. Then, on a 
Sunday, he “popped out” with- 
out a coat and never came bade 

In an interview* earlier this 
month with the Fenland Citizen 
newspaper, Mrs Curran said 
she believed he went out to meet 
someone and suggested his dis- 
appearance had something to do 
with his job. He told her about 
supplying the toiletries but 


“hinted there was something 
else”. Last night, she told the 
BBC: “I don't believe this was 
just a road-traffic accident ... I 
think as I did before that some- 
thing else was going on here. It 
is one accident too many." 

Mis Curran said she believed 
her husband was about to “blow 
die whistle” - a belief that tal- 
lies with prison officers' opin- 
ions. One source said: “They 
had him for the toiletries, but 
they believed there was alcohol 
involved and possibly worse. 
They believed he was prepared 
to give a statement, but that 
could be what got him killed.” 

Mark Freeman of the Prison 
Officers* Association, said staff 
at the jaO had been outraged by 
allegations made by Michael 
Mansfield QC who represent- 
ed one of the ERA prisoners, that 
staff had colluded with die es- 
capees. “A police investigation 
is being carried out and they will 
no doubt examine the links be- 
tween the two deaths of the of- 
ficers. But it is far too early to 
say what this may be," he said. 
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Wheels of time: David ragman, of the National Bicycle Exhibition which opens at Llandrindod Wells In March, with a 1934 fcunpPftotogaph: Rfchart 
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I want more flexible communications 


I want to send information faster 


I want to reduce my bills 


ISDN 


From as little as £199 to set up 


From as fittle as £199”, BTs ISDN service can help 
give your business a competitive edge, enabling 
you to access the Internet, send and receive 
information., e-maii, and do so much more.. And 
with its twin digital lines, you can perform any of 
these tasks at the same time. But is it expensive? 
Quite simply, no. ISDN is digital, so it sends 


Information up to four times faster than an brefinay 
telephone line. And because calls are charged 'at 
the same rate*. tNs means much cheaper caH bifc 
tor your business. To find out about our new range 
of ISDN pricing options which start at a -surprisingly 
low £199, call BT Businesscomjccrioas now 
on Freefone 0800 800 800. ’ 


Freefone 0800 800 800 


Work smarter 

not just harder 


Freefax: C&QC too 955 g-mgi-. wofrsirist&Yvhtbs. 1 -3gvj.btxo.uk 




Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affaire Editor 

The husband of murdered 
teacher Eve Howells must car- 
ry the major burden of blame 
for the killing, a judge said 
yesterday as he jailed him for fife 
and ordered his two sons to in- 
definite detention at Her 
Majesty’s Pleasure. 

. David Howells, 48, was not 
present when his wife was killed 
bur Mi Justice Alliott con- 
demned him as the instigator of 
the crime, and his recommen- 
dation to the Home Secretary 
on the minimum jail term to be 
served would take account of 
that. Recommendations on the 
boys would reflect that Glenn, 
17, who repeatedly struck his 
mother with a hammer, was the 
actual killer. John, 16, who dis- 
posed of the murder weapon 
and his brother's bloodstained 
clothes, had an “active if less 
crucial” role, the judge said. 

A jury decided on Tbesday 
that the father and sons had 
plotted the killing together af- 
ter the boys suffered years of 
abuse from the history and re- 
ligious affairs teacher. Mr Jus- 
tice AUiott then took the 
unusual course of giving the 
three 34 hours to confess the ex- 
act roles they had played before 
deciding what tariffs to recom- 
mend. “I don't know the whole 
truth,” he said. 

The period of reflection re- 
sulted in Glenn Howells ad- 
mitting for the first rime that his 
father had been involved in dis- 
cussions about killing his moth- 
er in a mock burglary - but 
David Howells persisted in 
denying active involvement. 

Gary Burrell QC acting for 
Glenn, told the court: “The re- 
ality is that none of us will ever 
know the frill story.” But Glenn 
should be sentenced on the 
basis that the killing, in August 
1995, “would never have taken 
place without David Howells' 
prior a pp r oval, without his pri- 
or knowledge, arid without 
some, implicit at least 
encouragement” 


Simon Hawkesworth QC 
counsel for David Howells, said 
Mr Howells denied active com- 
plicity many plan to IdD he wife. 
“He does accept as he must 
that he foiled to act to prevent 
this tragedy and that it was in 
his power to do so. Tb that ex- 
tent he recognises that in his 
role as father, he failed his 
sons and there's a heavy moral 
responsibiliiy" . 

But the judge told him that 
he had led ins sous into doing 
what they did. "There cannot be 
anything more vile than to get 
your sons to kill their mother, 
unless it can be to confront 
cheerfully their long detention 
while you went free. 

“Yours is by far the greatest 
culpabifityandlshall reflect that 
in my recommendation.” The 
father was playing a pub dans 
match when the murder was 
carried out, enabling him to put 
forward an alibi defence io 
court 

Aiden Marian QC acting for 
John, said the younger son had 
been damaged by the bizarre be- 
haviour of his mother, but there 
was also a sinister element - his 
father. John's increasing isola- 
tion and desolation had led 
him to rely and depend more 
and more heavily on his father. 

Mr Mamin called a consul- 
tant forensfcpsychiatiEt, Dr ft- 
ter Wood, who told the court 
that John had become signifi- 
cantly behavkmrally disturbed 
by his mother's behaviour and 
“chronically dependent” on his , 
brother and father. ! 

From the time John was 10, 
a fantasy had begun of bow the 
boys might achieve a “life with- 
out mum", and they began to 
think about causing her death. 
The ideas had become firmer as 
time went on. 

“In a positive way, and later 
more actively, his father did not 
discourage him and later prob- 
ably encouraged him to mid a 
radical solution to their prob- 
lems. It was an unbalanced sit- 
uation and as tire youngest 
member of the family, John was 
very vulnerable^" Dr Wx>d said. 
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Over a woman 
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Clare Gamer 

Tie appointment of the first fe- 
male priest to the staff of St 
PanTs Cathedral, the heartland 
of church traditionalists, yes- 
terday led to farther acrimony 
betw^ff supporters and oppo- 
nents' of the ■ ordination of 
women. 

Campaigners for the ordina- 
tion of women, welcomed news 
that the Rev Lacy Winkett, 28, 
.had penetrated the cathedral 


V 


WP 


The Rev Lucy Wmkatfc: First 
female priest at cathedral 

used by the dergy of the Dio- 
cese of London, the largest 
band of opposition to women 
priests. Christina Rees, chair- 
woman of the pressure group 
Watch - Women And The 
Church, said: “This is a h riTHant 
step for women priests... It will 
give a great deaf of confidence 
to other women priests.” 
Traditionalists voiced regrets, 
with one canon amoundmg his 
mtention to boycott any services 
of Holy Communion celebrat- 
ed by Ms Winkett when she 
takes up her position as minor 
canon in September. Canon 
John HalEbnrton, Chancellor of 


Police investigating the murder 
of Stephen Lawrence were 
“remiss in the extreme” in fail- 
ing to question youths suspect- 
ed of racial attacks on the night 
of his stabbing, an inquest was 
told yesterday. 

Michael Mansfield QC, rep- 
resenting th e Lawrence family, 
told Southwark Coroner’s 
Court that there had been two 
or three racial murders and oth- 
er radal assaults in the area in 
the two years before the killing 
of the black teenager. 

Ttoo police officers were 
responsible for dealing with 
racist incidents and rnfonnabon 
mi racially motivated assaults 
was collated. 

“Names were known to the 
police of people that had beep 
involved in that kind of inci- 
dent,' 1 Mr Mansfield told De- 
tective Inspector PhfiipJcynes, 
who officiated at the murder 
scene on the night “I wasn’t 
aware of any — 1 don’t know 


£ Someone was 
murdered and I 
knewlmi^it 
help police with 
their inquiries’ 


who wbtdd have been aware,” 
Del Into Jeynes said; 

The detective agreed with Mr 
M ansfit& f -g suggestion that it 
would haVe been “sensible” to 
obtain criminal intelligence on 
who was. capable of- similar 
improvofced racial attacks that 
night. But asked if he had ob- 
tained toy, he said: “No, sir. 
There was no oue.in the police 
station attaan who wenrid have 
had access to those records.” 
He saitfnekberof the police 
officers r^onobk for collect- 
ing intonnation on race attacks 
was on duty- that night and 
local - mttShgence was kepi 
locked away. “It’s a littie uu- 
1 fortunate'^ haveiofoima&^ 
lockedotii of use, doift jou 
agree?" «&fced Mr Mansfiiail 
“YesTsakf [he detective sSd, 


, i. ■. ' ,j- r 


ly had a police officer been 
loBed in the street, Det Insp 
Jcynessaid: “I don’t know, str.* 
‘ Asked if be contacted Scot- 
land Yard for infonnation about 
people living within a quarter of 
a mole of the attack, he said: “1 
had other things to do.” 

Mr Mansfiekl suggested to 
him that it “was remiss in the 
extreme not to get information 
that nighOo which he repHed: 
“That b your opinion. ” 

• Questioned by Jeremy Gom- 
pertz QC, for the Commis- 
sioner of Metropolitan Police, 
MrJeynessaidfa^inidtoEnce 
information was kept at the lo- 
cal police station. He bad no 
reason to believe that those re- 


18, co 22 April, 1993. m Btham, 
south east London, lived with- 
m a quarter of a mile of the site. 

■ Brit bouse-to-honse inquiries 
were made that nigbL although 
records made had been lost 

■ Earlier, the inquest beard 

that a witness called to give ev- 
idence initially lied to po- 

lice because he feared getting 
involved. “I live around the 
area— you have to understand,’* 
the young man, identified as 
■Witness B, told the coroner. Sr 
Mcmlag n e Levine. 

Asked wiry he had changed 
his account and told the truth, 
he said: “lit was something a 
friend of mine said: ‘It doesn’t 
matter what colour they was. 
They could be white or black, 
they coaid be from onterspaoe. 
Tbepoint is someone was mur- 
dered and wh at I kn ew might 

k^Hegpve evidence at a com- 
mittal hearing but was nc« called 
to the failcdjHivaie prosecution 
at the Old Bailey last year. He 
■told the inquest that be sawfour 

wt Hwi n a nMf thf» TTIi m tr j 


JU UI W M. ■■■ — — — 

scene in Rhham, south-east 

v _ • 31 - -*— * -■ — ■ k-JW?— — 


as he travelled on the top deck 

of a bus. He said he thought he 


eral inddshts when pedf^e ha 
wanted toget in and: haven’! 
Asked? ff he w^uld ha 


DavwNoiris;. 20, and Jamie 
Acouxf, 19, both of whom were 
charged with the murder but 

never stood triaL 

Cross-examined by Charles 
Conway, representing four of 
the ‘five white , youtiis who 
refused to .answer question at 
the inquest onlbesd^, Witness 
B agreed that oriebf the youths 
might have been Jamie’s broth- 
er.l^eil, or nehber. 

. The hearing continues. . 
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& PanTs, is entitled to srage such 
a protest. Under the deal 
worked out after the deriaon to 
ordain women in November 
1992, male priests may, if they 
choose, ignore the ministry .of 
women altogether. 

A Church of Efigbm/t 
spokesman said: 'The con- 
sciences of both sides are re- 
spected ... I also believe be is 
not saying that be will network 
with her, just that he feels he 
cannot be present when she is 
presiding. Thai view can be 
held with integrity." 

Although the cathcdraTs 
three minor canons are not on 
the chapter, Ms Winkett’s job 
is a high -profile one, involving 
responsibility for much of the 
organisation of daily worship. 
Canon Halliburton said be did 
not even consider Ms Winkett, 
who was educated at Cam- 

a^CoDege of Music. ancTrs 
currently curate ai Sr Michael's 
Church in Little Ilford, Essex, 
to be a priesL 

“I do not believe anyone has 
the authority to ordain a woman 
to the priesthood. But that is the 
fault of the bishop who efid so, 
not her fenh. It is nothing per- 
sonal 1 win love her as I love 
everyone else at the cathedraL” 

He did not believe Ms Win- 
ked had been the strongest 
candidate liar the position, since 
she had only been an ordained 
priest for six months. 

But Dr John Moses, the 
Dean of St Paul’s, insisted Ms 
Winkett bad been the best can- 
didate for the post, regardless 
of her sex 

There were 16 applicants for 
the poation, five of whom were 
short-listed. 

. The final Airi^n ti wag ma^«> 

at a meting of the chapter, with 
Dr Moses and three of the res- 
identiary canons in favour, and 
Canon Halliburton abstaining. 
The fifth residentiary canon 
was cm holiday. ' 


“Tire decision was made not 
because she was a woman but 
because, by a majority, we be- 
lieved bn to be tne best candi- 
daie and she was in a class of 
her own musically ."said Dr 
Moses. “We are rmtinthe busi- 
ness of gender politics at St 
Paul's. Wc w£U always seek the 
best candidate far any position." 

The Rev Geoffrey Kirk, na- 
tional secretary of forward in 
Faith, a traditionalist group, 
said the “inevitable” appoint- 
ment would further alienate 
many members of the Diocese 
of London. But he added: “Ms 
Winkett is not gping to be that 
imponatnt in the long run. ll is 
a tiny skirmish in a long battle 
which, on the present terms, it 
is written in the stars we will 
lose” 
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Water work: Tbeo Skinner, of the National Museums of Scotland, spraying water to flush out salt from the Cramond Lione ss. Th e Roman •««***«*> 
sctdftfure, which dates back to the 2nd century was found In the River Almond, at Cramond, near Etflnbuigh, last month Photog^n: Jeremy Sutton-Hwoert 
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He s trained :c avoid hypothomiia 
in the first place by recognising 
and understanding the symptoms 
Think you could cope 7 

!n the absence oi Arctic conditions, 
read through these questions. 
There arc-n'l necessarily right or 
wrong answers, but ihen again 
it s pointless attempting them it 
you're not going to be completely 
honest. We neeo people, but they 
must be the right people 

In Ihe middle ot the night, police 
arrivs and arrest you on suspicion 
of car theft. You are innocent. 

Do you: 

a) Say so reruse to go to the station, 
while losing your temper 7 

b) Ask them what they're on about 
and demand to talk to a superior? 

c) Agree to go to the station and 
help with enquiries, not forgetting 
to phone a solicitor? 
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Chock how well you can tell the 
time v/ithout iooking at your 
watch. Guess out loud what time 
it is. Now look at your watch. 
Double-chock what time it is 
and call it out Now. without 
looking at your watch again, 
answer the following question' 
What is the number 6 on your 
watch 9 ' (Is il a numeral 6 a Roman 
numeral, a dash, two dashes, a 
triangle or what?) 

In the Royal Marines you need 
lo pay attention to detail and 
learn to take in even those 
things which ai tirst seem 

unimportant 

A helicopter you were travelling 
in has to make an emergency 
landing on its 'way carrying out 
a nigh! mission behind enemy 
lines. Onceo.nthegrounditsclear 
that the helicopter is useless. 

There are eight of you with only 
enough food rations to last two 
days What do you do 9 

)) Stay exactly where you ate 
in the hope that you will be 
picked up by your own forces, 
but risk having been seen by 
the enemy? 


2) Push on to try to accomplish 
your original mission objectives, 
even though the timetable for 
compiction will now be badly 
disrupted? 

3) Try to withdraw as soon as 
possible towards the nearest 
friendly encampment, but 
chance the possibility c! giving 
your location away lo enemy 
forces in the area? 

Next a memory test Study this list 
ofobjccts.Canyousaywhichor.c 
corresponds with which number, 
even when the numbers are 
asked out of order 7 


I Position 

2. Tent 

3. Mallet 


4 Pegs 
S.Guy rapes 


On operations and on training 
exercises Royal Marines often 
have to form a plan where none 
exists. Imagine lor a moment that 
the temperatures are close to 
freezing. :n front of you therofe a 
last flowing, 12 metre wide river. 

You need to get across as do the 
other 7 men who are with you. 
Ycu know th3t a mile upstream 
there is a smali village where ycu 
cculd probably find a boat to get 
you across. What do you decide 
to do 9 : 

1 Swim across one by one. 
thinking that the river isn t really 
so wide, but you know you 11 
get wet 9 

2. Use yuur ropes to winch yourself 
across above the water 9 

3, Or make your W3y to the village 
to lcok for a boat? 

Time is against you so you need 
to think quickly. Not e 2 sy is it? 

A quick final question, can you 
remember what number three 
corresponded with in the exercise 
before? 

Those are the questions over 
with. The mere fact that you ve 
bothered to go through them 
already says a lot about you. 


Go back and look over your 
results. Do you think they 
indicate someone who can 
provide commonscnsc solutions 
to practical problems? 

You can show us your qualities 
by attending our three day recruit 
selection course. This will give you 
a chance to look at us and we at 
you. After that you'll do 30 weeks 
recruit training, which is longer 
thananyolherforce This will put 
you in the best mental and physical 
shape of your life. 

The training is intense and 
professional. Battle conditions, 
the pressures, the noise, the 
confusion are all realistically 
simulated. You 11 leam advanced 
survival techniques. 

But much more than all the 
superman stuf! what we 
emphasise is the mental battle. 
The determination to continue 
and the gradual change in 
approach that makes every 
Royal Marine able to operate in 
the most hazardous conditions 
in the world. 

Prove yourself and you'll use 
your skills alongside some ol 
the lines! men in the land to 
defend your country's interests 
on land as well as at sea. If that 
kind of vision appeals we need 
people now. so please fill in and 
post the coupon to us. ot call 
0345 300123. 
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THURSDAY 18 FEBRUARY 1997 » THE INDEPENDENT 



Brown warns df 


no- 


Anthony Bevins 
end Dime Coyle 


wrote 10 years a 
When There's a 


in his book, of E 
1: “Against a A 


European monetary union. 
As. Unilever and its sub- 


Tbe spread of lawless, tnner-dty 
ghettos would be threatened ty 
the re-election of the Tbries for 
a fifth term, shadow Cbancellor 
Gonton Brown will warn today. 

In a speech concentrating on 
the positive action Labour would 
take to get people bade into 
work, and reform the welfare 
state, Mr Brawn wBl speD out the 
downside • dangers of another 
election viaoryfor John Major. 


Keeping council: The Conservative Party chairman, Brian Mawtiinney, at a party news conference in London yesterday where he refused to be drawn 
on a date for the general election. ‘Whenever the Prime Minister announces a date, we will be ready” Dr Mawtiinney said Photograph: Tom Riston 


terda/s further rail in unem- 
ployment, he wiQ argue that 
the figures disguise the fact that 
one-fifth of all non-pensioner 
households have no one in work 
-and that the Tbries propose no 
action, to tnHrle that problem. 

“The danger is that the re- 
election of the Tbries would risk 
the creation of a fifth-term un- 
derclass that would take us 
down the road of America, 
with no-work and no-go inner 
city areas, plagued by lawless- 
ness,** Mr Brown will say. 

The warning echoes simil ar 
predictions from senior Tbries, 
induding the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Michael Heseltine, who 


ment, die invitation tocrime be- 
comes more appealing. Idleness 
becomes a resentment that gives 
crime an indefensible normalily.*' 

Anticipating more Conserv- 
ative attacks on the windfall 
tax - the £5bn-plus levy on the 
excess profits of privatised 
utilities. Labour last night pub- 
lished the legal opinion that it 
was watertight. 

The opinion, signed by 
Michael Beloff QC, said there 
could be no challenge under do- 
mestic law; it should not attract 
a challenge under European 
law, “but, if it did, such chal- 
lenge would faiT; and would 
withstand any challenge under 
the European Convention of 
Human Rights. 

Yesterday’s good news on 
unemployment was mitigated ty 
another Bank of England swipe 
at the reluctance of the Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth Clarke, to raise 
interest rates- and Opposition 
endorsement of the warning 
from Niall FitzGerald, chairman 
of Unilever, that future United 
Kingdom investment could 
be at risk if Britain opted out 


rate employers m Wirrai South, 
the by-elcctkm . battleground, 
Mr FitzGerald's warning could 
not have come at a more polit- 
ically sensitive moment - a 
point aggravated by the fact that 
the Chancellor was campakn- 
ing in the constituentyyesier^. 

But the warning also coin- 
cided with publication of the 
Bank of England’s cpuiitcTtyfc 

flation Report, in which Mervyn 

King, the Bank’s chief econo- 
mist, said: “There should be a 
rise in interest rales now. The 
longer you delay, the more in : 
terest rates will have to go up.” 

News of a 68,700 drop in the 
number of unemployment ben- 
efit claimants last month, taking 
the jobless rate down to 63 per 


cent, and a faster pace of earn- 
ings growth. added weight to the 


Bank's claim that the economy 
was expanding too rapidly. 
However, the combination of the 
political timetable and mixed sig- 
nals on toe economy means in- 
terest rates will almost certainly 
not rise ahead of the election. 

Bank pressure on Clarke, 
page 20 


LibDems in 
confusion 
over bonus 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Rolrtica! Correspondent 


Liberal Democrat plans for a 
double Christmas pension in 
December to replace the “mis- 
erly” £10 Christmas bonus were 
thrown into disarray last night 
when officials denied it was a 
manifesto pledge. 

The party's social security 
spokeswoman, Liz Lynne, said 
the Christmas bonus was “an in- 
sult which we want to redress by 
paying a double pension in tbe 
first week of December.** 

But within minutes of pub- 
lishing a polky document an the 
elderly saying it was Liberal 
Democrat polity to give pen- 
sioners a double pension in the 
first week of December, officials 
were stressing it was not a com- 
mitment 

“It is still in the running to get 
into the manifesto but we are 
having a costing exercise. 
Whether it will get in, we can- 
not say veL," said an official. 

Officials also had to correct 
Ms Lynne’s figures after die told 
a Westminster news conference 
It would cost £5S0m to imple- 
ment The real estimated net 
cost was £440m, after deducting 
the cost of the £10 bonus, which 
would be scrapped. 

The confusion over Ms 
Lynne's apparent pledge to 
pensioners, repeated on BBC 
radio, follows strains between 
the Rochdale MP and the Lib- 
eral Democrat leader, Paddy 
Ashdown, over his strategy 
for moving closer to Labour, 
which she opposes. Officials 


denied the launch of the poli- 
cy document A Fair Deal for 
Older People, was being used as 


a lever to force a higher spend- 
ing polity on the liberal De- 
mocrat leadership. 

Harriet Hannan, tire Labour 
spokeswoman on social securi- 
ty, set out Labour’s alternative 
with a boost to occupational 
pensions, through “stakehold- 
er pensions”. 

It came as the Treasury last 
night was accused by Labour of 
drafting slap-dash legislation 
on the budget in an attempt to 
dose tax loopholes in the run- 
up to tbe genera] election. 

After securing a series of con- 
cessions from Phillip Oppen- 
heim, the Exchequer Secretary, 
Dawn Primarolo, the Labour 
spokeswoman said: “The 
wheels are falling off the Fi- 
nance BOl and it shows that the 
Bill was badly drafted.” 

Alistair Darling, tbe Tfeasuzy 
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spokesman who is leading for 
Labour on the Bill, said many 
of the problems arose from a 
note sent to Customs and Ex- 
cise by William WaJdegrave, 
the Chief Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, seeking suggestions on 
increasing the tax revenue. 

“The tail went out and we 
have seen the unintended con- 
sequences of some of the mea- 
sures they have introduced. 
This Finance Bill looks as if h 
was done on the hoot" 

The Government insisted it 
was normal to introduce amend- 
ments after consultation, but 
Labour said tbe changes went 
beyond “tidying up” measures. 
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I LOWEST 


Fran Abrams 

Poftbcal Correspondent 


The Queen has green her con- 
sent for peers to debate a pro- 
posal that royal daughters as 
well as sons should be able to 
succeed to the throne. 

Lord Archer of Weston- 
super-Mare put forward the 
motion, which would allow a fu- 
ture eldest child or Prince 
William 10 be able to inherit tbe 
crown regardless of its gender. 

The Lord Steward of the 
Household, crossbenchcr Vis- 


count Ridley, announced the 
decision at the start of business 
in the Lords yesterday, though 
Lord Archer was not in the 
House. 

However, there is too little 
parliamentary time left before 
the general election for the 
Throne Bill to stand a chance 
of becoming law. 

It is opposed by a number of 
peers, including' the Queen’s 
former private secretary. Lord 
parteris of Amisfield.' When 
wd Archer asked the Lords to 
quest the Queen's consent in 
•xember, they took the rare 



step of contesting his move but 
ftwas approved by 74 votes to 

A sunQar measure to aflow el- 
dest children, regardless of gen- 
der, to inherit peerages was 
blocked in December 1994. 

The Queen's consent for 
Lord Archer’s B31 to be debated 
does not necessarily indicate 
Royal support for the mea- 
sure, but the Palace is under- 
stood to prefer that such a 
far-reaching change should be 
the result of a government 
Bill rather than backbench 
legislation. 

The Lords' convention is to 
give all Bills, whether govern- 
ment or backbench, a formal 
first reading and an unopposed 
second reading and not to 
block backbench measures 
from progressing to the 
Commons. 

If opponents of Lord 
Archer's Bill do force a vote 
during the measure’s later 
stages in the Lords, the gov- 
ernment and opposition front 
benches are likely to abstain, 
while allowing their peers a free 
vote. 
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Ages of reason: By the age of 14 many boys are living hi a fantasy world of computer games, while girls have a grasp on reaBty, researchers say 
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Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Today's boys are taking refuge 
in a fantasy world of computer 
games and violent filing and ore 
becoming increasingly reluc- 
tant to leave it according to new 
research. - 

Market researchers say soci- 
ety is in danger of creating a 
generation of “lost boys” whose 
visions for the future are still 
clouded in fantasy compared 
with the practical aspirations of 
their female peers. 

Even by the age of 14, marry 
boys were still saying that their 
chosen career would be in foot- 
ball, “to enjoy myself and earn 
lots of money’. Or they wanted 
to be fighter pilots: “I just want 
to fly a plane”. In comparison, 
giris'were intending to be vets, 
teachers oi^chUdcare workers. 

The researchers, from the 
company Child Wise, inter- 


Call of 
the wolf 
chills 
Scotland 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

Wilderness campaigners who 
want the howl of the wolf to be 
heard again in the highlands of 
Scotland were yesterday warned 
of the high price that might have 
to be paid in sheeps’ lives ^and 
lawsuits. 

The last wolf in Scotland 
was killed in 1746 but in recent 
years some conservationists 
have argued that not only 
should wud landscapes be pro- 
tected bat that extinct species 
should be reintroduced. The 
Government is bound by a 
European Union directive to 
consider the possibility. 

But writing in the latest issue 
of 77re Field, clan chief Willy 
NcwJands criticises “suburban 
dinner-party conservationists’* 
who want to foist their English 
enthusiasms on to Scottish 
farmers. “The eerie bowling of 
a wolf pack on a frosty mght 
could be a dramatic restoration 
of one of the natural wonders 
of the Highlands, but the price 
to be paid would be high." 
writes Mr Ncwlands. 

Wolves would do hole to 
control deer, preferring to hunt 
the abundant sheep or ponies, 
he argues. Organisations who 
set wolves free could also face 
expensive lawsuits if tourists 
were frightened away or if any- 
one were to be mauled. In the 
southern Alps. French farmers 
are demanding the destruction 
of. reintroduced wolf packs 
which have killed nearly 500 
sheep in one season. 

Simon Pepper, head of the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) in Scotland, accepts 
♦ha t any reintrodudinn of the 
wolf, even on islands, is decades 
away. “Long term it is an ex- 
dtiugvision, but we. do not see 
It as a practical proposition 
yeL Issues to do with the inter- 
action with livestock and peo- 
ple would have to be resolved." 

WWFs first candidate for 
reintroduction to the wild in 
Scotland would probably be the 
beaver, which is harmless. Hie 
European beaver does not even 
gnaw down trees in tite cartoon 
manner of its American cousin. 


viewed 1.014 boys and girls 
aged between five and fourteen. 
They felt that the hoys bad 
“comparaliwly tittle grasp of the 
realities of the employment 
world and bad largely imprac- 
ticable notions about jobs”. In 
spite of this. 38 per cent of boys 
of 13-14 named unemployment 
as their greatest fear. 

Girls have also become more 
concerned about unemploy- 
ment than they were two years 
ago. Those questioned felt they 
no longer had a choice between 
a career and having a baby but 
must earn their own living as 
well as bring up a family. 

While g ir ls su rge ahead in the 
world of education, bays appear 
less interested in their lessons, 
watching fax more television, es- 
pecially satellite channels, and 
playing computer games! 

It was found that violent and 
18-rated films were seen at an 
early agp. As many as one in ten 


boys aged fixe and six had 
watched tire 18-rated film .4 ten 
J and by the age of 13 or 14. 64 
per cent of hoys had seen iu 
compared with only 45 per cent 
of girls. Judge Dredd . which 


i Sex and nudity 
in films seem 
to offend them 
much more 
than images 
of violence 9 


contains graphic violence, had 
been watched by 43 percent of 
13- to 14-year-old boys, com- 
pared with 19 per cent of girls 
of the same age. 


Boys said they watched 18- 
rated films not because they 
were specifically interested m 
the subject matter hut because 
they were violent and provided 
a quick thrill. Sex and nuditv 
were often seen as more of- 
fensive than violence, described 
as the sort of images ”wc 
shouldn't watch”. In each age 
group, the proportion of boys 
to girls who had watched rated 
films was two or three to one. 

Rosemary Duff, associate di- 
rector of ChildWise, said that the 
children supported a ratings sys- 
tem. but also thought they were 
mature enough to cope with the 
films. “In principle, they think a 
ratings system isagoodidea.but 
they do not feel that they need 
it for themselves.” she said. 

Computer games wjiich in- 
clude violence, such as Street 
Fighter and Mortal Knmbat , are 
also popular. But ben's draw a 
distinction between violence in 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 

films and computer games: 
graphics arc deemed unreal 
ana consequently are not as 
frightening. 

Nine out of ten children now 
have a computer or a games ma- 
chine at home. Bui while 44 per 
cent of the **- to Ill-year-old hoys 
had a computer in their own 
mom. only three in ten girls had. 
Boys were more likely to talk 
about games on their comput- 
er while girls mentioned learn- 
ing programmes. 

Ms Duff said that watching 
so many violent films did not 
appear to make the boys violent. 
However, their addiction to 
television and games showed 
their avoidance of reality. “They 
are flying fantasy kites. They 
don't expect to get what they 
want,” she said. “Essentially, 
they are deferring growing up.” 
□ Child Wise Monitor 96.97 can 
be obtained from ChildWise. 
11171 2S7 3565; £495. 
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Offer 


• Strudkby the Royal Mint • Legal ! 

^TT^oday yon can reserve 
M. Britain’s new legal tender 
£5 coin, issued to mark the 
Golden Wedding Anniversary 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
and His Royal Highness 
Prince Philip. 

As an exclusive service to 
collectors, we have made special 
arrangements to distribute this latest Royal Mint coin for 
just its face value. A £5 coin for £5 - the actual cost to 
yon is nothing. Wfe even pay your postage. 

Issued in 1997, the new £5 coin is very unlikely to appear 
in your change. Quite possibly, this, could be your only 
opportunity to own one, so please reserve yours today 
You need send no money now. 

Westminster ; watford : wdz sjy 
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Legal tender to spend or save 


Order before 31st March 1997 
Deliveries wilt commence 
October 1997 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 


Order Coupon 
Send No Money Now 
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First the house, then the Bentley; now Lloyd-Webber empties the cellar 


The composer Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber could be £2m 
richer if thousands of bottles 
of wine from his collection 
sell at auction in London. 

He has collected wine for 
decades and Sotheby's has 
18,000 bottles from the cellars 
of his homes in England and 
France to sell on 20 May. 
Serena Sutcliffe, head of 
Sotheby's International Wine 
Department, called it “the 
greatest single wine collection 
ever to appear at auction ... it 
represents the wine-lover's 
dream cellar." 

Every bottle fell into the 
category of being the world's 
most desirable wine, she said. 
Most of it is French, with a 
concentration on Burgundy 
and Bordeaux, as well as 
champagnes from Krug. Dom 
Perigncm and Bollinger. 

The sale includes 10 cases 
of Chateau La tour 1982 and 
24 cases of Margaux 1982. 

10 bottles of 1945 Chateau 
Lafite and six bottles of 
Chateau Margaux from 1900. 

Collectors will pay huge 
prices for the correct vintage 
and records are frequently 
set. 

Books and television 


programmes on wine have 
helped create a collectors' 
market. 

■ In September, a bottle of 
Chateau d'Yquera 1865, a 
sweet white French wine, sold 
at Sotheby's for £5,280. 

■ Prices of the top clarets 
have rocketed in the past two 
or three years, but some 
experts say the boom may not 
continue for much longer. 

■ The influence of various 
wine writers has helped push 
up the value of some wines 
and wealthy Far Eastern and 
Middle Eastern investors 
have come into the market in 
a big way recently. 

■ One Fat Eastern wine-lover 
spent a total of £68^30 on 
bottles of a celebrated claret 
called Chateau Le Pin at 
Christie's in London in April. 
He was buying them to diW. 

■ Experts warn: “Wine is not 
an advisable investment 
unless you are very clued up 
on the subject If you don't 
know what you are doing, you 
can really come unstuck. It is 
.very easy to get ripped off in 
the wine business.'' 

■ Generally speaking, the 
older the wine, the higher the 
risk. 



Golden harvest: Serena Sutcliffe, of Sotheby's, with a bottle of Chateau cTOquem 1900 from the Lloyd Webber collection, to be auctioned in May Photograph: John Voos 
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2*5" Deadlock 
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MICROMARK 

Brunei Security 
Lantern with 
Microscan - 
Black or White* 
Was £34-99- 
Save £10-50 



325 ? 


J 
■■ X 






AUT0L0K Original 
Was£W*9T 
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MICROMARK 

MM9456 Wired 
Burglar Alarm System 
WasJE59'95‘ Save £20 




RESPONSE Protector 400 
Wireless Alarm System 
Was £149*95’ Save £50 


MICROMARK MM9492 
Battery Operated Shed 
& Garage Alarm 
Was£T9-97 Save £3 
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40mm Brass Padlocks Keyed Alike (Twin Pack) 
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say doctors 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 


The overwhelming majority 
of doctors who treat patients in 
the deep, coma-like state known 
as persistent vegetative state 
(PVS), believe that treatment 
should be withheld in some 
circumstances to allow patients 
to die. 

In the first comprehensive 
survey of more than 1,000 neu- 
rologists, neurosurgeons and 
other specialists, there was more 
than 90 per cent support for not 
treating acute infections and 
other life-threatening condi- 
tions in PVS patients where ''ap- 
propriate." 

The survey, by the Centre of 
Medical Law and Ethics at 
King’s CoDege London, reveals 
widespread discrepancies in 
hospital policy and in the med- 
ical care of PVS patients. 

The researchers call on the 
Government to act urgently to 
collate information on PVS pa- 
tients in UK hospitals, how 
they are treated and by whom, 
and to formalise guidelines on 
their care. 

Almost 75 per cent of doctors 
surveyed said it can '‘some- 
times" be appropriate to with- 
draw artificial feeding and 
hydration from such patients. 
Contrary to advice given by the 
British Medical' Association, a 
uority of doctors said that 
hdrawal of artificial nutrition 
and hydration could be consid- 
ered within a year of PVS di- 
agnosis. 

More than a third said it 
would be appropriate to con- 
sider withdrawal after the pa- 
tient had been in PVS for six 
months. 

The findings of the survey 
conflict with BMA advice that 
treatment-limiting decisions 
should not be considered until 
the patient has been in PVS for 
a year or more. 

PVS is used to describe pa- 
tients with severe brain damage 
who spend time awake and 
asleep; who show no meaning- 
ful response to things around 


them, and whose movements 
and reactions ore reflux. They 
con breathe on their own bul 
most have to be fed through 
a tube. 

It is estimated that there are 
between 1,1100 and 1 ,500 PVS 
patients in the UK. and since 
the 1993 High Court case of 
Hillsborough victim, Tony 
Bland, the condition has been 
the focus of much public debate. 

There have now been nine 
cases in England since Bland, 
when the courts have approved 
withdrawal of life-sustaining 
measures from PVS patients. 
The most controversial cases 
have centred on withdrawal of 
food and water. 

There has also been public 
concern about misdiagnosis of 
PVS after a study published last 
year found that 17 patients di- 
agnosed as PVS were in fact 
aware of themselves and their 
surroundings, and could com- 
municate in limited ways with 
their carers and families. 

This raises the possibility 
that people from whom treat- 
ment, food and water were 
withdrawn, and allowed to die, 
were not in PVS. 

The survey, which attracted 
1,027 respondents also found 
that three-quarters disagreed 
with court involvement in PVS 
cases, although a similar pro- 
portion agreed with the Bland 
derision to allow him to die. 

However, doctors still appear 
reluctant to give weight to an ad- 
vance directive made by patients 
in decisions about withdrawing 
artificial nutrition and hydra- 
tion. the survey revealed 

Pat Walsh, acting director of 
the Centre of Medical Law 
and Ethics said; “There is a 
pressing need for further re- 
search to unpack the implicit 
moral reasoning behind what 
doctors are doing." 

■ Doctors ' views on the man- 
agement of patients in persistent 
vegcrath'e state (PI'S): a UK 
study , is available from the Cen- 
tre of Medical Law and Ethics, 
King's College. London. Tel: 
0171 S73 2382. 


DAILY POEM 


Cracks 

By Ruth Bidgood 

In Pienybn Road, Dinas Road. Pendref 
pavements are cracking. People there 
grumble, but are not much perturbed 
at this Urtie encroachment of chaos. 

Washing cars, weeding paths . they cherish 
as long as t/uy may, all 
controllable things, and go on 
making small memories. 

Pavements are cracking. The lines form a partem 
like rivers or mads on maps. Here and there 
through die cracks creep small plants, 
embellishments such as old cartographers 
added in comers and margins ■ 
pygmy beasts, fruit. cherubs, flowers, 
to complement their hazardous projections 
with forms of tenacious life. 

“Cracks" is from Ruth Bidgood's recent volume, 77ic Fluent 
Moment (Seren). Bora in Glamorgan in 1922, she now lives 
m Powys and has published seven poetrv collections. 77it? fk- 
ent Momem -costs £5.95 from Seren at Poetry Wiles Press Ltd, 
First Floor, 2 Wyndham Street, Bridgend Mid-Glamorgan CF3 1 
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on half of 



Judith' Judd 

Education Edftpr 

Half the parems of secondary 
school chfldren have cither not 
seen cx$mmaiiaa ta- 

bles or frave not understood 
them, according to new gov- 
ernment-fiiiided research pub- 
lished yesterday. 

The revelation m a three-year 
study cooks the day after the 
Prime Minister announced 
more league tables - this rime 
for seven- paid fourteen -year- 
olds - as pact of the Conserva- 
tives’ vote-wmnmg strategy for 

the genera] election. 

Research from the Econom- 
ic and Social Research Council 
looked at how parents of 231 
pnpQs chose state and private 


Education + 
in The Tabloid 


primary and secondary schools 
in inner and outer London 
boroughs. 

It found dear dass differ- 
ences in how parents used 
league tables. Families where fa- 
thers were in professional jobs 
were much more Hkfiiy to un- 
derstand the tables than those 
from lower down the social 
scale. The former were also 
more likely to realise that the 
tables reflated the differing in- 
takes of schools and not just 
how well a school was teaching 
its. pupils.. 

John Major said lastHiesday 
that the Government would 
publish league tables of national 
curriculum test results for sev- 
en and fourteen-year-olds in ad- 
dition to those already 
publi shed for 1 l-year-oldsand 
for GCSE and A-leveL - J 
- Dr Anne West of the Centre 
for Educational Research ax the 
London School of Economics, 
one of the researchers, said: 
“The -import highlights the prob- 
lem of findingawayof provid- 
ing information about schools 
that £ accessible to all parents 


as many are confused about 
what league tables are sup- 
posed to represent.’* 

Her research, carried out 
with Professor Miriam David of 
South Bank University, shows 
that parents have a hierarchy of 
sc h ools , based on awish to keep 
iheir pupils safe from undesir- 
able influences. 

“Some types of school are 
perceived to be a safe option - 
for example, private, selective, 
gids’ or amrch schools - while 
others xmpjygreater risk.** the 
report says. The research found 
that parents saw working-class 
boys as the main soda! threat. 
The child’s happiness conies top 
of the list of reasons for choos- 
ing a school among patents of 
both primary anti secondary 
pupils, although parental no- 
tions of happiness differ. 

One mother who had put ■ 
down her son’s ™mc before ! 
birth at the famous public j 
school attended by his father 

and y anirl fa tfiy r yaid that rh<» 

two most important factors af- 
fecting her choice “were her 
son’s happiness and that the 
school should suit his needs. 

Fathers take the responsibil- 
ity for choosing a primary 
school in only 3 per cent erf cas- 
es, although those with children 
attending private schools are 
more likely to be involved. 

About 65 per cent of parents 
of children at private schools 
said that dass size bad been im- 
portant in choosing a school. 

The most startling contrast 
between state and private 
schools was found -in home- 
wrak. Only 4 per cent erf drikfcea 
at state primary schools had 
more than 30 minutes home- 
work a night while all those at 
private primary schools did. 
But, the study suggests, the 
lighter homework demands in 
stale schools may have a post- 
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In memoriam: A woman prays in the chapel at Pangboume College, Berkshire, by a stained-glass window which the school is to donate to the Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel, 
to be built In its grounds when the last £400,000 is raised. Old Pangboumtans received 14 of the 40 naval decorations awarded after the war In 1982 Photograph; David Rose 

Truckers stranded in Spanish blockade 


maries were more likely than 
their private-school counter- 
parts to write stories at home. 


Jojo Moyas 

Hundreds of British lony-dri- 
wsis w ae y es t ei da y s tranded in 
Europe as striking Spanish 
truckers blockaded ports and 
motorways. 

The Foreign Office and 
freight organisations were warn- 
ing drivers to avoid northern 
Spain, following unconfirmed 
reports of Spanish protesters us- 


ing catapults to smash wind- 
screens and slashing the tyres of 
foreign drivers who tried to ran 
blockades. The trouble fol- 
lowed an incident last night 
when an English lorry driver 
allegedly threatened strikers 
with a gun. 

“We have warned our chaps 
from about 10 days ago there 
were going to be probIems. M said 
a spokesman tor the Road 


Haulage Association yesterday. 
“The situation overall ... is de- 
teriorating rather than getting 
better.” 

Hundreds of lorries from all 
over Europe yesterday lined the 
roads around the main border 
crossings into France. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
estimated that 80 per cent of 
Spain’s 200,000 trackers had 
joined the strike, demanding 


cheaper fuel and better work- 
ing conditions. 

He added that there had 
been reports of attacks on cars 
with foreign plates. 

“Our consuls are driving 
around trying to see if British 
drivers are all right - they can 
help those running out of 
money and take up grievances 
with the authorities," he said. 

Jimmy Gillespie, a lorry-dri- 


ver from Penrith, Cumbria, 
spent lb bouts at the border 
crossing from France at La 
Jonquera. 

Speaking from Madrid yes- 
terday he said: “I was threat- 
ened with being knifed if I 
didn't get out of my cab. I’ve 
seen other drivers getting their 
tyres slashed and windscreens 
pul in. 

“One British driver ran 


through a blockade, sending the 
Spaniards scattering tram the 
read. 

“But then the police pulled 
him over and he got his cab 
smashed up by a mob of 
Spaniards." 

In November, dozens of 
Britons were blockaded by 
French trackers, and their Greek 
counterparts hare since brought 
chaos to roads and ferries. 




• Save around £ 50 * a month. 

• Free legal fees if you transfer vour existing mortgage. 

• Free valuation. 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value of 
your home. 

• No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage 
' indemnity fees. 

• We’ll even guarantee to save you 20% t on your 
existing buildings insurance. 

• To find out how much you could save, call now. 


0I8K 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


DIRECT LINE 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON I MANCHESTER g GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ret IND92 
httpJZwww.dTirectfine.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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I - Vi an “urgent action bulletin” base, winch is the headquarters 

ebiiming that the -ccsisdlitiom of - of 4 Armoured Brigade, but no 
^Ibwiag her detenti^ “ua^ tan(SHit to crae was hurt, 
badiadi- cruel, Inhuman or degrading 'Within days police had dis- 
tal told treatment". covered the terrorists’ hideout 

v Ms McAliskey is wanted for and named former Royal En- 

and cannot careforherbaby in tmestiomng bytbe German au- gineer Michael Dickson, 31, 

prison. " ' taorities ever a mortar-bomb at- who had served in Germany, as 

Roism McAliskey. 25, daugfa- tack on the BridsTi Army base a suspect. They said they be- 

? r ’ ter of the fomiernarkjnalist MP at Osnabruck last June, al- lieved the gang had fled back to 
T Bernadette McAliskey, is being though die says she has never Ireland. Il is understood that the 

I treated as a category A earap- beento Germany. An extradi- Germans intend to allege that 

tional-risk prisoner at Holloway tionhearmgiii London today is Ms McAliskey 'posed as Mr 

^ V) \ jail in London, even though she expected to rubber stamp the Dickson's wife. 

•' ■' tt^-T ffl g*-.- 1 is more than six-months preg- handover to the Germans, but Labour MP Kevin McNa- 

J 03111 au d has no record of leogthy legal appeals will result mara, the party’s former 

• v ^h’’ i violence. in her stffl bemg in Holloway spokesman on Northern ire- 

'flB^H Her treatment is causing when her child is bom. land, has visited Ms McAliskey 

t ' growing concern among MPs The Home Office said last in prison and said that he is con- 

and dvfl limits groups and is be- week that it had received no re- cemed about the designation of 

^ : mg watch^ clrady by Amnesty quest from Ms McAliskey to a six-month pregnant woman, 

RtHsm McAliskey at a 1994 Belfast funeral, and her mother as Bernadette Devfiin in 1971 in Fleet Street, London, protesting at mafia coverage of Ulster International, which has issued care for her child in prison, whose health has been ques- 

— — — However, she has been tc5d that, tkmed by doctors, as a high-risk 

as a category A prisoner, she prisoner. He has tabled ques- 
may not use the prison's baby- tions in the Commons of 

jjg2a i pa« iBMa|||iiifl^ care facilities while other in- Michael Howard, the Home 

mates arc there, ruling out the 


heldm: 


tioato 


possibility of looking after her 
own baby. 

Her mother told The Inde- 
pendent that she was visited by 
a senior prison official last week 
and told that she would have to 
“face up to some realities’’ over 

tire birth of the child. 

“He was as humane as he 
could be, but he said that she 
would have to make some prac- 


tical adjustments as a category 

A prisoner,'' Mrs McAliskey 
said. “He said because the 

Home Office had designated ' I-kafl ‘ , K M 

her an exceptional escape risk, 
she would have to be hand- 
cuffed during the birth. HBB^^IkS 

“He said she wall be hand- 
cuffed to a ‘birthing partner’ 
which I sincerely hope will be BSjPf 
a female rather than male g&Mt Mr* 

prison officer. She was told %Mk 

that because of her designation, 
she could not mix with other 

prisoners and so couldn’t use '. if?.-;" 

the mother-and-baby unit Sf^^V" “.’rfj- 

“Having the baby taken away t 

is something she refuses to ^ 
contemplate. Fm completely Mrs McAliskey; Horrified 
horrified by the prospect, by daughter’s ‘nightmare’ 
She has never been m trouble 

in her life and all of a sudden Secretary, demanding infor- 
theyre putting her through this nation about her treatment 
nightmare.” “1 believe this is quite out- 

Ifthe baby is taken away, Mis rageous,” he said. “I thou^it we 
McAliskey said it would be had heard the last of women be- 
cared for by its father, Sean Mo- ing chained up in hospital. It is 
Cotter, the brother of Liam Me- her designation that will result 
Cotter, a convicted IRA in the baby being taken away be- 
ta rrorisL But she added: “Fm cause, as Category A, she can’t 
afraid be would have trouble mix with the other mothers, 
breast-feeding it" “Tb suggest she would try to 

The extradition warrant for escape is ridiculous. The phys- 
Ms McAliskey says she is sus- ical endurance required for a 
pected of attempted murder heavily pregnant and Ql woman 
and illegally handling explosives, to escape from a prison would 
She was detained at the request be quite extraordinary.” 
of German anti-terrorist offi- Amnesty’s urgent-action bul- 
cers, who have been hunting at letin said- “The outcome of this 
least five members of the IRA possible decision to separate the 
cell which fired three home- . mother and baby would amount 
made mortars from the back of to cxneL, inhuman or degrading 
a van. treatment and would damage 

One of die mortar bombs ex- . permanently the mother-child 
ploded near fuel tanks at the bonding relationship.” 


in ding rela donship. 


Cuts hitting 
RAF safety, 
officers say 


Christopher Bellamy operational tasks. In interviews. 

Defence Correspondent senior officers warn of low 

morale and that aircraft are hav- 
Tbe RAF is not ready for “even ing to be cannibalised to keep 
a minor combat role”, and safe- a few flying, 
ty has been put at risk because Air Vice Marshal 8oz Robin- 
of financial cutbacks and a son, a former station conunan- 
shortages of spares, according der at RAF Valley, Anglesey, 
to offiejerswho have recently left who keeps in touch with the 
the service. RAF as a light aircraft instruc- 

An RAF technician will say tor, said: “The mood through- 
on a television programme, out the whole of the Air Force 
which is to be screened tonight, is ‘What on earth is happening 
that he bad been told not to tell to us? "We were a perfectly 
aircrews that certain wires in good air force. Why does all this 
Tornados and Harriers might nave to happen?'” 
catch fire because of extra wear = Group Captain Nefl Buck- 
and tear. land, a senior RAF pl ann er in 

The crews were not to be told theMoD until last year, said the 
about the wiring, called Kapton, RAF did not have the spares it 
he said, because “if there is a needed lo keep the planes it has 
war, or even if there is not a war, flying and was forced to “can- 
and they know this cable may - mbahse” them instead, 
ignite, they will not go on; they Fljght Lieutenant James 

will not be in the aircraft”. Archer, a Tornado pilot at RAF 
The US Air Force decided to Leuchars, Fife, until last year 
move away from using Kapton said: “When I joined 43 
as long ago as 1988. Squadron at Leuchars. we prob- 

The Independent recently ably had eight aeroplanes aithe 
reported concern about the start of the day that were ser- 
RAFs ability to keep its Nim- viceable. Very quickly after 
rod maritime patrol aircraft in that, sort of "93, ‘94, we were get- 
the air. The new evidence about ting down to very bad situations, 
front line strike aircraft is re- We were regularly seeing a 
vealed in an episode of the good day being six aircraft and 
Channel 4 Dispatches pro- a bad day being one”, 
gramme to be screened tonight. The most damning comment 

The programme cites a con- is from former Tornado pilot 
fidenrial report by Air Chief Squadron Xeader Ed Smith. . 
Marshal Sir William Wratten He said: “At theffont line, true 
warning that cots in manpow- effectiveness is being reduced, 
er were “biting deeply" into Vte are not ready for even a mi- 
tbe RAF s ability to fulfil its nor combat role”. 
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xvussia accuses mto oi plotting tc 
wreck alliance of ex-Soviet states 



Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

Russia yesterday continued its 
verbal offensive against Nato, 
accusing the Western Alliance's 
Secretary-General. Javier 
Solana, erf hatching a covert plan 
to break Moscow's tkswhh otb- 
■ eribnner Soviet repuHrcs- the 
ConunonweaJih of Indepen- 
dent-States (CIS). Russia's 
“near abroad” — . inarder to pre- 
vent it from re forming itself as 
a military affiance: 

The atzsdc appears to be a di- 
rect response toNalo's plans to 
expand as it p r ep ares to incor- 
porate new members from 
Eastern Europe. It comes in the 
run-up to the Helsinki summit 
between President Boris Yehsm 
and Bin Clinton on 21 March. 

On Tuesday Russia reiterat- 
ed the provisions of its 1993 M3- 
itary Doctrine, that “allies erf 
nuclear states”, which Poland 
would be if it joined Nato in 
1999, would be regarded as 
legitimate targets fen 1 Russian 
nuclear weapons in response to 
conventional attack. 

Diplomatic sources said Rus- 
sia was trymg to establish a 
strong negotiating portion as 
Nato begins to work out the 
details of enlargement to em- 
brace East European 
soch as Poland; Hnngaiy and 
the Czech Republic. 

President Yeltsin's press sec- 
retary, Sergey Yastrzheaibsky, 
yesterday said Dr Solans 
had “undeclared, behind -the- 
scenes” arms in making a tour 
of four former Soviet states in 
: the “near abroad”. The tour in- 
eludes Moldova, and the Cau- 
■f casian republics of Georgia, 

• Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

On Tuesday, Mr Yeltsin’s 
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Holding the pass: A Russian soldier manning an automatic grenade launcher on the border with Afghanistan 


Photograph: Reuter 


retaiy-Gen eraTs tour while Yuri 
Baturin, secretary of Russia's 
Defence Counril defied calls to 
withdraw Russian troops from 
Moldova where it still has two 
infan try battalions. 

“The West as a whole, and 
the leadership of Nato in par- 
ticular, is opposed to any form 
of political or mifirary integra- 
tion b etween the newly inde- 
pendent states - the republics 
of the former USSR- especially 
when they are initiated by 
Moscow”, Mr Ysstizherobsky 
told the Moscow Interfax news 
agency. He said Mr Solana strip 
was obviously part of an “anti- 
Moscow line" and that Russia 
saw it “no doubt without sym- 
pathy, but with concern”. 

Nato said: "There is nothing 
anti-Moscow in what we are do- 
ing in the Caucasus. Dr Solana 
is visiting aQ 27 Partnership for 
Peace countries. it is fully trans- 
parent In feet, ft would be im- 
polite not to go". 

Nate's “Partnership for 
Peace” scheme, launched in 
1994> aims to build cooperation 
between Nato, East European 
and former Soviet states. 


“Nato does not regnd the re- 
lationship between these coun- 
tries and Nato and the 
relationship between these 
countries and Russia as mutu- 
ally exclusive”, said a Nato 
spokesman. Neither has Rnssia. 
in the past 'While endeavour- 
ing to build up the CIS as a re- 
gional security pact, Russia has 
also appealed to Nato to help 



Sotana; Ho nuclear weapons 
in the new member states’ 

with its security concerns in 
Central Asia, where the advance 
of Islamic fundamentalism, in 
particular in Afghanistan, is 
causing great concern. 

Some observers see the attack 
on Dr Solana as an attempt to 
sideline Nato and lend support 
to Beach President Jacques 


Chirac's proposal for a five- 
power summit of America. Rus- 
sia, Germany. Britain and 
France to establish a pact be- 
tween Russia and the WesL 

The US has refused even to 
acknowledge the proposal The 
US ambassador to Nato, 
Robert Hunter, said on Mon- 
day that there bad been no 
“formal proposal” and insisted 
that “Secretary-General Solana 
is the negotiator for Nato” 

Russia wants a legally bind- 
ing “Charter” as a quid pro quo 
for accepting Nato expansion. 
The US. which dominates the 
Western Alliance, is prepared 
to accept a politically binding 
charter, but not one which is 
legally binding. ’ . 

Negotiations between Nato 
and Rnsaa on nndear non-pro- 
liferation began on 24 January, 
and these are seen as part of a 
pattern of developing a broad- 
er strategic relationship. 

Yesterday Dr Solana was in 
the Georgian capital Tbilisi. 
There he said that Nato en- 
largement was inevitable but 
added that Moscow had "mis- 
conceptions and stereotypes" 
about Alliance plans. 

He reaffirmed to Georgia’s 
parliament that Nato had no 
plans to deploy nuclear . 
weapons in new member states 
in Eastern Europe. Georgia 
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has been a keen participant in 
ftunncxship for Peace but has no 
plans to apply to join Nato. 

Russia is extremely sensitive 
about the former Soviet re- 
publics. partly for reasons of 
self-esteem, but also as a means 


of securing hs vulnerable south- 
ern border, where concerns 
about religious and ethnic prob- 
lems and natural resources all 
coincide. 

Russia has 11,000 troops in 
Turkmenistan and 12,000 in 


Tajikistan as a CIS-mandated 
“peacekeeping force". The 
Kremlin also secs the CIS as a 
means to protect more than 21) 
million ethnic Russians who 
still live outside Russia in oth- 
er former Soviet republics. 


Madagascar storm 
leaves 34 dead 

Five hundred people were missing and 34 confirmed dead 
in the wake of a storm that hit the north-west of the bland 
at the weekend, the government of Madagascar said. The 
Population Minister. Duller Rumaromisa, also said 
considerable damage was caused by the tropica! depression 
Josje, which dumped large amounts of rain on Ihe 
vanilla-growing nurthwesl. Reuter- Antananarivo 

Serb students vow to fight on 

Thousands of students inarched in Belgrade as 
demonstrations continued despite passage »F a law 
reversing an election fraud. Students and the opposition 
Zajedno coalition said they would keep up pressure on 
President Slobodan Milosevic. Among other things, they 
want Belgrade University’s rector and a student co-rector 
sacked: one of Zajedno's demands is for greater access to 
strictly controlled state media. Reuter - Belgrade 

Bulgarians set poll date 

The Bulgarian President. Petar Skw.innv named an 
interim cabinet led by Sofia’s respected mayor Stefan 
Soliunski and set l y April as the dale for elections. After 
30 days of protests, the Socialists last week gave up efforts 
to form a new. cabinet and agreed to elections 2D nwmlhs 
early. Router - Sofia 

More victims of Saddam’s rage 

Iraqi dissidents said Iraqi security forces killed 1 1 people 
this month while living to detain suspects in ihe 
assassination attempt on Saddam Hussein’s eldest son. 
t day. The victims were believed lo he niemlvrs ol a famih 
accused ot harbouring suspects. The dead included several 
women and children, the dissidents said. The incident 
reportedly occurred 2 February in the Gre’at suburb of 
Baghdad, believed to be populated by Shia Muslims who 
oppose President Saddam’s regime. AP - Cairo 

Uganda denies crash claim 

Uganda denied a Zairean claim that a cargo plane earning 
Ugandan troops crashed in eastern Zaire. A Zairean 
dele nee ministry official said on Tuesday that it came down 
on Monday night on the Zairean side of the Ruwctuori 
mountain area and lhal the survivors were captured by a 
group of Zairean soldiers. Reuter - Kampala 

Bomb blasts Nigerian soldiers 

A bomb packed with nails blasted a miliuuy bus in a Lagos 
street wounding eight people, five of them Nigerian 
soldiers. Router - Lagos 


REMORTGAG 

ING 

OR MOVING H< 

3ME? 

UP TO I| 

£ 10,0 

00 

CASH BONUS || 


Two 

hearts 




billed 
as one. 


Orange Taikshare. Two reduced price phones. 

One Talk Plan with shared minutes. One con- 
nection charge. One monthly bill. One great 
Valentines gift for you and your partner. 

■ 60 minutes of free talk time to share 
each month for only £37.50 (plus VAT >. 

■ Calls between Orange phones only i 

lOp per minute (Dias VAT) throughout 

the week. 

■ Weekend calls only 5p per minute ■ 

(plus VAT) for ail local, national and 

Orange to Orange calls. 

■ Orange benefits include per second a 

billing, free 12 months insurance with 

Available for Valentines Day ana until 3'st March 1997 at 



Motorola mr20 twin pack 

-. r. p.) 

24 hour replacement and a 14 day 
money back guarantee. 

Both phones will receive new numbers 
from Orange Personal Communications 

Connection to Orange Talkshare is 
subject to status and a one off 
connection charge oi 230 (plus VAT r 

Your Orange contract will be for a 
minimum of 12 months. 






"I 1 . 1 . rLM.I :.L^ T I IH ■ ' »!■ ' I iMI ill l i l n. ■ ' -* 



Rino free on On 00 425425 for details of vow nerves* store. 


Ji 


















12 


THURSDAY IS FEBRUARY 1991 * THE INDEPENDENT 


international 


Korean upheaval: Corruption scandal shakes government in South, as defector leaves North reeling 

Top Seoul politicians offer to resign over bribe claims 


Sang-hun Choe 

Associated Press 


Seoul — South Korea’s Prime Min- 
ister and its governing party chair- 
man said yesterday they were ready 
to resign to take moral responsibility 
for a bribes-for-loans scandal. 

"1 believe the Prime Minister 
must take responsibility," Prime 
Minister Lee Soo Sung was quoted 
by his spokesman as telling a Cabi- 
net meeting. “1 have no intention to 
cling to mv post-” 

Ahn Kwan Kj. Mr Lee's spokes- 
man. said the Prime Minister held 
himself morally responsible, al- 
though he was not directly involved 
in the scandal, which centres on a 
bankrupt steel company. 

Lee Hong Koo. chairman of the 
ruling New “Korea Party, also told 
President Kim Young Sam that he 
was ready to resign, party officials 
said yesterday. Mr Lee had been 
seeking his party’s nomination to run 
for president in an election sched- 
uled for December 

It remained uncertain whether the 
President would accept (be two 
leaders’ offer to quit, officials said. 
The offers came short Iv after 



Centre of attention: Kim Woo Suk, who offered to resign as Home Affairs Minister, heading for the prosecutor’s office in Seoul for questioning yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


prosecutors called in two close aides 
to President Kim for questioning 
about alleged involvement in the 
scandal. Before he appeared for 
questioning, the Home Minister. 
Kim Woo Suk, also offered to resign. 


Also questioned yesterday was 
Hwang Byong Tae, a former am- 
bassador to China and now a rul- 
ing party MP. Kwon Ro Gap, a 
close confidant of opposition pres- 
idential hopeful Khn Dae Jung, was 


another politician questioned 
yesterday. 

Two bank heads and two govern- 
ment MPx, including an aide to 
President Kim. have already been ar- 
rested on charges of taking bribes or 


peddling influence for loans to bank- 
rupt Hanbo Steel Industry Co. 

Hanbo SteeL, a flagship company 
of the Hanbo group. South Korea’s 
14th largest conglomerate, collapsed 
on 23 January with S6bn debt, most- 


ly in bank loans. Three other Han- 
bo subsidiaries also went under. 

The Home Minister headed the 
Construction Ministry in 1993-1994, 
when Hanb o obtained a government 
permit to build a steel plant on re- 


claimed land. Mr Hwang was am- 
bassador to China m 1993-1995, 
when Hanbo was looking into in- 
vestments in steel and construction 
projects there. He heads the National 
Assembly's Finance Committee 1 . 

Mr Kwon, a vice president of the 
largest opposition party, the National 
Congress for New Politics, had ear- 
lier admitted receiving $180,000- 
from Hanbo but claimed it was a le- 
gitimate political contribution. 

He also admitted later that he had 
received $116,000 from Hanbo 
through a government MP who was 
arrested on Tuesday on charges of 
taking an equal amount of cash in 
bribes from the steel company. 

The developments were the lat- 
est in the 18-day government in- 
vestigation into the scandal; which 
has become a major_ embarrass- 
ment for President Kim and his 
government. 

Mr Dae-jung said he has evi- 
dence that the President received il- 
legal political funds from Hanbo for 
his 1992 election campaign, which 
eventually laid the foundation for the 
preferential government bank loans 
to the steel company. The President 
did not respond to the accusation. 
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Defection 
exposes 
weakness 
in Kim’s 
leadership 


Richard Lloyd Parry 


The government of North Ko- 
rea, already one of the most iso- 
lated and unpredictable in the 
world, suffered a devastating 
blow yesterday, when one of its 
most senior cadres defected to 
its haled enemy. South Korea. 

Hwang Jang Yop, a close ad- 
viser of the North Korean 
leader, Kim Jong II, and one of 
the regime’s leading ideologues, 
fled to the South Korean em- 
bassy in Peking, and requested 
asylum, according to Seoul's 
foreign ministry . Tlie South Ko- 
rean cabinet, which is reeling 
from a corruption scandal, held 
an emergency meeting to discuss 
the defection and toe foreign 
minister immediately cancelled 
a planned visit to an interna- 
tional meeting in Singapore. 

Mr Hwang is the highest- 
ranking official ever to desert 
North Korea, and the defection 
could hardly have come at a 
more sensitive moment Eco- 
nomically, the country is be- 
lieved to be dose to collapse, 
with continued fuel shortages 
bringing paralysis to factories 
and farms and forcing the clo- 
sure of unheated schools and of- 
fices. After two consecutive 
years of serious floods, the 
country recently admitted it has 
only half of the rice it needs to 
feed its people. 

Pyongyang has received mil- 
lioos of pounds of grain and fuel 
oil from the United States, 
Japan and South Korea, as well 
as international charities and 
United Nations organisations. 
The U.N.'s food aid agency 
said yesterday h bad launched 
an urgent appeal to raise $41.6 
million for urgent supplies to 
stave off famine in North Korea. 

The Rome-based World 
Food Progamme said people 
were receiving a quarter of 
their minimum daily food needs. 

Bur for aD its obvious eco- 
nomic distress, the Pyongyang 
regime has never before given 
any sign of being politically di- 
vided, and Mr Hwang's defec- 
tion may prove to be a turning 
point in more ways than one. As 
one of the most senior members 
of the ruling Workers’ Party, he 
wffl be able to provide unprece- 
dented information on the in- 
ternal workings of the most 
closed country in the world. But, 
alarmingly, his desertion sug- 
gests that North Korea's do- 
mestic turmoil reaches the 
highest political level. 

Yesterday’s defection is made 
all the more humilia ting by its 
tuning. This Sunday, the 55th 
birthday of the country's “Dear 
Leader". Kim Jon® D, is North 
Korea's biggest national holiday, 
celebrated nationwide with pa- 
rades, operas and gymnastic 
displays. Mr Hwang was in 
Pelting on his way back from 
Tokyo where he was guest of ho- 
nour at a seminar held in hon- 
our of the Dear Leader. In 
speeches and interviews, he em- 
phasised the stability of Kim 
Jong H*s regime and predicted 
that he would soon take on the 
post of president, left vacant by 
the death in 1994 of his father. 


the country's founding leader 
Kim D Sung. 

As a secretary of the Work- 
ers' Party, 72- year old Mr 
Hwang was ranked in the top 25 
of the North Korean political hi- 
erarchy. He was educated at the 
dlite Kim D Sung University and 
in Moscow, and like many lead- 
ing patty members is said to be 
a distant relative of Kim Jong U. 

Mr Hwang served as chair- 
man of the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the North’s par- 
liament, the Supreme Peoples' 
Assembly. He was one of its 
most senior propagandists, the 
leading exponent of the coun- 
try’s guiding philosophy oijuche 
or “self reliance”, Pyongyang's 
curious blend of conventional 
Marxism and the personality cull 
of the Kim family. 

“He’s not just a big fish, he’s 
a blue whale,” said Aidan Fos- 
ter-Carter of the Leeds Uni- 
versity Korea Project yesterday. 
“The blow to the Pyongyang 
government is immeasurable,” 
said Koichi Kate, the secretary- 
general of Japan's Liberal De- 
mocratic Party, which has dose, 
unofficial ties with Pyongyang. 

A second man, identified as 
Kim Duk Hung, the president 
of a North Korean trading com- 
pany, accompanied Mr Hwang 



Hwang Jang Yop: Highest 
official to desert North Korea 

to the South Korean embassy. 
“Since it has been established 
that he is defecting of his own 
free will, the issue will be han- 
dled through consultations with 
the Chinese government,'' 
Seoul's ambassador to Peking, 
Chung Jong Wook, said last 
night. The two are not yet home 
and dry: China maintains a dis- 
creet but dose relationship with 
North Korea and is obliged by 
treaty to repatriate North Ko- 
reans found without valid trav- 
el documents. 

Pyongyang's unofficial «n- 
bassy in Tokyo, the General 
Association of Korean Resi- 
dents, denied the reports, in- 
sisting that Mr Hwang bad 
already boarded a train bound, 
for North Korea. 

“Hwang’s defection is the 
strongest ever signal foe S talinis t 
regimes hierarchy is cracking,* 
said Park Hun -Ok, senior fellow 
at Seoul's Institute of North Ko- 
rean Studies. 

“With North Korea’s econo- 
my in a shambles and the coun- 
try totally isolated in the into*- 
national community, only its 
juche ideology has been the dri- 
ving force to keep it alive." : 
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patience: Crackdown on victims of pyramid schemes 



De Klerk denies 
Afrikaner 
sell-out jibes 
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Crying out: A woman shouting anti-government slogans In Wore yesterday. The town has lost $500m 


Photograph: Reinhard Krause/Reuters 


Police strangle 
Albania protest 


Ntary Braid 

Johannesburg 

FW de Klerk, I he last white- 

minority president of Sooth 
Africa, denied yesterday that he 
was under pressure to resign as 
leader of the National ftarty. de- 
spite a week of rekadea and 
unprecedented attacks in the 
conservative Afrikaner press. 

the Bw$er and Rapport - 
traditionally M*-oippwtmg- to- 
gether with right-wing intellec- 
tuals. have accused Mr de Klerk 
of selling out the Afrikaners' 
right to setf-«k termination dur- 
ing the 1994 negotiations which 
coded while-minority nik\ 

The newspapers seized on 
comments made by Mr de 
Klerk un a recent visit to Lon- 
d»Mi and on old claims in a new 
book that the African National 
Congress (AN Cl was surprised 
at how easily the NP caved in 
during the crucial negotiations. 

Ltak de \ Thins, editor of Rap- 
part, issued a rallying cry at the 
weekend, arguing that the 
“broad Afrikaans community 
must mount a recovery action 
as never before’* in its history. 

The campaign against Mr 
de Klerk - arguably the most 


vicious against tut NP lender in 
more than 40 years - reflects 
panic and paranoia in (he 
Afrikaner community which 
claims its language, culture, 
and identity arc dvmg. 

Disaffection is growing, ref- 
lected at one extreme ny the 
bombings at Christmas Iw right- 
wingeis and the recent arrest of 
ultra-nationalists on charges of 
stealing arms from an army 
base. Dissatisfaction is reflected 
more generally in polk which 
show a significant drt'p in sup- 
port for the NP. 

Sesterday, un the morning 
that the Cape Timer reported 
that NP unity and De Klerk 
Icadctship were now on lire line, 
Mrde Klerk came out lighting. 

"It wasn't u defeat." he said 
of the 1 W4 negotiated transfer 
of power. “It was an historie 
accord which saved this coun- 
try from a civil war ... 1 have 
nothing 1 am ashamed of and 
nothing lo apologise for." 

Mr dc Klerk said the entire 
debate about what was won and 
lust in 1W4 was “sterile'*. 
Rounding on other “white" 
panics who joined in the criti- 
cism, he mocked politicians 
who mustered bul a fraction of 


the NP’s votes and scOnred (he 
right-wing Freedom Front’s 
preoccupation with the cre- 
ation of an Afrikaneis' VidksLui 
in some comer tif South Africa. 

Bui Mr de Klerk admitted that 
the recent assault had a grass- 
roots base, saying it was a sip? 
of frustration in a community 
which felt it was being "hound- 
ed". But to look for scapegoats 
was not the solution, he argued. 

He urged Afrikaners to look 
forward. Despite recent failures 
by the parly to form alliances 
with other minority parties, he 
stood by the idea that the NP 
amid go into the next elect tun 
at the head of an opposition 
alliance. 

Analysis argue that the NP is 
too weighed down by the bag- 
gage of apartheid to ie.id a via- 
ble opposition or to .UltJCi 
sutiicient black votes. Mr de 
Klerk said yesterday that he re- 
alised the harm ap. in had had 
done South .\lriea. But he ai- 
gued (but the development of 
one-party government w:ls -un- 
healthy" in a democracy. It is a 
message which rings rather hol- 
low coming from a party which 
for decades brutally repressed all 
democratic movements. 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Albanian riot police sealed off 
streets in Tirana and sur- 
rounded the headqnamas of the 
main opposition party yesterday 
iq an effort to prevent anti-gov- 
ernment protests in the capital. 
Police confined leaders of4he 
Socialist Party, the former rul- 
ing Communists, to their offices 
and also banned a rally at 

Tirana's mam gtarifnm fhat hpjt 

been organised by the Forum 
for Democracy, a coaEtkm of 
opposition -gronps. 

Id tibe southern port of Vlo- 
ra, which has been effectively 
otn of government control since 
last ‘fiiesday, more than 2,000 
people inarched to the home of 
a local vegetable store owner 
who was lolled in riots earlier 
this week. 

Only a few uniformed police 
offices were on the streets, and 
they made no attempt to break 
up the march. 

The Prime Minister, Atek- 
sander Meksd, has denounced 
the protests as inspired by ex- 
treme leftists and has an- 
nounced, plans for a partial 


state of emergency that would 
enable the army to protect Vlo- 
ra’s port and other sensitive 
zones. 

However, the plans have not 
yet been put into effect, and 
some members of the ruling De- 
mocratic Party fear that the in- 
troduction of a state of 
emergency would merely lead 
to a bloodbath and revolution. 

The p rotests were sparked by 
the collapse of pyramid savings 
schemes in which tens of thou- 
sands of Albanians have lost ah 
their money. They have turned 
into an onslaught on the gov- 
ernment partly because many 
people subject that Democra- 
tic rarty officials have benefit- 
ed from the scams. 

Opposition attempts to cap- 
italise on the crisis have met a 
firm response from the police, 
who have disrupted all attempts 
to stage rallies in Tirana. Op- 
position pofititians have been 
harassed and even physically 
assaulted. 

However, the government 
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appointing Ethem Knrti, a well- 
liked native of Vlora, as the 
city’s new police chief. 
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Press law terrorises 
Ethiopian writers 


David Orr 

Addis Ababa 

Like other journalists on the 
technologically under-resourced 
Ethiopian weekly, Tobiya. Biru 
Tsegaye has to write his reports 
with pen on paper. But that is 
the least of his problems. Far 
more worrying is the threat of 
imprisonment. With three mem- 
bers of the staff in jail, the act- 
ing editor cannot but help think 
he might he next. 

Ethiopia might enjoy more 
press freedom than most Afri- 
can countries - according to a 
just -published report by the 
New York-based human rights 
organisation. Freedom House, 
it has a "partly free press" - but 
it has more journalists in prison 
than any other country on the 
continent. At the time of writ- 
ing. there are about 14 journal- 
ists in detention in Ethiopia: few 
of them have been tried. 

When Arega Wolde Kirkos 


was arrested early this year in 
connection with the publication 
of a reader’s letter. Tobiya de- 
rided to dose down for a month 
in protest. Two journalists were 
imprisoned late last year for re- 
printing in the Tobiya monthly 
magazine a contentious article 
by an Ethiopian professor liv- 
ing abroad (one has since been 
released on bail). Another was 
detained for an investigative 
piece on the hijacked Ethiopi- 
an Airlines flight which crashed 
last year in the Indian Ocean. 

Tobiya is due to reappear to- 
day. However, journalists believe 
their troubles are far from over. 

"It’s clear the government 
doesn't want a free press," says 
the paper's lawyer, Derbew 
Tcmcsgen. "We’re being vic- 
timised and the situation seems 
to be getting worse. The gov- 
ernment could dose us down 
very easily. A fine of 80.000 birr 
(£7,600) would wipe us out im- 
mediutelv." 


At the forefront of press 
grievance is the Press Procla- 
mation which was introduced in 
1992, a year after the overthrow 
of the repressive Deigue regime 
which had ruled Ethiopia for 17 
years. Though it abolished cen- 
sorship, the new law has made 
it difficult for jour nalis ts to 
write about such subjects as eth- 
nicity and national security. 

Harsh sentences have been 
given to those journalists 
deemed to have violated the of- 
ten arbitrary interpretation of 
the new press laws. 

In the past three years, says 
a recently-published report by 
the Paris-based press rights 
group. Reporters Sans Fron- 
ticres, around 150 journalists 
have been subject to legal pro- 
ceedings in Ethiopia. 

"Their crime." says the re- 
port. "was revealing news about 
national security or ethnic ri- 
valry. In Ethiopia, criticising the 
government, or even showing 


some signs of independence, 
can lead to arrest or a police 
summons." 

With more than 70 ethnic 
groups living within its bor- 
ders, the subject of ethnicity is 
a vexatious one. During the 
ceign of Emperor Haile Selassie 
(1930-1974) and a gtin during 
the Detgue regime, political 
power was largely vested in the 
Amhars who make up about a 
third of the population. 

The ruling coalition of Meles 
Zenawi, however, is widely seen 
as being dominated by the 
northern Tigrayans. . 

‘There is minority rule in this 
country and we take a strong ed- 
itorial line on the subject." says 
Haflu Woldetsadik, acting gen- 
eral manager of Tobiya. 

"The government is devoting 
more economic resources 
to Tigre than to other parts 
of the countiy. It should not 
be punishable to discuss issues 
like this." 






Going home: A Palestinian woman arriving in Ramaltah after being released from an Israeli jail. Some of these 
women face problems returning to traditional Muslim families who consider jail a social stigma Photograph: AP 
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Speaker to be 
new president 
of Ecuador 


PluV Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 

Ecuador’s Congress has ap- 
pointed its Speaker, Fabian 
Alarcon, as the country's Pres- 
ident, ending a week of politi- 
cal turmoil caused by the 
ousting of president Abdala 
Bucaram on the grounds of 
"mental incapacity." 

Mr Alarcon, 49. a lawyer, 
replaced Rosalia Arteaga,' 40. 
She was appointed interim pres- 
ident on Sunday in a compro- 
mise deal brokered by the 
military to end street protests. 

There had been reports that 
once she was in the job Mrs 
Arteaga would not give it up. 
But she resigned on Hiesday 
night shortly before Congress 
voted in Mr Alarcon. She did, 
however, criticise Mr Alarcon’s 
appointment and called for a 
referendum to change the con- 
stitution so that Congress could 
not dump a president and name 
its Speaker for the job. 

Mr Bucaram, meanwhile, 
still claimed to be the country’s 
legal president and called Mr 
Alarcon “a Judas, a traitor”, for 
using a little-known law to get 
rid of him. 

Mr Bucaram once relished 
the nickname “el loco," the 
madman, but no-one seriously 
considered him insane. Eccen- 
tric, certainly. He is now on a 
tour of South American capitals 
to push his line that he was 


illegally ousted and that the 
same thing could happen to oth- 
er leaders in the continent 
Mr Alarcon is. to call new 
elections next year, so that a new 
president can be sworn in in Au- 
gust 199S. He is expected to nm, 
as is Mrs Arteaga. Mr Bucaram 
has said he will also run, al- 
though some Ecuadorean ana-j 
lysts doubt he will return from 
his current tour, as he may 
face corruption charges. , 
The recent turmoil began 
after Mr Bucaram, who ran far, 
President as a populist last year, 
and won easily, performed a 
policy about-turn and imposed 
a series of austerity measures. 
These included prices rises bf 
up to 300 per cent on bask util- 
ities. such as electricity arid 
gas. He was also widely critid&d 
for corruption, and for giving 
government jobs to his relatwes 
and friends. I. 

“The entire country is brekth- 
in£> easier because we havdput 
this crisis behind us." said the 
armed forces chief. General 
Paco Moncayo. I 

Gen Moncayo. a key figure in 
the negotiations to end tie cri- 
sis, was widely applauded ivhen 
be appeared m Congress for the 
swearing-in ceremony. I 
The dispute over powifr gen- 
erated widespread feirs in 
Ecuador that if no one took 
charge, the military Jwould 
seize control of the country 
themselves. j 
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Rwbwd Lloyd Parry 

Singapore S' 

The FaanjgaSeamiy, Malcolm 
Rifkmd, arrived in Singapore 
yesterday for. me e tings with 
European and Asian counter- 
parts at which he -will try to 
consolidate pressure on Oima 
to preserve human ri ghts in 
Hong Kong after Britain’s han- 
dover of the colony. 

“Any proposals*© repeal any 
of the human rights ordinances 
that currently apply in Hong 
Kong would be a retrograde 
step," Mr Rifkmd said after a 
meeting with Singapore's For- 
eign Minister,' Snanmugam 
Jayaknmar. 

“Concern has been expressed 
right across the international 
community, mrimfing; the Unit- 
ed States, Europe and else- 
where, and we hope the 
tTimese side wQl give very se- 
rious consideration to these 
concerns.™ 

Singapore is hosting two days 
of talks between the foreign 
ministers of the European 
Union and the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(Asean). On Saturday, they will 


be joined by delegations from 
South Korea, Japan and China 
for the so called Asia Europe 
Meeting (Asem). 

The official agenda ranges 
from the promotion of eco- 
nomic ana h i Killings lfnlrc to 
educational exchanges and the 
battle against the drugs trade. 

But the gathering is being 
overshadowed by worries about 
human rights in Burma, East 
Timor and potentially, in H ong 
Kong after it reverts to Chinese 
rule on 1 July. 

On Friday Mr Rifkand will 
meet the Chinese Fo reign Min- 
ister, Qian Qichen, mwfaat will 
almost certainly be the last 
meeting of British mKiChmese 
foreign ministers before 30 
June. 

In January, relations between 
Britain and China hit a new low 
after Peking announced h. will 
amend Hong Kong's BQl of 
Rights, passed under Governor 
Chris Patten, restoring colonial- 
era laws that limit freedom of 
assembly and association. 

The announcement infuriat- 
ed Mr Fatten and provoked a 
formal British protest. China 
was sufficiently taken aback by 


Seeking affias: Mr Sfifkind with his Singaporean counterpart, whom the Foreign Secretary hopes wfll put pressure on Chine Photograph: Reuter 


the furore, and by the negative 
effect that this had on the 
standing in the colony of its des- 
ignated head for Hong Kong, 
lung Chee-bwa, to announce it 
would not be necessary to rein- 
troduce the old, repressive colo- 
nial laws after all Instead, it said 
new, undefined ways would be 
found to guarantee Hong 
Kong’s “stability". 

Mr Rifkmd will try to bring 
about a retraction by Peking of 


it most hardline statements. A 
senior aide said: “We don’t re- 
gard these utterances as im- 
mutable and there is still 
something to play for.™ 

Mr Riflrind wfll use the op- 
portunity to strengthen the un- 
official international coalition 
pressing Peking to respect hu- 
man rights and independent in- 
stitutions in Hong Kong. 

“There is an international 
dimension to this. The world is 


watching Hong Kong.” said the 
British official. "We'Ve had suc- 
cesses in making sure the US 
and our main European part- 
ners, plus Japan. the Australians 
and New Zealanders have been 
speaking ouL™ 

The potential gap in the jig- 
saw lies among the Asean coun- 
tries. They have been much 
more reluctant to speak out on 
human rights. Indonesia has 
threatened to walk out of this 


week’s meetings if the Eumpean 
side so much as mentions East 
Timor, the Portuguese colony 
brutally annexed by Jakarta 20 
years ago. The other point of 
friction is Burma's military gov- 
ernment, which the EU re- 
gards as a pariah, but which is 
expected to become an .Ascan 
member as early as next year. 

Mr Riikind said yesterday 
that Burma’s military govern- 
ment was “a rather nastv. dic- 


tatorial regime 1 ', but stopped 
short of calling tor its interna- 
tional isolation. 

■Singapore (API — Police 
detained and hundcuifed an 
Associated Press reporter 
during the news conference by 
Mr Rifkmd and his Singapore- 
an counterpart. A police state- 
ment said Vijay Joshi “thrust his 
tape recorder toward the min- 
isters in an overly aggressive 
manner". He was later released. 


Taiwan’s rulers damp down on old Triad allies 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

Taiwan’s governmertt is claiming that 
almost one in six of Triad gang mem- 
bens have revoked them membership 
just in time to avoid prosecution un- 
der draconian new anti-gang laws 
which are so for-reaching as to be 
causing concern among human rights 
groups. 

As of midnight yesterday, prose- 
cutors will be able to act against any 
grouping of more than threepeople 
who arebefieved robe assoc&ttm^ for 
the purpose of taking part in emm- 


nal activities or participating in crim- 
inal behaviour classified as “habitu- 
al, violent and In threatening 
patterns". 

The new law, which comes into 
foiceloday, is so loose as to allow the 
prosecution of political party mem- 
btts and members of social dubs who 
may be suspected of having criminal 
intentions. 

The mduskm of political party 
members is not without foundation 
because, according to the Justice 
Ministry, 296 out of the 858 elected 
representatives at local government 
level are involved in Triad activities. 


Many legislators are also suspect- 
ed of having dose Triad associations, 
and the construction industry, prop- 
erty development and the entertain- 
ment industries are riddled with 
oigansed crime connections. 

Public concern over the growth and 
strength of criminal gangs hes behind 
the new laws which also lower the 
standards for the burden of proof to 
secure convictions. 

Newspapers and radio talk shows 
are filled with members of thejwb- 
lic expressing fears that Thiwan is be- 
ing submerged under tlte influence of 
Triad gangs. 


“The direction of opinion is mov- 
ing towards an undesirable result that 
exploits public discontent against 
gangs ana their newly-acquired sta- 
tus m politics,” said Kao Rney-jeng, 
president of the Thipei Bar Associa- 
tion. “Even if the government says it 
wants to send all gangsters to heD, the 
people will say ‘yes’.” 

Toe fear is that the new laws will 
be used against legitimate protest 
groups in a throwback to the old days 
before martial law was finally repealed 
in 1987. JLin Yu-fang, an opposition 
New Party legislator, said, “I might 
not be able to runfor elections if they 


decide to turn against me™. He com- 
plained that “in the past, the gov- 
ernment did not do enough to strike 
against gangsters. Now the new law 
is giving too much power for the gov- 
ernment to punish ordinary 
people." 

Under the law. a two-month grace 
period was granted for Triad mem- 
bers to turn themselves in to the po- 
lice to avoid faring imprisonment of 
six-months to five-years phis a ten- 
year suspension of the right to run for 
public office. 

Although the police are happy 
that so many gangsters have turned 


themselves m and 35 gangs, or one 
third of all known triad societies, have 
gone through disbandment proce- 
dures, the authorities ore fur from sure 
that this signals an end to criminal in- 
volvement by those involved. 

The irony is that the ruling Kuom- 
intang Party, which retreated to Tai- 
wan in 1949, following the success of 
the Cammunisi revolution on the Chi- 
nese mainland, was heavily dependent 
on Triad gangster support and gave 
shelter to the Chinese criminal ele- 
ments who arc now fleeing back to 
the mainland to avoid the crackdown 
in Taiwan. 


LIMA — President Alberto 
Fujimori was due yesterday to 
take the reins in Peru’s negoti- 
ations with Marxist rebels hold- 
ing 72 hostages al (lie Japanese 
ambassador's home. 

The government and Tupac 
Amaru Revoluuonaty Move- 
ment (MRTA) rebels agreed on 
Tlicsday to push on with farther 
negotiations after a first face-to- 
face meeting to end the stand- 
off that began on 17 December. 

“We have agreed (on) the 
procedures to inflow in future 
conversations and we have 
agreed to continue the conver- 
sations at a date yet to he set. ' 
mediators said in a statement. 

Japan’s Foreign Ministry re- 
acted positively to the meeting. 
Ministry spokesman Hiroshi 
Huslumoio said in a statement 
that his government hoped "the 
talks will pave the way for the 
start of full negotiations sit that 
the incident can he solved 
peacefully, and the hi stages 
freed early.” 

MRTA rebels stormed the 
Japanese envoy's home on in 
December, demanding the re- 
lease of comrades lield in Pe- 
ruvian jails in exchange for the 
lives of 500 hostage*. 

Fujimori, who has spent the 
lust four day?: in Liwdon, told 
reporteis that Peru was seeking 
it country willing to grant asy- 
lum to the hostage-takers but 
would not give in to the rebels’ 
main demand or pay ransoms 
for the hostages’ release. 

But he told Japan’s Mui/iichi 
Shinkum newspaper in an in- 
terview that he suspects some 
Japanese companies or families 
may have pain ransoms. 

Commenting on the report. 
Japan's top spokesman, Sctroku 
Kajiyama, said the government 
had 'no knowledge of ransoms 
being paid. “From our con- 
tacts with firms and families with 
hostages in the residence, we 
understand that no ransom has 
been paid,™ he said. 

In London, Mr Fujimori won 
John Major's support for his 
handling of the crisis and tried 
to convince investors it was an 
“isolated case" that would not 
harm Peru's economy. 
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Godfrey Bond 


When Godfrey Bond retired in 
1992 be had achieved eminence 
in his college, Pembroke, and in 
his university, Oxford, and was 
greatly liked and admired by 
colleagues and pupils. 

Son of an Irish civil servant, 
he went as a scholar to Trinity 
College Dublin From Campbell 
College and the Royal Belfast 
Academical Institute. At Trin- 
ity in 1949, most unusually, he 
sal two sets of final examina- 
tions at the same time, in Phi- 
losophy and in Classics, and Look 
distinguished Firsts in both. He 
came'to Si John's. Oxford, to 
work on the papyrus fragments 
of Euripides' Hypsipyle. but was 
almost immediately elected to 
a Fellowship and Lectureship in 
Classics at Pembroke. 

Pembroke was still an old- 
fashioned college, ihe tutor 
whom Bond replaced. Herbert 
Drake, had a better under- 
standing of port than scholar- 
ship. Bond's energy, rigour and 
enthusiasm for his subject soon 
effected change. Among mea- 
sures he devised to raise stan- 
dards. some in concert with R.B. 
McCollum (shortly to become 
Master), were weekly invigilat- 
ed translation tests that en- 
couraged regular reading of 
tens. He discerningly scruti- 
nised candidates passed on by 
colleges then attracting a 
stronger field, and soon made 
Pembroke a college to which 
schools were keen to send good 
classicists. G assies became one 
of the college's strong subjects, 
and it is a tribute to Bond's man- 
ifold skills as a tutor that two of 
the established classical chairs 
in Oxford arc currently occu- 
pied by his pupils, to say noth- 
ing of several elsewhere. Pupils 
were exposed to razor-sharp 
argument, good sense and a 
suspicion of dogma. 

Although a specialist in 
Greek tragedy and Greek ele- 
giac poetry (which he drily 
warned his lecture audience 
was not a subject to be read in 
an armchair with feet on the 
mantelpiece ), Bond was as styl- 
ish a composer oF Latin as "of 
Greek (a facility’ later manifest 
in his public orations) and gave 
stimulating tutorials on Latin as 
well as on Greek Literature. 
Asking questions about litera- 
ture was not then a common fea- 
ture of “Mods" tutorials, but by 
the later 1950s he had his pupils 
writing numerous essays as well 
as composing proses and vers- 
es and trying to master textual 
criticism. He was predictably 
pan of the 1960s movement that 
secured a place for the study of 


literature in “Greats'*. As its 
Chairman in 1973-76 he also 
steered the classics sub-faculty 
through the early problems 
generated by that revolution. 

Godfrey Bond's contribution 
to Pembroke went far beyond 
Classics. He was Senior Tutor 
(1962-72), Vice-Gerem and 
from 1970 Senior Fellow, but 
made his mark above all as 
Dean, first in the 1950s and then 
from 1979 to his retirement in 
1992. He found it easy to es- 
tablish a rapport with the young, 
he administered regulations hu- 
manely. and he made himself 
widely known and liked amongst 
junior members through his de- 
canal lunches, of which under- 
graduates casualty intercepted in 
the quad and sundry malefactors 
were as regularly beneficiaries as 
the youthful great and good. 

As a tutor too he was a great 
entertainer, when in 1959 he 
married Alison, daughter of Mr 
Justice TC. Kingsmill Moore and 
herself a graduate of Trinity, they 
moved into Masefield House on 
Boars Hill and established a rep- 
utation for generous hospitali- 
ty: many Pembrokians recall 
the populous lunches, buffet 
suppers and dinner parties giv- 
en life by Godfrey and Alison 
and, later, their children Cather- 
ine, Eiwyn and Kingsmill. 

This side of his character re- 
flected the care for and inter- 
est in individuals that made him 
so sympathetic a tutor and col- 
league. He would give unstim- 
ingiy of his time listening to 
problems and offering advice, 
always ready to see others' 
points of view-. Only very occa- 
sionally would he express him- 
self forcefully concerning those 
whose standards and behav- 
iour even his tolerance could 
not endure. More often a 
■‘humph!" would indicate that 
one had said something that 
merited scepticism or disap- 
proval. or his own sardonic ac- 
count of an incident would 



convey, with delicate humour, 
just what he thought. 

Bond did not find the formal 
aspects of college and univer- 
sity life uncongenial, and his 
year as Senior Proctor (1964-65) 
led him into university admin- 
istration: he served on the Gen- 
eral Board from 1970 to 1976, 
and his impressive speech on re- 
tiring from the proctorship was 
a foretaste of ihe scores of 
Latin honorific speeches he 
composed as Public Orator, 
from his election in 1980 to his 
retirement in 1992. His care in 
gathering biographical data 
about the honorands, present- 
ed in elegant and often witty 
Latin, again reflected his gen- 
erous use of his time and en- 
sured that his tenure was a 
distinguished one. 

His scholarship was also dis- 
tinguish ed. In a generation 
whose masters set less store than 
now by sheer volume he de- 
servedly established his repu- 
tation with an edition and 
commentary first of Euripides* 
Hypsipvic (1963) and then of his 
Mad Heracles (19S1), a major 
and lasting scholarly contribu- 
tion. For somebotty so inte- 
grated into his college’s life 
sabbatical leave passed in Ox- 
ford was too vulnerable, and he 
wisely spent some terms of 
leave in Princeton, Cambridge 
and Dublin (a city of which he 
was always fond and proud). 
The years serving as Dean and 
Public Orator contributed to de- 
ferment of his next project, a 
general study of Eunpides. 

Doubtless his time would 
have beea differently used had 
he been elected to the Chair of 
Greek in Dublin or to his col- 
lege's mastership, but be did not 
allow the disappointment he 
must have felt in not obtaining 
either office to dimmish his zest 
or his attachment to Pembroke. 
He was stoical when Pembroke 
decided not to replace him in 
his tutorship and to cease to of- 
fer G assies. It is a great sadness 
that his il I ness should have pre- 
vented his continuing to serve 
scholarship and the academic 
community in his retirement as 
he would nave wished. 

Ewen Bowie 



Bond: Public Orator 


Godfrey William Bond. Greek 
scholar and teacher bom Syden- 
ham 24 July 1925; Fellow and 
Lecturer in Classics. Pembroke 
College. Oxford 1950-92; Public 
Orator, Oxford University 1980- 
92; married 1959 Alison 
Kingsmill Moore (one son, two 
daughters ); died Headington, 
Oxfordshire 30 January 1997. 


Mollie Panter-Downes 


Evans in the 1968 'adolescent romp* Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush, the next year be got the part of Upton 'm Doctor In the House 


Barry Evans 


Shortage of space. I am sure, 
writes 'Christopher Sladen. 
meant that Anthony Bailey’s ob- 
ituuiy of Mollie Panter-Downes 
[3 February] failed to mention 


the published collection of her 
Second World War pieces for 
the New Yorker. London Birr 
Notes, edited by William Shawn, 
was published in 1971 and pro- 


vides an excellent view of life on 
the Home Front - admittedly a 
partial view, but colourful and 
perceptive. H is rather easier to 
find, too, than One Fine Day. 


The youthful, ever-smiling 
Barry Evans found fame in the 
comedy series Doctor in the 
House and Mind Your Lan- 
guage , but failed to shake off the 
image that those television pro- 
grammes gave him. despite his 
earlier appearances in a wide 
range of screen dramas and 
stage performances with the Na- 
tional Theatre and Young Vic. 

Born in Guildford. Surrey, in 
1943. Evans was orphaned and 
brought up in a Dr Bamardo's 
home in Twickenham. Middle- 
sex. Intent on a career in act- 
ing, he won a John Gielgud 
Scholarship to train at the 
Central School of Speech and 
Drama, before making his 
theatre debut in Barrow-in- 
Furness. He found his first big 
break in Spring Awakening at 
the Royal Court Theatre and 
soon afterwards, appeared 
in Chips with Everything on 
Broadway (1963). ’• 

On returning borne. Evans 
joined the Nottingham Play- 
house repertory company and 
toured with it throughout 
Britain and the Ear East. He 
also acted in tbe^lms The 
Class (1961) and Jfa White 
Bus ( 1966. directed byLindsay 
Anderson) and on television in 
Redcap (1964), Undermind 
( 1965), The Baron (1966), Much 


Ado About Nothing (1967) and 
Love Story (1967). 

After a year with the National 
Theatre, Evans was chosen by 
the director Clive Donner to 
star as the former grammar 
school boy Jamie McGregor, 
determined to lose his virgini- 
ty, in the film Here Wt* Go 
Round the Mulberry Bush 
(1968). The picture was re- 
garded as an adolescent romp, 
with music by Stevie Wirrwood 
and Traffic and the Spencer 
Davis Group, which helped it to 
capture the mood of the per- 
missive society of the Swinging 
Sixties. He subsequently ap- 
peared;^ the film Alfred the 
Great' C1969). 

Then, Evans was cast as a 
medical student,. Michael A. 
Upton, in Doctor in the House 
. (1969), the TTV sitcom based on 
Richard Gordon’s Doctor books 
and scripted by writers such as 
John Geese, Graham Chapman, 
Graeme Garden, BjU-Oddie 
and Bany Cryer. The series 
came about after Frank Muir, 
LWT s head of comedy, ac- 
quired the rights to produce tele- 
vision adaptations of the books 
in consultation with the author, 
20 years after they had first ap- 
peared in print and 15 years af- 
ter the first film, starring Dirk 
Bogarde and James Robertson 


Justice, lb update the stories for 
television, new staff and students 
at St Swi thin's teaching hospi- 
tal were created. 

Upton, young and gauche, 
and the other new students, 
played by Robin Nedwell, 
George Layton, Martin Shaw, 
Simon Cuff and Geoffrey 
Davies, had to deal with the 
wrath of authority in the person 
of Professor Loftus (played by 
the actor Ernest Clark). A sec- 
ond series followed in 1970, be- 
fore Upton and some of his 
colleagues returned as newly 
qualified doctors for two series 
of Doctor at Large the follow- 
ing year. However, Evans did 
not appear in the further se- 
quels, Doctor in Charge, Doctor 
at Sea, Doctor Down Under and 
Doctoral the Top. 

Evans appeared in the soap 
opera Crossroads and a Thirty 
Minute TheatreproductiorLof 
Torquil (1972), as well as* tBe • 
films Die Screaming, Marianne ; 
(1971) andAJventures of a Taxi 
Driver (1976), before starring in 
the sitcom Mind Your Language 
(1977-79) as the English teacher 
Jeremy Brown, who had to 
deal with mature foreign stu-. 
dents while enduring criticism 
from the dragon-like college 
principal Miss Courtney (actress 
Zara Nutley). The series- writ- 


ten by Vince Powell, returned 
in 1986 for a further 13 
episodes, but it suffered from 
stereotypes of foreigners and 
Evans - by then in his forties - 
subsequently found that casting 
directors and producers passed 
him over for roles, as a result 
of the image be had of being a 
fresh-faced young man with a 
boyish smile. 

Between series of Mind Your 
Language , he appeared on tele- 
vision alongside Dick Emery in 
the six-part comedy thriller 
Legacy of Murder (1982). He 
also acted for one season with 
the Young Vic Theatre, toured 
in the hit comedy Doctor in the 
House, with Jimmy Edwards, 
and directed a regional pro- 
duction of The Norman Con- 
quests. in which he also played 
Norman. As acting work di- 
minished. Evans switched to 
taxi -driving to earn a regular in- 
come, although in 1993 he re- 
•. turned to the screen as Bazzard 
in the film 77ie Mystery of Ed- 
win Drood. which starred 
Robert Powell, but « failed to 
make an impression. 

Anthony Hayward 


Barry Joseph Evans, actor bom 
Guildford, Surrey 18 June 
1943; died Claybrooke Magna, 
Leicestershire c9 February 1997. 


Gustav Delbanco 


Gustav Delbanco used to say 
that when he started out as a 
dealer in Old Master drawings, 
in the 1930s, the phrase "art 
market'’ would have been re- 
garded as offensive. There were 
very few art dealers and they 
sold to a small clientele of con- 
noisseurs: only dealers bought 
at the great auction houses like 
Sotheby's. The ones who pros- 
pered were those with an im- 
maculate eye. The idea that 
great art could double up as a 
great investment was to come 
much later and. in Gustav Dei- 
banco's view, was to pervert taste 
and the visual arts irreparably. 

Delbanco arrived in London 
in the early Thirties from Nazi 
Germany. His was an old Ven- 
etian Jewish trading Family 
which had come to Hamburg, in 
the 19th century. Gustav's father 
was determined that he should 


join the family firm of importers 
and exporters but “G“ was equal- 
ly determined not to. He look a 
doctorate at Heidelberg and not 
long afterwards left Germany. 

From a small gallery' in Pic- 
cadilly. Delbanco established 
himself as possessing one of the 
finest ’eyes” in the country. His 
expertise was the 17th and 18th 
centuries and he was often 
called in by those holding great 
collections such as the British 
Museum to help in their eval- 
uations. A Gustav Delbanco au- 
thentication was much prized. 

Alter the Second World War 
he and two partners. Henry* 
Roland and Lillian Browse, de- 
cided to open a gallery of con- 
temporary art in Cork Street. 
Cork Street is now one of the 
art thoroughfares of Europe, 
hut in 1945 there was only one 
other sailers' there, the Rcdfem. 


The only surviving partner of Ro- 
land. Browse and Delbanco is 
Browse, who had set up wartime 
exhibitions at the National 
Gallery and met Roland, another 
Old Master specialist and 
refugee from Hamburg, when 
she wanted German lessons. 

“In those days all art books 
were in German." she says, “and 
so German was an essential 
language. Neither Gustav nor 
Henry Roland had much mon- 
ey so 'they had to do things like 
give German lessons. But they 
were widely accepted as men of 
quite remarkable knowledge." 

Roland, Browse and ..el- 
banco. though never one of 
London's richest galleries, soon 
became one of its most presti- 
gious. One of their first exhibi- 
tions was of Rodin . whose work 
had suffered considerable ne- 
glect in Britain. Painters such as 


lip Sul 

Alfred Cohen. Keith Grant and 
Bernard Dunstan regularly 
showed at a gallery which be- 
came known as “The Scholars” 
or “The Connoisseurs". 

Delbanco was as interested in 
people as in paintings. Visitors 
to the gallery would find them- 
selves engrossed for hours in 
conversation with him. His wife 
Stefanie would receive a tele- 
phone call saying that he was 
bringing an extra two or three 
home to dinner - people he had 
met in the gallery that after- 
noon. Occasionally this led to 
unfortunate misunderstandings. 

Painters he met assumed that 
an invitation to supper implied 
that the dealer was interested 
and might show their paintings, 
when all too often he was fasci- 
nated by them, not their work. 
He looked baffled when it was 


explained that for a dealer to take 
home that night a young artist 
who bad come into the gallery 
to show his work could lead to 
cruel disappointment. “A bad 
painter can be an amusing per- 
son too,” he would reply, simply. 

His house in Hampstead was 
a treasure -store of his eclectic 
tastes. A splendid Rubens, The 
Fall of Satan, hung in the 
drawing-room. He said that in 
the early days he and Roland 
frequently “popped" the Rub- 
ens when they needed cash. 
There were wonderful Rodin 
figurines, a beautiful Degas 
sculpture of a dancer. “Com- 
pare it to a Rodin,” he would 
say. tossing a valuable piece of 
sculpture. “Do you see that 
the Degas is cold - a bit lifeless. 
You see. Degas didn't like 
women. Rodin did." 

Delbanco loved primitive art 


too. He possessed one of the 
finest collections in private 
hands of Staffordshire figures, 
which he regarded as folk an. 
Old Master drawings of great 
value jostled with pieces he^ 
bad picked up in small sale- 
rooms or on his many trips 
abroad. His bouse was far too 
large for him, especially after his 
wife’s death of cancer eight 
years ago. But he regarded it not 
so much as a home as a place 
to display his art. which he re- 
arranged from time to time 
“so that 1 can see it all anew**. 
There were few concessions to 
modern tastes - a black-and- 
white television which he nev- 
er switched on; no central 
hearing. It was his private gallery 
and be wanted it that way. 

Gustav Delbanco was a gen- 
uinely modest man who re- 
fused to accept that he made 



DeBunco: *The Scholars' 

any contribution to the fine arts 
in Britain at alL A great schol- 
ar, he refused to write books: 
“Who cares what I say?" 

Stewart Steven 


Gustav Delbanco. an dealer bom 
Hamburg. Germany 7 December 
1903; married 1931 Stefanie Fan- 
berg (died 1988; one daughter); 
died London 25 Jamuzrv 1997. 


Gerald 

Marks 


In 1994, the night before his 
■04th birthday, Gerald Marks 
sang a selection of his songs in 
the Lincoln Center. New York, 
ending with his biggest hit, “AH 
of Me". He -told his audience 
that, in 1931, he had left his na- 
tive Michigan with enough 
money to stay in New York for 
one week while he tried to sell 
the song. He played “AH of Me” 
for the vaudeville star Belle 
Baker. When he sang “Your 
goodbye /Left me with eyes that 
cjV- / How can I / Go on, dear, 
without you?”, she began to sob 
uncontrollably: it happened to be 
the anniversary of her husband's 
death. “From then on.” said 
Marks, “she plugged ray song 
and made it a nit all by herself." 

Before turnin g composer, he 
had worked as a pianist in lo- 
cal dance bands, eventually 
forming his own orchestra, in the 
late 1920s. “All of Me”, which . 
he wrote with the lyricist Sey- 
mour Simons, was his first song. 
and he never topped it; the year 
of its publication it was heard 
in Careless Lady { 1932), a film 
starring Joan Bennett and John 
Boles. Frank Sinatra sang it in 
Meet Danny Wilson (1952), and 
recorded iL The following year 
Gloria DeHaven sang it in Down 
Among the Sheltering Palms 
(1953), as did Diana Ross in Lady 
Singy the Blues (1972), the film 
biography of Billie Holiday. It was 
recorded by Holiday, as'well as 
by Louis Armstrong, Kate Smith, 
Russ Columbo. Johnnie Ray, 
Wniie Nelson, and the bands of 
Benny Carter, Louis Jordan. Illi- 
nois Jacquet. Count Basie. 
Jimmy Dorsey (vocal by Helen 
O’Connell'), and Baol White- 
man (vocal by Mildred Bailey). 
“All of Me” was also heard in 
the 1984 Steve Martin /Lily 
Tomlin film of die same name. 

Turning to Broadway. Marks 
composed songs for George 
White's Music Hall Varieties 
(1932), Earl Carroll's Sketch 
Book (1935) and White Horse 
Inn (1936). With Irving Caesar, 
he wrote “That’s What I Want 
for Christmas” for Shirley Tem- 
ple in her film Stowaway (1936). 
Also in 1936, he joined Sammy 
Lerner and Caesar to write a 
ballad that they took to A1 Jol- 
son, hoping he’d sing it on his 
new radio series. The Lifebuoy 
Show. Jolson, however, wanted 
a song in the tradition of “Swa- 
nee”. which Caesar had written 
18 years earlier with George 
Gershwin. The three promised 
to write such a number if Jol- 
son would sing their ballad. The 
night he did so (to no appre- 
ciable effect), they wrote “Is It 
Hue What They Say About Dix- 
ie?”. After they sang it to him 
over the telephone, Jolson fea- 
tured the song on radio, and it 
became one of the bits of 1936. 

Perhaps to atone for the po- 
litically naive picture painted bv 
their “Dixie" song, Caesar. Ler- 
ricr and Marks wrote “There 
.Ain’t No Colour Line Around 
the Rainbow” seven years lat- 
er. “Dig down deep /To buy the 
bonds that buy the tanks / The 
bombers for our fighting Yanks. 

/ Dig down deep!”, sang Frank 
Sinatra and the Pied Pipers on 
a 1942 recording by Tommy 
Dorsey’s Orchestra. Marks 
wrote "Dig Down Deep” (with 
Walter Hirsch and Sano Mar- 
co) shortly before forming his 
own armed forces dance band. 

After writing two unsuccess- 
ful musicals, My Dear Public 
(1943) and Hold h! (1948), 
Marks turned his back on 
Broadway. With Irving Caesar 
he wrote the instructional col- 
lection Sing a Song of Safety, 
widely used by American 
schools. Marks spent his last 
years lecturing at universities 
and working on a book about his 
colourful days in Tin Pan Alley. 

Dick Vos burgh 

Gerald Marks, composer, pi- 
anist, bandleader bom Sagi- 
naw. Michigan 13 October 1900; 
died New York 27 January 1997. 
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Birthdays 

Mr Michael Attenborough, executive 
producer. Royal Shakespeare Corn- 
puny. 47: Dr David Auenon. chair- 
man. Guinness M.ihnn Holdings. 
TTh Mr David Banks. Editorial Di- 
rector. Mirror Group Newspapers 
4 w. Miss Caroline Bkikision, actress, 
rvt; Mr Liam Brady. lootbaQ manager. 
41; Professor Derek Burke, funner 
Vice-Chnneelltir, University nf East 
AngliiL fVT; Mr John Butcher MP. 51: 
Miss Jacqueline Clarke, actress. 55: 
Dr John Clinton. former Apothecary 
to HM Household, Windsor. 7t>: 
Miss Margaret Collins, former 
M .u ron-in- Chief. QARNNS. 70; Mr 
Gareth Davies, chairman nnd chief 
executive. Glynn cd International. 
AT; Mr Brian Deacon, actor. 4$; Miss 
Eileen Farrell, soprano. 77: Profes- 
sor Janet Finch. Vice-Chancellor. 
Keele University. 51: Baroness 
F lather, councillor and local gov- 
ernment worker. *3; Mr Peter 
Gabriel, musician, 47; Dr David 
Hessay.in. horticultural writer. b Q : 
L* >td Lew is of Neunhnm. Warden ol 
Robinson College. Cambridge. o f i; 
Mr John McAllion MP. Mr Gor- 

don McM.isicr MR ’7; Miss Kira No- 
Viik, actress. Mr Leonard Pascuc. 
cricketer, 47: Lord Peyton of Yeovil, 
former government minister. TS; 
Lord Pym. former government min- 
ister. “5: Mr Oliver Reed, actor. 5 q : 
Mi-s Mareaft.ua Scon, actress. KS; Mr 
George Segal, acl or. u?: Mr Donald 
Simpler, actor, 54; Dr Donald Sykes, 
lormer Principal. Mansfield Col- 
lege. Oxford, h?, 


Anniversaries 

Births: Eleanor Farjeon. writer. 
ISSli Georges Sunenon, writer. 1901. 
Deaths: Catherine Howard, fifth 
wife of Henry VIII. executed 
1542: Dame Ch relabel Harrielte 
PjnkbursL suffrage nc. 1958: Jean 
Renoir, film-maker. 1979. On tins 
da William ant! > lory ascended the 
throne. 1689; Alexander Solzhenit- 
syn was expelled from the Soviet 
Union. 1974. Today is ihe Feast Day 
of St Catherine doi Ricci, St Ermc- 
nilda or EnnenediL St Licinius or 
Lesin. St Maniuian the Hermit. St 
Modomnoc. St Polycuctes of 
Melitenc and St Stephen of Rieti. 

Dinners 

Royal Society 

The Princes* Royal .mended a din- 
ner held yesterday evening at the 
Royal Society. London SWI. to 
celebrate the i-ward of the 1996 
Nobd Prize for Chembuy to Sir 
Harold Krotn. 

Board of Dcpnlie*. or British Jews 
King Hu»cm of the Hashemite 
Kingdom ol Jordan and Queen 
Noor. and the Prime Minister, Mr 
John Major MP. accompanied by Mrs 
Major, were die euevis of honour at 
the annual Pic-iirlent's Dinner of the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews 
held yealcrd.A evening at the Hilton 
Hole!. Lord* h Wl. Mr and Mrs Puju 
Znblodtmic.t were the hosts. Mr 
Eldred Tao -rhmk QC, President of 
the Board, presided. 


Duty to pay foreign earnings to state bank not a debt 


famHgv International Ltd v Bank 
of Zambia and another: Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Simon 
Brown. Lord Justice Otton. Lord 
Justice Phillips') 17 January 1997 

A foreign company's obligation 
under the public law of its 
own country to lodge a pro- 
portion of its foreign currency 

earnings in that country's state 
bank's account in London did 
not create a debt enforceable by 
civil proceedings and capable of 
attachment by nay of garnishee 
proceedings by a judgment 
creditor of the state bank. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the plain- 
tiff, Camdex International Ltd, 
against the refusal of Mr Jus- 
tice Morison on 24 May. 1996 
to make absolute a garnishee 
order nisi whereby part of a 
judgment debt of US$120m 
obtained against the defen- 
dant Bank of Zambia, would 
he satisfied by the garnishee, 
Zambia Consolidated Copper 
Mines Ltd (ZCCM). 

Under Zambian law ZCCM, 
as Zambia's largest foreign 
currency earner, was required 
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to pay 45 per cent of such earn- 
ings to the defendant bank, be- 
ing credited in return with 
Zambian kwacha. The bank, as 
the state-owned central bank of 
Zambia, administered ex- 
change control pursuant to the 
Bank of Zambia Act 1985. Un- 
der reg 3(1) of the Bank of 
Zambia (Foreign Currency) 
Regulations 1994, foreign cur- 
rency income obtained by 
ZCCM was to be disposed of 
in accordance with written 
directions from the h ank, 
Camdex. as the assignee of 
rights held by the Central Bank 
of Kuwait against the Bank of 
Zambia under two deposit 
agreements, issued proceeding? 
to recover part of the debt and 
on IS September 1995 ob- 
tained summary judgment. 


hands to satisfy the bank's 
judgment debt in the UK. 

Bui on 26 September 1995 
the bank changed its directions 


13 January 1997 

to ZCCM, authorising it to re- 
ceive its foreign currency earn- 
ings into its own bank account 
at the Zambia National Com- 
mercial Bank in London, and 
noL the Bank of Zambia's. 
It was then to transfer by 
standing order 45 per cent of 
Such earnings to the bank's 
accounL 

Under Order 49. rule 1(1) of 
the Rules of the Supreme 
Court where a person (the 
judgment creditor) obtained a 
judgment or order for the pay- 
ment by some Other person (the 
judgment debtor) of a sum of 
money, and any other person 
in the jurisdiction (the gar- 
nishee) was indebted to the 
judgment debtor, the court 
might order the garnishee to 
pay the judgment debt. 

Given that ZCCM was vrith- 
in the jurisdiction, the first 
question was whether ZCCM 
was “indebted to” the Bank of 
Zambia. That in turn depend- 
ed on whether ZCCM’s oblig- 


ation to pay a proportion of its 
foreign exchange to the bank 
was one enforceable by civil 
action. 

Mark Howard QC and. Alan Roxburgh 
(Baker & McKenzie ) for Comdex; 
Richard Sahcr QC and Daphne Loe- 
W (Ewrshcds) for ZCCM ; Michael 
Blind k QC and Richard Handyside 
(Lovell White Dunanr) for the Link 

Lord Justice Simon Brown 
said it was dearly no coinci- 
dence that the direction of 26 
September was given just eight 
days after Camdex had ob- 
tained summary judgment 
against the bank: plainly it was 
designed to hinder execution of 
the judgment debL The ques- 
tion was whether, when ZCCM 
then breached that direction, by 
cancelling its standing order in 
favour of the bank, the bank 
had a civil cause of action 
against ZCCM. 

There was no general prin- 
ciple that a statutory obligation 
to pay must give rise to a rivfl 


cause of action for the recov- 
ery of the money due. Each 
case must depend on its own 
facts. Here, it was impossible to 
conclude that a civil action 
was intended to lie for the re- 
covery of foreign exchange due 
under the direction. 

Regulation 3 of the 1994 
Regulations, under which di- 
rections were to be given by the 
hank, was headed “Offences re- 
lating to foreign currency”; the 
entire mechanism for control- 
ling the disposition of foreign 
currency was explicitly criminal. 

There was not a word in the 
regulations suggesting the 
availability of any civil process 
of recovery, whether to the 
bank or anyone else. On this 
fundamental ground Camdex’ s 
appeal must be dismissed. 

Even if such a cause of ac- 
tion existed, his Lordship would 
hold Lhc claim unenforceable 
in the English courts, since 
the courts had no power to en- 
tertain an action for the en- 
forcement of the public law of 
a foreign suite, 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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Take temptation out of the Chancellor’s way 



J bte are op, dole queues down, 
pnee rises are slowing; the eco* 
nomze news could hardly be bet- 
ter. Compared to our record over the 
P 8 ®*- wwdecades, the economy seems 
to be performing extremely well, and 
British economic policy appears verv 
well balanced. 

. Indeed, history will judge Kenneth 
Clarke an extremely impressive Chan- 
cellor. Just think how much better he 
has been than his predecessors. Nor- 
man Lament steered ns through the 
ERM crisis - thanks for that Norman 
- and a dismal recession. Nigel Lawson 
stoked a boom by catting and 
gp rattling on about miracles, just when 
•inflation was taking off. Mr Clarke, in 
contrast, has been a huggable hero, 
resisting the worst political pressures to 
go for growth or slash taxes in the run 
op to the election. 

In a dimat e of widespread admira- 
tion for Chancellor Clarke, it fatn-s 
some nerve to utter a dissenting cough. 
But it must be done. Ahem. We do 
indeed admire Mr Clarke. In his bat- 
tles with the Bank of England many 
months ago, he - and not the Gover- 
nor -was right about interest rates. In 
his battles wrth his party colleagues, he 
was right to resist their political pres- 
sure to open the empty public purse for 
tax cuts, or to go for growth. 

But that’s not the point Just because 
one Chancellor has handled things well 
in the past doesn’t mean he is pursuing 


the right polity now. Nor does it give 
ds ffjod reason to be confident that our 
Chance llors win be as virtuous in future. 

The trouble is that our expectations 
have been lowered too far fay countless 
economic failures and mistakes in the 
past When Ken Clarke swans in and 
gets a few things right, we all fall over 
in astonishment, and assume the his- 
torical problems with Britain's policy 
performance must now be solved. 
Sadly, that is not the case. 

Consider for a moment the tempta- 
tions facing even the “virtuous” Chan- 
cellor Clarke right now. He may be 
right that no further rise in interest 
rates are needed. He may be correct 
that inflation ary pressures are not 
growing - despite die falling unem- 
plcyment, rising wages, booming house 
prices in the capital, and rising con- 
sumer spending that the Bank is so con- 
cerned about. 

And then again, he could be wrong. 
He could be poshing oar luck — our 
luck, not Ids, for the ejection win be 
kmg gone by the time we discover the 
answer. 

As the Chancellor has always been 
keen to point out, judgements about 
aKHiomkpcrfkaesdcKi’tjustrelyoasta- 
tiaics- the farts ami figures only tell us 
what was happening sev eral months *gn , 
They don’t tell us where the economy 
is going. A bit of nous, a bit of instinct, 
a bit of chatting with constituents and 
sniffing die air can go a kmg way. But 
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sniff the air now, and it an elk as if the 
economy is flowering. People are shop- 
ping, buying houses, smiling even, 
despite the miserable weather. 

No one believes that inflation is 
about to explode out of control any 
minute. But if the pressures are welling, 
and they aren't nipped quickly by a 
quarter point or half point rise in the 
cost of borrowing now, then interest 
rates wiD have to go up by a lot more 
later on. 

But from Ken Clarke’s point of 
view, why should he bother putting 
rates up now? Why not take a punt on 
inflation staying low? 


Mr Clarke is bound to gamble a lit- 
tle here and there. Who can blame 
him? There is an election looming, 
after all, and he is, first and foremost, 
a politician. The trouble is that Chan- 
cellors will always face the temptation 
to delay difficult decisions under pres- 
sure from the electorate or from party 
colleagues. 

Investors, employers, workers and 
voters all know this. That is why, in the 
end. we aU expect governments to give 
in when things become grim, to loosen 
up a little, and to allow inflation to rise. 
As the financial markets testify, people 
generally expea British inflation to be 


higher than it is in countries where 
monetary policy is taken out of the 
hands of politicians and handled by a 
central bant As a result our interest 

rates are higher, and our businesses and 

our mortgage holders have to fork out 
more. 

So why don't we take a deep breath 
and tie our politicians’ hands? Why not 
rake short-term moneiaiy policy deci- 
sions out of the hands of politicians and 
give them to the bankers and econo- 
mists instead? So long as politicians, 
accountable to voters, set the overall 
framework, democracy would not be 
violated. The job of the Chancellor 
would be to set the inflation target. The 
task of the technocrats in the Bank 
would be merely to monitor the econ- 
omy and adjust interest rates in order 
to achieve it. While politicians and 
technocrats agree that there is no long- 
run trade -off between inflation and 
unemployment, ami that there is noth- 
ing to he gained by adjusting our infla- 
tionary target month by month, then 
government loses nothing by handing 
over the control of interest rates. 

Of course the Bank would need to 
get its aa together. This year's record 
on economic advice has not been bril- 
liant. The Old Lady of Threadneedle 
Street could do with a little shaking up 
if die is to cope adequately with her 
new responsibilities. She will of course 
make mistakes from time to time, just 
as politicians do. And she couk) do with 


a little more time spent sniffing the air. 
and getting a sense of what's going on 
to balance her dry statistics. 

But at least she wouldn’t haw a five- 
yearly incentive to get things wrong 
deliberately, as politicians often have. 
The fact that Ken Clarke has done a 
pretty good job of resisting the politi- 
cal incentives to screw up shouldn’t 
blind us to the fact that they are pow- 
erful and damaging nevertheless. 

The rot always 
. sets in locally 

H ow seriously should we worry about 
the junketing Labour councillors of 
Doncaster? Isn’t junketing an ancient 
town hall tradition - a venial sin, deserv- 
ing finger-pointing and red faces? We 
think not: a public culture which blinks 

at local misbehaviour becomes hard- 
ened and cynical, so that when worse 
corruption at national level is exposed, 
we hardly' care. Rot begins with a small, 
innocent-looking spot; and spreads. 
Labour is guilty this time. But there 
are lessons for the Tories. First, these 
things happen in one-party regimes. 
Second, council junketing Is the sort of 
thing second-rate is get up to. Why don't 
we have more first-rate people in local 
government? Because the Government 
has steadily stripped it of power. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Marconi sale 
dismays 
world scholars 


Sin Christie's statement that hs 
sale of the GEC-Marconi archive 
on 24 arid 25 April has been 
arranged as part of the co mpa n y’ s 
centenary “celebrations" makes 

dismal ranting 

Gugliehno Marconi's daughter, 
country's itnmding leads Princess Elettra Marconi 
11 Sung ~ Giovanelll is understandably 

appalled, and scholars across the 

world await with dismay what they • 
see as the almost inevitable 
dispersal of a collection erf 
unparalleled importance for the 
eariy histoiy of radio . 
communications. 

Byiheybiy nature of Marconi’s ‘ 
innovation, the 5,000 doc um e nts 
and 300 artefacts whose sale is 
planned are part of an 
internatio n al h erit a g e. But the case 
for their remaining m England, 
where Marconi chose to perform 
bis most creative work and where 
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: • feeding op^neni o* w ■» developed his thermionic valve, is 
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Time is short. But GEC- ■ 

Marconi’s public relations director 
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S^K,m t,nHh . . has surety misapmeh^ded what 

• iSL\ in it iu't :i hie hdt-fr he describes as “thepuWic 
VMuc ttii.de ” v;iiJ Aida" £ interest". That interest does not 
B runei ot tlw reside in a publicanction and the 

,m-i I’i . Med ‘ sop of a promised CD-Rom on the 

r* TS?. i.i,.« t«< die life and work of Marconi designed 

-Hi iv for schools and libraries. It resides 

squarely in a review of the 
l Ki'h.” 1 b- . company's dtxi^ and a 

i'; , :* cacr rt rt determined effort by everyone 

t' -. jfettTittw t»|nY. concerned to secure the deposit of 

identitirf* the papers and objects in 
£ ' A 111,11 ■ u prtiJiS conditions that will ensure their 

Rim Duk Hun:-- 1 ^£1# permanent avaflaMlily to historians 
n fa Niulh Knrc"»i • ^ tbegerwialjaihHc. 

J ^ ROBERT FOX 

' ‘ ' — Professor of the Histoiy cfSdenoe 

Oxford 

"■Jfein The di^xisal of the early 
archives of the Marconi company 
(“Marconi auction signals end of 
historic museum coQectfon", 10 
February) would be an act of 
vandalism. 

The value of any archive of 
papers accumulated in the course 
of business depends on keeping it - 
together, as a whole it can tell us 
vastly more than its parts 
individually, and in this case the 
p pi proposal to sell it in a thousand lots 
means that much would vanish 

^ entirely from sight. ■ - - • 

Ihunret Happily it is not too late towork 

to out a more enlightened strategy 

r - . „ ,,,n « that would keep together not only 

' in the JHiid 1 ?' ...L-si^ the papers but also the associated 

;1 "Sifter d I*- 1 " objects - the whole is a edlecuon 

'.-.Vi i hr of unmense historical and saentific 

I- •$?. Sll. ‘^^iimportance. 

L :- ihf.Tu^ , ‘ l ' n , It seemsthat little hasbeen 

l ' ffo < huYv"" V'i ' done to explore possiblemeans of 

f - ~ ^ . keeoine it toeether m this cour^' 



■ dispersal 

> .i ,1 * ,p s l i|t> . Professor PDAHARVEY 

5ll ,iu* jpjiP chairman, British Records 
J tnSM? t l1 ' ‘i Association 

• Ka ^Durham 

?#*£*. New.homes.must 
be sustainable 

?v 1 ' n ^ Sin Peter Popham’s artide on 
"for Ni'fti* planning for the nation’s prelected 

.. . s " 4.4 million new households is ■ 

- tmfefy,butsadfymia^res^the 

issue as a dassic “envrronment 
Pifk versus development" debate 

l opponents of conventional 

devel^mentprtgects are not 



ire l«d.is h 

pk!if *b' l v..*r 




standing against social progress. 
Their prime motivation is the 
concept oS su st am a tie 
development, which aims to meet 
human needs worldwide and for 

future generations while keepim; 
within the ecological capacity ofthe 
planet. Protest against 
unsustainable development is 
essentially about protecting 
tanlrinri . 

Moreover, devetopme nt to meet 
community needs is^ very much on 
tiie agenda of environmental 
activists, as seen at last year’s Pore 
Genius land occupation in . 
Wandsworth, and in rural low- 
hnpact settlements such as 
IGngshifl and Tinker’s BubNe in 
SomciseL The real en vi ronmental 
authoritariamsm lies with the 
Government, winch has repeatedly 
used thephmring system to block 

such attempts at people-based 
snstainabflity ana enforced its own 
t-based rationale for 
enL 

The key challenge for the 
planning system is not so much the 
UK’s household projections as the 
need fblfy to assimilate the green . 
agenda. Ibo flinch of the current 
system perpetuates high -impact 
development, and merely 
determines the location of 
otherwise nnaistamable land uses. 

If this continues, we may kwk 

back mote synipathetically on the 
“tree people”, as ririreseas lap the 
homes and gardens ofProfessar 
HalTs nesl generation of Milton 
Keyneses.. 

JONFOX 

Peterborough- 

Sin Peter Popham (“Milton Keynes 
Multiplied", U February) quotes 
Pfcter HalTs concept of more new ■ 
towns Ske Milton Keynes, linked by 
eanstingor proposed railway tines. 




On the face of it this looks Bke ’ 
sound and sustainable stuff. The 
trouble is that Milton Keynes is so 
spread out that almost every 
activity involves a journey, usually 
by can hardly snstainable in the 
generally accepted meaning of 
conseTvmg resources. 

Our priority in seeking to 
accommodate lots of new - if 
smaller- households is to look first 
at our existing towns and cities, 
which have been catastrophically 
denuded of people. Compact 
communities, where the necessities 
and pleasures of life are dose at 
hand, are not only more 
sustainable than those that are 
spread out- fhe best of them are, 
tor many people, much the best 
placestouve. - 

Letfs upgrade ail parts of all oar 
towns ana dties for all their citizens 

before we start squandering 
res o u rce s on another round of 
car-orientated dispersal 
HARLEY SHERLOCK 
London EC J 


Better late 
than never? 

Sin I can cap Dr Richard Mayne’s 
amnsag pm nf computerised 
letter-writing (letter, 10 February) 
with a more macabre example. A 
year after my wife, M C James, 
died, a leaer arrived from an 
msnrance conqany addressed to 
“M C James Deceased Esq”, and it 
began: “Dear Mr Deceased." 
ROGER JAMES 
Sottdisea, Hampshire , 


Ban on screening 
unfair to men 

Sin It has become a clichd in arti- 
cles about prostate specific antigen 
(PSA) screening to quote the 
undisputed fact that many men 
who haibour malignant cells in 
their prostate die of something 
else before the prostate cancer 
kills them (“Prostate screening 
ruled out NHS", 7 February). 

Some dortors go on to ar^ue that 
PSA screening is uneconomic or 
positivefyharmfuL because it 
identifies men who may not be 
destined to die of the disease and 
spreads anxiety (and presumably 
would cost the NHS money). 

The only way that this cancer 
can be cured is if it is diagnosed at 
an early Sage while it is still 
confined to the prostate. While 
this may be discovered by accident, 
the only deliberate way of testing 
for the possibility of the disease is 
by PSA. 

Because many men do not die of 
the disease, the NHS concludes 
that early diagnosis should be 
denied. The consequence is that 
die 8^00 men who will die from 
prostate cancer eveiy year in this 
country should not be cored -ie 
the NHS is refusing to cure many 
people bound to die painfully 
because a larger number with the 
<ame disease will die of something 
else. This is terrible logic, cannot be 
good medicine and is surely 
immoral. 

The US Federal Government 
some years ago commissioned an 
exhaustive study of PSA testing 


from a public health point of view 
which took a very hard look at the 
economics of national PSA 
screening. 

The study, which is publicly 
available, basically concluded that 
so long as the treatment was 
nationally as effective as it was at 
the belter medical centres, PSA 
testing was economic and could be 
supported by Medicare. 

JEROME GOLDSTEIN 
London W1 


Pupils too must 
carry the can 

Sin You say that John Major 
intends to sack teachers whose 
pupils foil to match up to national 
standards (“Bad results to cost 
jobs of teachers", 12 February). 
Doesn't the Conservative Party 
believe in personal responsibility 
anymore? 

Twcn ty years ago a pupil of mine 
gatecrashed St John’s College May 
Ball twice, and was then arrested 
whilst trying to steal a bicyde. His 
tutor rescued him from the oeBs, 
pleading that he was due to sit an 
examination that morning. The 
pupil feD asleep, and failed his O- 
leveL 

If behaviour like this is to result 
in the sacking of a teacher rather 
than the punishment of the pupil, 
won’t it encourage an students to 
do the same? 

Rev TOM AMBROSE 
Director of Commimiamons 
DioceseofEty 
Efy Cambridgeshire 


flw letters to Letters to die Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

J3zr 0171-293 2056: e-maiL leaen@independaa.co.uk). 

E-mail c o rrespo n dents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Weighty issue of 
the female brain 

Sin Your reply to the question 
(TechnoquesC 10 February) 
concerning the differences between 
the mahr and female brain was 
illuminating. “Female brains are on 
average 10 per cent smaller than 
male brains." So far, so good. No 
one has yet produced a reliable 
correlation between human brain 
I size and intelligence, so no need for 
j us all to panic atthis revelation. So 
j why did you? 

j Why put in the totally irrelevant 
t comment that “women’s bodies 
j are, on average, more than 10 per 
j seat lighter than men's, so their 
j brain weight Is a higher percentage 
j oftfaewholcbo(b’."Sowhat?2>o 
you suggest that fat people are 
intellectually inferior to thin 
people? Or Americans to Chinese? 

Dr EAGER 
Exmouth. Dntm 


African kwaggas 

Sin An artide about “zebrass" 
(“What happens when a donkey 
meets a zebra", 6 February) stated 
that the two zebrass in Britain, Zed 
and Zee, were believed to be the 
only ones in the world outside the 
United States. 

A species in South Africa, known 
as “kwaggas", has been in existence 
for a number of years. Kwaggas had 
been extinct since the last century, 
but scientists experimenting with 
donkey-zebra combinations 
managed to reproduce them. 

The animals can be seen in a 
game reserve at Stellenbosch near 
Cape Town. 

LAURA ATTWOOD 
London hmiO 


Minimum wage 
helps small firms 

Sin Your leading artide of 1 1 
February suggested that some jobs 
in small businesses would be lost as 
a result of a national minimum 
wage. It should also be pointed out 
that a minimum wage would 
protect many small businesses from 
the predatory pricing policies of 
larger competitors. 

1 met a couple who run a fish and 
chip shop. Their employees arc 
mostly members of their own 
family and they cam decent wages. 
A few- months ago a fast food chain 
set up an outlet opposite their 
shop. The workers there are paid 
only £2 per hour. Because their 
labour costs are lower, the fast food 
chain can undercut tu. Ii and 
■’ The • rs thin., hey 
wii: on! Ebusiness next year.’ 

The cruellest irony is that this 
family is paying taxes to subsidise 
through the benefit system the low 
wages paid by the fast food chaia. If 
a Labour government ends this 
scam it wifi do us all a favour. 

Dr MARK. PATTON 
Lewes, East Sussex 

Sir: Your leading article about New 
Labour's appeal to the small 
business community (11 February) 
has failed to understand what is * 
happening. 

Jack Woolley, kmg a stalwart of 
the Dorsetshire Tore Fany, is loo 
old to change to New Labour now. 
On the other hand, more youthful 
businessmen such as Simon 
Pemberton may see things 
differently. That, indeed, is why 
Pemberton took on the role of' 
Bonseishirc organiser for New 
Labour last year. 

It was this act which led the 
Grundys, formerly stalwarts of the 
Borsetshire constituency GMC, to 
depart for Arthur Scargill's SLP 
and, in turn, caused Pemberton’s 
efforts to evict them from Grange 
Farm. 

Much of this has, of course, 
remained hidden hum listeners to 
The Archers, but it is the stuff of 
street conversation in north Lomfon 
where marry of those who live to 
Ambridgc nave second homes. 
KEITH FLETT 
London NI7 


Press button 1 
for salvation 

Sin Faced with overcapacity, 
disappearing customers and no 
possibility of diversifying, the 
Church nf England might have to 
take a lead from other'big 
businesses caught to the same trap 
- dose branches, downsize to a 
core, sell peripherals and real 
estate pRundc and the long 
melancholy roar", ill February). 

This would finance redundancies 
in the field and a new small 
organisational Lambeth with a 
catch)’ title , staffed by a few 
bishops. Some wouldhandic 
advertising of the Christian 
message ty ail usual means, 
including telephone and maildrqp. 
The rest would nm a Freefone 
helpline. 

Supplicants might be answered - 
“Hello, thank you for calling ABC 
If you seek salvation, press I . To 
discuss remission of your sins, press 
2. For Bible qucrics,‘press 3. We 
cannot help with dreams of avarice 
but if you press the star key and 
then 066 you will be connected to 
Mammon, a division of your local 
water company." 

In all seriousness, if the above 
process works for the business 
world, why not for religion? 
GRAHAM HOLDEN 
BudLigh Sahertan, Devon 
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Fisk in Ireland: Part 2 
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In the second of his reports on 
Narthem Ireland, The 
Independent's award-winning 
war reporter Robert Fisk 
finds no love lost and no sign 
of a way ahead between 
Gerry Adams and Ian Paisley 






T here was a gin and 
ionic on ihe bar 
table and the for- 
mer Northern Ire- 
land Office official, 
features as gnarled as his cyni- 
cism. a Protestant as brutally 
honest about his own people as 
he is about Catholics, was wait- 
ing tor me in his usual Belfast 
haunt. A quarter century ago, 
he would curse my pessimism. 
Now he was worse than me; 
and I was shocked. "Bob. I've 
never seen such sectarian 
haired. You know, I was talking 
to u senior policeman the other 
day about Drumcree. He had 
been working for Chief Con- 
stable Annesley - whom wc 
called 'the eternal flame' 
because he newer went out - 
and 1 told this policeman that 
it all ended lost summer at 
Drumcree when the RUC let 
the Protestants march through 
Ihe Catholic streets. I said "to 
him there was no way forward 
since the loyalists set aside the 


rule of law at Drumcree. It 
proved for everyone that the 
Protestants, when they take to 
the streets, have more power 
than the law.” 

Drumcree has become a 
milepost of Northern Ireland 
history, like Bloody Sunday in 
Derry or the Protestant Ulster 
Workers’ Council strike that 
brought down the power- 
sharing Belfast government- in 
1974. In 1972, Bloody Sunday 
destroyed finally and forever 
the British Army’s credibility 
among Catholics. The Protes- 
tant strike destroyed the British 
government's credibility among 
Catholics. And Drumcree. in 
the early summer of last year, 
destroyed the last shreds of 
Catholic hope that the RUC 
could be misted. Sometimes I 
suspect that Ulstermen lake 
pride in these epic disasters. I 
must have been told a hundred 
times - with pride, of course - 
that it was the men of east 
Belfast who built the Tit attic. 


And like that state-of-the-art 
White Star liner, ray old friend 
with the gin and tonic could see 
his province sinking ever 
-deeper into its grave. . 

There was a terrible irony in 
all this. This same man - a 
trusted confidant of British 
officials - would abuse me for 
suggesting that Protestants 
could not live alongside 
Catholics, for ignoring Protes- 
tant suffering at the hands of 
the IRA. Yet just a few hours 
earlier, I had been walking up 
the BIls Road in the rain, lis- 
tening to the political repre- 
sentative of that very same IRA 
as he insisted that peace could 
be obtained, that the British 
could bring it about - if only 
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they would face up to Union- 
ism. It was a droll conversation 
I had with Gerry Adams at the 
corner of Finagby Road North 
as his bodyguard, pale green 
shades wrapped around his 
face, scanned each passing car 
with the moonbeam eye of a 
man looking for a gun barrel. 
Witching Adams, I kept think- 
ing about war. And he kept 
talking about peace. 

“We took the 

British by surprise — 

when we declared r ■ 

our ceasefire. • 1 

They had a prob- sit do! 
Jem. They were ... , 

saying that the war Willi # 

was «> n : ' He’d S 

tamed. And all of . __ - 

a sudden we were . file ul 
suing for peace - pgj 

and it was out of 
their control And Ihm 

so they wanted to 
slow it down, to forget the con- 
sensus that our peace was 
creating. And that's why, after 
we bad a ceasefire, there was an 
attempt to create new condi- 
tions." I knew we would reach 
that fatal phrase, the "decom- 
missioning of weapons". I 
remember when I learnt of it 
over the BBC in Beirut - where 
the civil war militias were 
allowed to bury their guns on 
the promise that the future 
peace would make them irrel- 


6 I will never 
sit down with 
with Adams. 
He’d sit with 
the devii 9 - 
Paisley 


evant, turn them into museum 
pieces, like the riv3 war swords 
on the walls of English pubs. 

“When I first heard of ‘dec- 
ommissioning', I asked Martin 
McGuinness what it meant," 
Adams said. (McGuinness was 
a gentleman who had a differ- 
ent role when I last met him 25 
yearn ago in Deny, one rather 
closely associated with Arm- 
alite rifles.) “Well, McGuin- 

ness went through 

2552! the dictionaries 
. and couldn't find 
never Q, e w 0 ^ Th eD al 

n With tast he said it 
. means ‘taking out 

nams. of commission’, 
t With Am* still I don’t 
„ ^ . know what that 
Vll j — means. It’s an 
|gy issue - 1 talked to 

■> Maybew about it. 

But he never had 
any expectation 
he'd get his way. The point is 
that for a peace to work, it has 
to ‘click'. It hasn’t yet ‘clicked 1 
with the British." 

Now I could think of quite a 
lot of clicking - of a rather dif- 
ferent kind - that had come 
from the IRA over the past 
quarter century. And I wasn’t 
very impressed with the politi- 
cal mea culpas that came from 
Gerry Adams. “One of the 
things we've failed to do," be 
said brightly, “is engage with 


peace is unjust to the Arab 
na tions, and we are condemned 
for being “against peace" - 
and thus sympathetic to “ter- 
rorism". Suggest that the IRA, 
for all itsviaousness, may have 
a point about arms “decom- 
missioning", and the same lies 
are told about us. Peace, it 
seems, can be a very dangerous 

commodity. 

The parallels go even farther. 
Just as Israel dictates American 


policy in the Middle East, so the 
Unionists believe - not without 
reason - that they can dictate 
British policy in Northern Ire- 
land. In both cases, this makes 


the relationship between pro- 
tector and prot£g£ unhealthy, 
even explosive, for their ene- 


protdgfi \ 
sive, for 


mies. Which is why Adams 
wants the British to “face up" 
to Unionism and for Unionists 


to bargain with nationalists for 
an “accommodation". He 


British public opnrioo." But 
you did, I said, at Canary Wharf 
last year. And Adams's head 
turned suddenly towards me. 
He didn’t Eke the “you". And 
he wanted to see if I was jok- 
ing. I wasn’t *Tm talking about 
political engagement,” he said 
and on we wafted, a little faster 
than before, as if the rain were 
getting heavier. It wasn’t. 

How easy it is for those 
Americans vdio have supported 
the military “efficiency" of the 
ERA to forget, as John Hume 
has acidly observed, that while 
87 par cent of civilian fatalities 
in the past 25 years have been 
killed by nationalist or “loyal- 
ist” paramilitaries, more than 
one in two of all dead IRA men 
were killed by their own band. 
What kind of an outfit is this 
that the British are so afraid o£ 
I kept asking myself? 

But then again, we some- 
times ask why die militarily 
powerful Israelis are so appre- 
hensive of a few thousand 
Hizbollah men in southern 
Lebanon. Is this because Israel 
needs an excuse to stay in 
southern Lebanon? Does 
Britain need an excuse to delay 
the peace process? 

There are more parallels. 
We journalists experience a 
little hesitation in pointing ont 
the flaws in a “peace process”. 
Suggest that the Middle East 


would sit down with Paisley. 
“They [Unionists] have real 
difficulty in ceasing to be top 
dogs - nationalists have had 
enough of that" 

Is Dr Ian Paisley a “top 
dog"? He likes to be tame and 
wag his fail in a chummy way, 
watching you all the time to see 

if you spot the 

moment when he 55555 

bares his teeth r r.. 

before clamping • ■ 

them firmly into to W 
your shm. Paisley - * 

saw no obvious nas H 
parallels with the If hag] 
Middle East but . , ^ 

surprised me with 1HC D 
one of his first __ a, 
comments. “Fve 4 

visited the Holy Sm 

Land many times 
and I don’t doubt that the 
promised land was for the 
Jews," he said. “But the Pales- 
tinians are a large body of 
people - and it was their land 
as well. I can well see their 
situation." Somehow, I did not 
think he saw the Catholics’ 
situation in quite the same way. 

We met m a stuffy Porta- 
kabin, crammed with plastic 
chairs, behind the Stormont 
offices where the hopeless 
“peace talks" are taking place. 
Ifaisky needs a church for his 
oratory but he was in fare form. 
The solution to Northern 
Ireland was “democracy” - ie 
majority, ie Unionist rule -and 
there was no fear of Catholics 
outnumbering Protestants, as 
recent statistics suggested. “I 
was taught as a youngster that 


sharing executive. The worst 
moment of the last 25 years was 
□ot Bloody Sunday but the ... 
IRA slaughter of 20 civflians at ' 
Enniskillen. 

But at one point. Dr Paidey • ■ 
said something that could have 
been uttered try that most:#' ■ 
famous of all nationalist poluk 
dans, John Hume. Hume had 
told me 24 hours earlier that “in" 
many ways what we need is a 
Unionist de Klerk - there are 
parallels between the South 
African situation and our owe." . 
And now Dr Parsley sard to me- - 
“I would settle for what hap, 
pened in South Africa - they 
got it by the maintenance erf the 
Union of South Africa, and by 
majority vote." But fear not, 
reader, the teeth were still 
intact in the old dog. . 

“1 will never-sit down with 
Gerry Adams." But he’s just 
told me he'd sit down with you, 

I said to Paisley. “He’d sit with . 
anyone. He'd sit down with the 
devfl. In fact, Adams does sit 
down with the devfl.” And if 
there is a devil, there must, of 
course, be a God. “I believe," 
said Paisley, his voice rising, 


“that I wiU see God, as the scrip- i jM 

times make it dear, because ™ 


£ For peace 
to work it 
has to click. 
It hasn’t with 
the British 9 
- Adams 


tures make it dear, because 1 
Tm a sinner saved 
52 m — by grace. Every 
man stands on the 
peace common, ground 
irk it ofsinnerriup. Yes, 

. I believe heavenis 
CIICK. a definite place, 
’t with that God is a real 
... . _ person as rev- 
ItlSn " ealed in the mys- 
amc tery of theThn- 
ity." This was 
SiS S S heavy stuff. Our 
little Portakabin 
was turning into a Presbyterian 


chapel and I didn’t know how to 
halt tire transformation. Yes. O 1 - 


in 50 years they would out- 
number us. I've lived those 50 


number us. I've lived those 50 
years and the figures are not 
much different. If the figures 
were that encouraging for diem, 
the Republicans would have 
been content to let matters take 
their course." The Irish econ- 


subsidies are drained, while the 
Irish themselves are disillu- 
sonedwith their religion: “They 
always thought we were lying 
about their priests." 

Drumcree was the fault of 
the nationalists - “the ERA had 


infiltrated the Garvaghy Road 
area" - and Catholics who 


remember Bloody Sunday 
should recall that two Protes- 
tant chnlians were later killed by 
the same Parachute Regiment, 
which was why Dr Paisley's 
Democratic Unionist Party had 


halt the transformation. Yes, 
Paisley said, Protestantism was 
growing in the Republic. 'Why, 
a well-known IRA man south of 
the border had converted to 
Protestantism and was now 
among his church wardens. 

This was too much. I tried to 
change the subject. Muslims 
believe In a rather colourful, 
physically attractive heaven, I 
said. Why didn't Protestantism 
describe heaven? Andthe teeth 
flashed, quite literally, at me. 

“Ah Robert, you do not know 
your scriptures,” he boomed. 
And as Paisley delved into his 
pocket and produced a small 
red notebook with gold-edged 
pages, I felt the teeth closing. 
“Revelations, Chapter 22, verse 
one, ‘And he showed me a pure 
river of water of fife, dear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God aod of the 
Lamb ... and I saw an angel 
standing in the sun.’ " Paisley's 
voice was so loud in the any w. 
room that my ears began to 
hurt. “Revelations Chapter 21, 
verses one and two, 'And I saw 
a new heaven and a new 
earth ... And I ... saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.’ " 

And I was thinkin g about 
Jerusalem when ' the voice 
suddenly stopped and lowered 
to prayer decibel “Ah Robert” 
it said, “you are an ignorant 1 . 
man." . 
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Tomorrow: Robert Fisk in Dirry 


refused to attend the Darting- finds that the barderisastaurcff 
ton talks that led to the power- mind 


The Independent's 
“Long Weekend” section will be 
publishing a comprehensive 
survey on Personal Equity Plans. 


Y esterday 1 said that the 
Scotch Whisky 
Association was being 
a bit unfair. They were 
taking a Manx whiskey firm 
called Glen Keifa to court 
for putting the name 
“whiskey" on their product. 
The SWA’s objection is that 
Glen Kella redistils the 
“whiskey" before bottling it, 
and the SWA says that you 
shouldn't do things to whisky 
after it leaves the cask. So I 
said that this was unfair 
because the Scotch whislty 
industry itself tampers with 


Whisky and the spirit of the purist 


fe-':: 


Kl 


The survey will identify what 
they are and who should 
consider them. 


It will also define the different types 
of PEPs available and include a 
table of the leading providers. 


whisky before bottling it. 

This brought me ajquiet 
phone call yesterday from the 
wise men of the legal 
department at The 
Independent, hinting that I 
should not say such things 
unless I had some evidence 
to back it up. Oh. but I had, I 
said. (Not often 1 can say 
this.) Why, onlv the other day 
in the Financial Tunes, 
Roderick Oram was writing 
as follows: 

"For decades Scotch 
producers have put their 
spirit through further 
processes after the cask. 

Fust, they dilute the spirit 
from cask strength of about 
60 per cent alcohol by 


volume to 40 per cent with 
demineralised water. Then 
sometimes a little caramel is 
added to darken the colour. 
Lastly, before bottling, the 
spirit is cooled to about 0°C 
and filtered to remove fatty 
acids. These are taken out to 
prevent tbe 'chill haze' that 
can occur when whislty gets 
very cold." 

fWhisky, I think, would be 
a dear liquid if left to its own 
devices. The colouring comes 
from the casks in which they 
chose to store iL I once met a 
man high up in the 
organisation that makes Cutty 
Sadr whisky, who bemoaned 
to me the fact that Cutty Sark 
was a dearista whisky. “I’m 
sure we'd sell twice as much if 
It was darker, as people 
suppose whisky should be, 
but it wouldn't be any better a 
whislty if we darkened it," he 
sighed) 

The situation seems dear. 
If you want to alter the 
whislty after it leaves the 



Miles 

Kington 


cask* you must never do what 
Glen Kella is doing to it You 


must only do all the things 
dial the SWA permits people 
to do it. And yet, reports 
Mr Oram, not all experts are 
happy wilh the situation. 

“Scotch purists like their 


spirit cask strength and 
unfiltered. T do love getting 
some of the stuff straight 
from the cask,' says a senior 
Speysadfc distifler. The chill 
filter is a compromise. It 
keeps the Scotch dear but it 
takes out some of the 
mouth-feel, the wonderful 
rounded feeling of the 
whisky.’” 

Now I have met some of 
these Scotch purists and they 
certainly know what they are 
talking about. You could 
meet them too if you went to 
Edinburgh and wandered 
down tbe Royal Mile until 


you came to a shop called 
The Whisky Shop. The first 
time r came to it I went in 
and asked for a bottle of 
Laphroaig, that strange 
smoky, peaty malt whisky 
from the islands. 

“Do you want our 
Laphroaig or their 
Laphroaig?” asked the man. 

I didn’t know what he 
meant. So he explained to me 
then the very same thing that 
Roderick Oram was saying fa 
the Financial Times - that 
when a distillery markets its 
own malt whisky, it isn’t 
giving you the stuff straight 
from the cask. It s doing a bit 
of filtering and a bit of 
colouring and a bit of this 
and that. But The Whisky 
Shop is run by a firm of 
bottlers called Cadenhead's 
who for nearly 200 years have 
been fa the business of 
buying casks straight from 
distilleries and bottling what 
is in the cask without 
changing it. 

“So you can see, sir, that 
our Glen Whatever malt 
whisky is more authentic than 
the whisky that comes from 
the Glen Whatever distillery. 
Wfe don't Tnalre changes to iL 
They do." 

In all the times that r have 


been there, or to their shop 
in Covent Garden, 1 have ' 
never heard Cadenhead’s 1 
make the risky claim that 
their straight-froro-the-cask 

stuff is better than the stuff - 
that Glen Whatever fiddles 
around with. 

“You may well prefer the 
cooled, filtered, dyed 
whisky,” they say. “That’s up 
to you. AD we say is that we 
bottle straight from the cask, 
and they don't” 

1 don’t suppose for a 
moment that Cadenhead's . 
would feel like emulating 
Glen Kella ’s process of 
redistilling. But I think they. . 
would feel a smidgen of 
sympathy for any firm which ; 
is descended on by the weight 
of the big whisky boys, as 
they have been fa the past 
Oh yes, Glen Whatever has, 
in the past, tried - and failed 
- to get the law to stop 
Cadenhead’s from bottling 
and selling Glen Whatever 
under that name, even 
though it was more authentic 
than the stuff put out by Glen 
Whatever. 

I'm not sure I want to start 
drinking Glen Kella whiskey. 
But I can't help hoping that : 
David comes out ahead of 
Goliath on this one. - - 
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Why we still need 

the Lib Dems 


m 


as: year, Alan Clark, 
.now Tbiy candidate for 


■didsontetlilngoo^apr tfhirra^ 
who is both very rich and very 


In an attempt to sectors the 
Tory candidacy in ’fimbric^e 
Wells, he spectacularly pre- 
empted the inevitable ques- 
tion about how well he knew 
the constituency by spending 
several thousand pounds on a 
Mori opinion poD of its r fer - 
tarate. The results failed to 
impress local Tories (be didn’t 
get the seat) bnt they should 
certainly have frightened Paddy 
Ashdown. 

Despite having come easily 
second in the 1992 election and 
despite controlling the local 
cotmca, the libe^Democcats 
had dropped to a poor third 
place behind Laboar. It seems 
to make credible the deepest 
fears of liberal Democrats 
that the Blair effect is so per- 
vasive in southern England 
that the third party is at nsk of 



Donald 


The published poHs are less 
d r ama t ic, but they are not that A cVi/ 

cheering either. At around 11 xHhilL 

or 12 per cent, the liberal j 

Democrats are polling signifi - JO&Jlv 

cantly below what they would V 4 

need even to keep the 20 seats hag j 
thevheldinthe W92eIectioiL 
5udtteaty, after years of waitit®. 4jQ 1 

for die famo us breakthrough, uv/ j 

are the UberaJ Democrats con- 
fronting what could be the end 
of their ambitions for national, as opposed to 
local, power? And thatisnYaH For beyond the 
cold, and perhaps mendacious, polling data 
lurks a deep and difficult question; what are 
the Liberal Democrats now far? 

b the party suffering something of an iden- 
tity crisis? As recently as 1992 you canid 
describe them easily with a phrase winch, 
afchongh deeply disliked by Ashdown, was nev- 
ertheless appropria te: third party fnsnrasce. 
The bigger the Liberal Democrat vote, the 
safer, the more responsible, it would have 
made a Labour government Now drat isn’t so 
dear. What is there to insure against? isn't 
Blair's Labonr Party n ow business-hientfly, dc- 


The Blair 
effect may 
be eating 
into their 
political 
base, but 
Ashdown’s 
party still 
has a rote 
to play 


cal broadcast starting John 
Cleese wHJ seek lo dose an 
important gap between Ash- 
down's undoubted personal 
popularity and the wulingness 
of doctors to promise their 
votes to him. 

The climate may be a i«**fe 
more auspicious than it looks. 
First, in terms of votes, the 
gloom is not umemftxing. In 
council byelections up to the 
end of 1996 tbe Libera! Democ- 
rats lost 11 seats, one fewer 
than Laboar. as tbe Tories 
staged a mini-recoveiy from 
tbeir rode bottom electoral per- 
formance in 1994. Second, Bob 
Worcester of Mori, for one, is 
convinced that the polls woe- 
fully under estima te Lib Dem 
strength once the campaign 


proper suits. 

Tins isn’t just because Ash- 
riown’s profil e wifi be raised 
sharply -even if the 'fories start 
to nsike trouble about whether, 
having abandoned “equidis- 
tance” between the two mam 
parties, they are stifi entitled to 
equal bro ad cast time. It’s also 
because some Tbzy defectors, 
having mentally translated 
Labour’spoll lead, if sustained, 
into a huge parliamentary 
majority, wiD recoil, in 
Mr^ Worcester's phrase, Tike a 
mongoose from a cobra" and 
transfer their allegianoe to the 
I* Deans. Thnd, the lib Dems 
insist iteir private poffing shows 


European. Isn't this exactly the one that Kqy pletcd a fall term in office. Whatever tbe rights 
Jenkins, Shirley Williams and Bid Rodgers and wrong? of -Ashdown’s programme - and 
rieroairedofever^eeiiig^ the preobotpatfons with the NHS and ednea- 

^ ip po ri i^yotitAe the view that old Labottr tfob seemtogqwith thegramofptfoHcopm- 
wfll start to re^3pearafier tbe election and tlntt - wu-nobo«^ thnds that temodest, and e3tcq< 
the liberal Democrat will be needed, vhetlKa: in the case of education, sdf-fmancmg pro- 
in coalition or as strong backbench players, to posals are the tip of some huge deficit-bofld- 
countcrbalancc Labour's left Are they stiH mg icebezg. And there is something more; if 
capahfe cdfidffilmgsuchanussion? Dost they you doubt (hat the liberal Democrats have a 


in -40-fdus, mainly Toiy-held, 
target seats Cvdnch do not, by the way, indndc 
die rock scud Tbry Tbnbndgc Wells) And 
. fourth, no senior Labour politician, least of all 
Blair, will actively dascourage tactical voting to 
oust Ibries where Labour has no chance. 

And wisely so, because the Labour mod- 
ernisers, let alone a long-ienn realignment, of 
theteftaardcciSie,mayyctdependonastrong 
lib Dem presence. It’s easy, moreover, when 
the “dambing” of the electorate is a given of 
B ritish politics, to (feride the openness mid 
qiecifiaty of the Liberal Democrat pro- 
gramme. Bnt that ignores something impor- 
tant: that the Lib Dems don't have the elec- 
toral ht>pp*pr> jhat Labour hac had on tax and 
which h may not entire^ shed imtil It has com- 
pleted a fail tom in office. Whatever the rights 
and wrong? of Ashdown’s programme - and 
the preob&ipations with the NHS and ednea- 
tkm seem to go wiffi tiw gnun of pifellc ophir 
ion-nobo^y tfmds that fm modest, and exicqit 
in ffie case of education, sdf-financmg pro- 
posals are the tm of some huge deficit-buHd- 
mg iceberg. Ann there is something more; if 


now have an economic poBcy - envxsa^ng as 
it doesra new higher rate income tax to take 
the tow paid out of tax andalp increase in the 
standard rate to fund £2m additional spend- 
ing on education - more in tune with Ken Liv- 
ingstone than Blair or Gordon Brown? Aren’t 
they now -to rase aphrase even more detested 
by Ashdown - mare left-wing than^ labour? 

Next week Ashdown will start to deal with 


programme. And a week later, a patty panti- 


purpose, consider briefly die case of Lord 
Rodgers. Last autumn he was vigorously 
attacked by the liberal wing of the party fix 
openly proposing tactical voting winch could 
bdp Labonr. Hie is now installed as one of their 
c ha mpio n s for almost single-handedly si*- 
vezting most flfiberal proposals in Michael 
Howard’s Police BBL Ashdown has a tough 
struggle ahead to ensure that his party is a 
national force after the election. But if he fails, 
British politics may be the loser too. 


"defer to no one in my 
automation for Liam 
Gallagher, tbe simian 

rock singer, and FUsy 



ummotr luntstc n cdncnnotT 

one for Mm. She’s a tat 
vacmt”, 

A bit vacant.. Yes loan sec 
that even a shrewd operator 
like Ms Kensit might be found 
wanting when teamed with a 
man who combines the intel- 
lectual grasp of Isaiah Berlin 
with the creative profinxfity of 
Dante and tbe romantic 
sparkle of Lord Byrob. 
Remind me of the words with 
which he hynrned the loveli- 
ness of his bride-to-be last 
year? Ah yes- “F***ing belli 
patsy-f***ing Kensit! Tve got 
her nnmberl And 
tiw-’s mad tor it!". Appropri- 
ate sentiments, 1 feel, for St 
Wrientine’s eve. And die gra- 
cious bon mol with which he 
accepted foe “Best Act in the 


magazine? Come now — M Td 
like to say thank you very 
much. I was about to smash 
the gaff up anyway if you did- 



m nr 


actress. It was intensely frus- 
trating, therefore, to miss the 
siege of Si John's Wood, when 
the nation’s press sat on the 
couple’s doorstep and 
enquired about their future 
happiness, or camped out at 
Searcy's and noted every 

and^frei^farti^^Me^w^ 
ihai-nevcr-was. I devoured 
ewwy word, in broadsheet and 
tabloid alike (the question of 
whether the bride would or 
wouldn't be wearing a trouser- 
suit was the ideological crux of 
the week, second cmly to yes- 
terday’s Afai7 exclusive “Why 
Matte Hdvin Has Cut Her 
Hair at 43") and felt I was 
their with tbe fans, the snap- 
pers and the Casablanca Hbe& 
But a remark by Ms Jodie 
Rcddkk of Hammersmith 
stopped me in my tracks. *Tm 
t&Mpomted I didn’t get to 
see Liam," she confided, “but 
1 don’t think Patsy’s the right 
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Napery, bed 
linen, acqi&ring 
d Jhome . 

Are Liam and 
Patsy the 
Mr and Mrs 
Beetonof 
our times? 

john 

walsh 



n’t do it". One for tbe next 
Oxford anthology. In the face 
of such brilliance, aoygtrl 
might fed her fight a bit 
dimmed. But onoe you start 
wondering about these thing?, 
you can’t atop. You end up 
lying awake as 3am m fevered 


and Liam actually get on. rou 
wonder wfaat do tfiqr taft 
about? And it sums to dawn 
on you that you may have 
camptetdjy i m^itetoed them. 

Look at the evidence. 
They're always being ptev 
tograpbed giving each other 
sweet little ("M nm m i wahl") 
stage kisses. They're pictured 
on the cover of tbe new tout? 
Fair lying in bed on. or under, 
a Umon Jack duvet. Liam is 
in a nice white woolly hat. 
Patsy has sensibly kept her 
bra, tights and boots on, pos- 
sibly as a precaution against 
unwanted sexual ov er t ur e s. 
Last yeas, tbe papers got 
excited because Liam was 
more worried about bocse- 
hunting than tonring America 
with the band. Hus year tbe 
papers are excited because 
foe couple are apparently get- 
ting hitched. Did anyone step 
to think fthat none of this is 
rock’n’roll behaviour? 

Mnkd life. Napery. Bed 

linen. Acquiring a nome 

Where tinwe we heard an that 
recently? Good God- It’s Mr 
and Mrs Beeton. Their corre- 
spondence is about to be auc- 
tioned art Sotheby’s, and fans 
of her 1859 Book of House- 
hoLd Management can marvel 
at tbe interchanges between 
Mts B (tide Isabella Mayson) 
and Mr B (Samuel Orchart 
Beeton): A month before 
them wedding, Sam wrote to 
bK betoved, specifying where 
she shouild order bedsteads. 


one baa wrioea a book to 
explam to brides bow they 
should mange a booaefeaid 
“aad learn afi the things they 
simply most know if tiacy axe 
to snocecd in married life". 
The combination of comeaoa 
seme and lubricity in foeae 
words sbotris "Pwjr" to thoue 
wtafve adnared her an long 
ml have. If I add that she 
a ppe ared in Victorian corsets 
last year, is the fim of AS 
Byatt's4jqp& and UnjKfl. can 
you hear spooky music start- 
rap to pi mfl And die's 28 
wtech, riven that Mrs Beeton 
died af 29, might that 
finm ate of desperation that 


ham about her. 
if Liam and Ps 


If Liam rod Faxqr are the 
modem incarnations of Sam 
rod babefia, me looks with 
lively c uri o sity on the latter's 
cacmmges of endeannents. "I 
can assure you you wifi find in 
me a most docile and willing 

pupil," she writes to him sub- 
misszvdy before the weddingr 
“I wish at tins moment." 
replies Sam throatfiy, “1 could 
breathe into jour ears, ctosdy 
and ca r caangl y, all my fond 
hopes I feel fear your dear 
wdfare-.". Is tins the way the 
nation's top rock'n'roll couple 
convene in private? Td fike 
to think so. 


You know my methods"). Or 
ibu, before he got to be Tim 
Thu. Dickens's sentimen- 
talised cripple boy inA Christ 
mas Corn went through more 
affirerarive tedummes than 
Gary diner (they indud 
Little Larry, Small Sam and 
Puny Pete, but thankfully not 
Maommed Makohn). Or that 
Boris Pasternak found the 
name “Zhivago" on a man 
hole cover? AB this riveting 
staff turns up in The Langioge 
of Santa by Justin Kaplan 
and Anne Bemays, just pub* 
fished in America. "Names." 
gyptem* Mr Kaplan, “penc 
mHe tbe core trf our being and 
a form of poetry, storytelling, 
magic rod compressed his- 
tory". How true that is - but 
one doesn't have to confine 
tbe cfiscustiou to fictional 
names. Looking at the three 
party leaders about to burst 
from tbe traps in the ekxikin 
struggle, one notes that "Ash- 
cfown suggests a drooping 
tag. "Major" is redolent of 
eccentric and/or fake ex-ser- 
vicemen in Godaiming pubs or 
Tfcrence Ratrigan plays, while 
wah “Blair’’ you get a foghorn 
or the trumpeting of angels, 
according to taste. But then 
Tm in no position to com- 
ment, being stock with a name 
that fatally suggests washing- 
up, brick obstacles and a 
brand of indi ff erent sausages. 



id you know that TS 
Ehot called the desic- 


r Y% 

JL me 


per and cleaning agents, thus 
planting; the germ of her great 
book. S pookSy it sounds 
exactly what the aggressively 
house-prood Liam nrighr also 
have been doing recently. 

At ’tite same time, Isabella 
was writing to her sistezs, 
demanding to know why no 


D id you know that TS pT"^he christening of genes is 

Ehot called the desic- I a phenomenon new to 
rated protagonist of his JL me, but I can see it 

second most famous poem catching on. Once, it was sim- 
“Prufrodc” after 

thePrufrodc- 

Littau furniture 
company in St 
Loins, Missouri 
because he Hked 
the way it 
suggested*^ 
prude in a 
frock"? Nor (fid 
L Or that tbe 
world’s most 
famous de tect iv e 
and his sidekick 
started life as 
Sberzhzfaid 
Htfonesand 
Ormond Sacker 
(“Etetnemmy. 

my (tear Sacker. SharrMfard Holmes and Ormond Sacker 




pie: you'd hear on the new% 
someone saying. “Sdcntisis in 
Los Angeles claim to haw iso- 
lated the gene which causes 
han^oirrv'age injimuskal tal- 
ent ui human beings; (here is. 
huwex er. no cure for this con- 
dition". Now genes are given 
names like cocktails at the 
Algonquin nr Class A drug?. 
“Dissatisfaction” is the aewesL 
It's the mum* of a gene that 
influences s rxual hebmiour in 
fruit flics, >aid was Uisem'ered 
last week at the Salk InstiLute 
m La Jolla, California. 

Not or,/, has the institute 
identified “the wayward behav- 
iour of female fruit flics - 
how they will happily consent 
to mate “with frankly anybody, 
usually after a courtship last- 
ing two and a half minutes - 
they've discovered how the 
"dissatisfaction” gene alters 
their behaviour. Females thus 
genetically indisposed will, it 
seems, “refuse to adopt a 
mating posture” and often 
cither kick the male viciously 
or simply run away. 

Obviously this is shockingly 
disobliging behavkair on the 
part of the female: but 1 think 
the gene is wrongly named. 
“Dissatisfaction" is far too 
m3d. The scientific fraternity 
must rename it “Lesley Mor- 
ris". after the Wren who .suc- 
cessfully look the Navy to 
court after being sexually har- 
n&sed by 1.20(1 fruit flies, 
sorry, sailors, in four years. 


iste 


The Crime Bill will cram thousands more into prison. Andrew KutherfcHrd wonders why 


O ver recent months the Haase af 
Lords has found itself cast as 
custodian of fairness and justice 
in rrrmfriftl poScy. Having secured ste>- 
stantive modSficaticms of polioe powers 
to bug and bmgie m four Foroe KB, 
peers today have the opportunity to 

malm mrTrnent OUS decgiOPS. OD the 

Government's proposed mandatory 
sentennogstructinc. 

As it stands, the Crime (Serueaces) 
Bill in effect transfers tbe ded sop to 
imprison from the court to thelegisla- 
tnre. The Bill mandates life, sentences 
on persons convicted on a second 
occasion of specified sexual or violent 
offences, rod, where there haw been, 
two previous convictions, ins ists up on 
a prison term of at least seven years for 


.VAi.-; 



at least three years for domestic 


Tte soitenaig judfeecan only dqwrt 
from these provisions in cases where 
“exceptional dnannstances 3 exist. If 
enacted, these measures represent an 
alarming ericroadnneiit on judicial 


beat to tiie fore in dcfen<&^ ex isting 
constitutional arrangements. Theprjn- 
cqfle here at stake is crucial, and there 



mandatory sen tracing approach, as is 
only too evident in thi United States, 
would be continually ext e nded to 
embrace ofoerrategories of offenders 
along with 'a regular raldietiDg up of 


Atypietf^ prison c«fl: tbeooimtiy wVnoon iwadtiwesands more Boa it 


News Team 


Tbe radical nature ^of the Grime BflJ 
Ba^shownbyisreii^crceincntoflhe 

rejection of a cross-party consensus, 
which has existed fbrnmdidfthis cen- 
any, rfa»f p^gard be paid to legiti- 
mate constraints upon jxTSCo popaila- 
tiro erowtiL Thterediamingof 


93, s reflected in the 24 per «nt 
mccease m average prison xmmbetf 
between 1992 and 1996. "Hie pace of 
p ^n t T atKip tvinrinnes tn madam. As of 
last Friday the total riorS^^undei 


58JX30andisexpeaedioea5ceed6(VXX) 
some time next month, 62,000 by the 
autumn and a pnqeded 66,000 al the 
turn of foe oe na ny. These propettoos 
take no account of foe Crime B0L, 
wtnch tiie Home Office expects will 
result in a further 11,000 prisoners 
within Uyros of implementation. 

AH of this amounts to a rate of 
irni««mBnent wfakfa wifi pat the UK 
disconcertingly out of step with our 
E uro pea n ne^fooms. Ibe question 
wifi havetobe addressed as id wharsort 
of^ society we are beconriogaswedou- 
td&titepn^>oxtfon cfdtteros behind 
bars. Toe cost mqtiicatioas, which 
caccfravc' saved as a for (her 


constraint, are enormous. As Michael 
Howard reminded' prison governors 
yesterday, aace 1979 some 18^00 new 
prisoopbees have been created. A fur- 
ther &600 are cine to be added by 
Manfa 2000 andafurther rixnew 
ons are commkted beyond that 
The Prison Seroce, \riudi secured an 
additional £692m in tbe last Budget 
will, of covuse, require massively 
increased funding to keep pace with 
these nmnbetBL •- 
The croamcf res t ia i uts upon prison 
system growTh isone measure of the 
extern to wfndk (gmripaT policy has 
bectxae tiw victim of pemuhst poster- 
ing by the two man pontical parties. 


*-T 


After three or fomfHeak years time is 
31 last some prindp led discussion of tbe 
issues at stake, i lotably by several 
senior Conservative members of both 
houses, liberal Democrats and by 
both the Lord Chief Justice and the 
Master of the 


As with the Police Bin, tbe Labonr 
Party appears to be shifting its ground. 
While Laboar mejmbers of the Corn- 
mens were msaofcted to sit on their 
hands, in the upper boon today it is 
labour winch is tmling two erf the key 
amendments. Tnese seek to allow 
jwfeesgreater flersutey to depart frtan 
mandated romfetaaba seatenceaif pot to 
do so would be “bnjust m all the cir- 


cumstances ", It remains uncertain 
whether Labour will support the 
amendment put down by the Conser- 
vative peer rod former cabinet minis- 
ler. Lord Cariwte. wtricb aDows depar- 
tures from mandatory fife sentences “if 
it would be in the interests of justice to 

" e mwthw sentence". 

i carrying of these amendm e nts 
would made a substantial but not fatal 
advance, and it a far from dear what 
the outcome might be of any dbcus- 
sknxs b etw e en Michael Howard and 
Jack Straw prior to the BtS returning 
to the Cte niiions. White outright defeat 
of the Bffl can be ruled am. ft a srifl pos- 
sible that a general election wiB inter- 
Sbould tite B9 fafl. there is the 
r-h.nr^ that after an eWtigw calmer 
voices might prevaiLNew efforts migh r 
then be made to shape a criminal pop 
ky whteb is wortfp ctf the traditaoas of 
this country. 

Whatever the poftkalc nfiyferion of 
the next gpv enu ne m . one nngbt then 
be able to envisag e a memo ran d u m 
from the Home Secretary to the Prime 
Minister mirroring tiwtrfQmrchillto 
Asquith in September 191fo DmrchiD 
set fonhasenes of measures to achieve 
a 10-15 per cent decrease in the aver- 
lijy prison penajation. In the 
event, by the early 1920s prison num- 
bers were halved. Qmrchiirs comzi- 
bntion is probably less to be found in 
the specific fegefarioa and other steps 
taken than in his role in shaping what 
he railed the mood and temper of the 
times. 

larahispcesWetoendihecen- 
tuiy on toe bcmeful note with which it 
opened. As Churchill wrote in his 
memorandum, there is “a terrible and 
purposeless waste of public money 
ana humancharaeter involved in all of 
this". 

The writer a prcfasorcfhzw and ami- 
and poik? at StaaLuimnpn Unbasey 
and is chahTJum af rite Howard League 
pjr Penal Reforrti. 


Animal 
WRONGS 

? 



Beni and Bonney - two tiny puppies, were tuund slim-rinG and 
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I cat and rar. 
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Bank tells Clarke to 


Yvette Cooper and 
Diane Coyte 

The Bank of England wanted 
again yesterday that interest 
rates should rise, as official 
figures revealed a further big 
drop in the number of people 
claiming unemployment benefit 
and a fasteT pace of average 
earnings growth. The warning 
came hours after Kenneth 
Clarke, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. insisted that no in- 
crease in rates was necessary. 

"There should be a rise in In- 
terest rates now. The longer you 
delay, the more interest rates 
will have io go up to have the 
same effect,” said Mervyn King, 
the Bank's chief economist, 
commenting on the latest quar- 
terly Inflation Report. 

He said that although the 
claimant count was exaggerat- 
ing the fall in unemployment, 
there had been a clear lighten- 
ing in the labour market. Tax 
cuts and up to £214bn in “wind- 
falls" of building society shares 

‘The longer 
you delay, the 
more interest 
rates will have 
to go up’ 

meam the prospects were for 
strong consumer demand and 
investment growth. 

The Bank has revised down 
its short-term inflation forecast 
because of the strong pound, 
but revised up the outlook two 
years ahead. It puts the target 
measure at 3 per cent and ris- 
ing in 1998. 

Mr King said: “The rise in the 
pound does help push inflation 
lower in the short term." But he 
gave a clear signal the Bank 
thinks the Chancellor should 
have already increased the cost 
of borrowing: "We arc in an up- 
turn and it would be normal for 
interest rates to rise. They are 
at the same level as they were 
in the middle of last year" 

The report concluded: ‘The 
Bank continues to see the need 
for a moderate tightening of 
policy." On Tuesday night 
Howard Davies, the Bank’s 
deputy governor, had signalled 
tlm a quarter point rise to 6.25 
per cent would do the trick. 

The lone of yesterday’s In- 
flation Report was not quile as 
tough as Mr King’s comments. 
It pointed out the Bank's fore- 
cast for inflation is actually more 
optimistic than many others. 

Even so. there were mixed 
reactions to the Bank's fresh call 


for higher borrowing costs. Mr 
Garke was not the only person 
to reject this as unnecessary. 

“Sterling’s rise will hit exports, 
slowing the pace of growth and 
lowering the risks of capacity 
constraints." Michael Saunders 
at investment bank Salomon 
Brothers said. But other City 
economists backed the Bank. 
"The price of laxity now is 
likely to be higher base rates in 
the longer run - a price unlikely 
to be paid by the current Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer.” said 
Adam Cole at James Capel. 

The Bank's warning that the 
labour market was getting 
tighter, contributing to infla- 
tionary pressures, was borne out 
by new Government statistics. 

Unemployment fell by a 
much bigger than expected 
67,800 in January, according to 
the Government's figures, leav- 
ing 1,385,300 men and 430.000 
women still on the dole. The 
claimant count has now fallen 
by a record average of 70,000 a 
month over the past three 
months pushing the unem- 
ployment rate down to 6.5 per 
cent - 1 percentage point above 
the lowest level in April 1990. 

Eric Forth, employment min- 
ister. said the 6 per cent barrier 
was in sight. However, officials 
admitted the recent introduction 
of the Jobseekers Allowance 
(JSA) means the figures cannot 
be relied upon as an estimate of 
the number of people leaving 
unemployment for new jobs. 

According to Simon Briscoe, 
an economist at Nikko, the 
changes “have made the 
interpretation of the monthly 
unemployment figures im- 
possible". The more reliable 
Labour Force Survey shows un- 
employment falling at a much 
slower rate. 

But other indicators suggest 
the labour market is tightening, 
as the Bank claims. Average 
earnings grew by 4.25 per cent 
in 19%. compared with 325 per 
cent in 1995. Pay settlements 
have hardly increased, so the 
rise reflects' higher bonuses and 
overtime payments. The Infla- 
tion Report says, “earnings 
growth is already dose to the 
maximum likely to be consistent 
with the current inflation target”. 

David Walton of Goldman 
Sachs said: “Even allowing for 
the JSA. these numbers suggest 
that the labour market is light- 
ening much too rapidly for 
comfort. This carries a real 
danger of higher wage inflation 
during 1997 with consequent 
risks for retail price inflation in 
1998." 

However, the Government 
will find some comfort in the 
fact that productivity is rising 
and the growth in unit labour 
costs for companies has slowed. 



Sterling takels a breather in rates debate 


It should have been no surprise that 
there was a pause in the recent steep 
climb in the pound on a day when the 
economic debate hinged almost entirely 
on the strength of the exchange rate. Its 
index against other currencies dosed at 
the same level, 982, as the previous day. 
writes Diane Coyle. 

Even so. sterling has increased by 16 
per cent in value since last August, and 
remains at about the level bom which 
it tumbled oat of the exchange rate 
mechanism on 16 September 1992. The 
exchange rate is the fault-line currently 
dividing the interest rate hawks bom the 
doves. 

There is no question that a strong 
pound will tend to reduce inflation and 
erode the UK’s trade position. What is 
hotly disputed, in the corridors or pow- 
er and City alike, is whether it is there- 
fore a good enough substitute for higher 
interest rates. 

That is certainly Kenneth Oarke’s 
view. He has emphasised the impact the 
exchange rate will have ou exports aud 


Bank of England inflation forecast 
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manufacturing as a counterweight to 
robust consn kner demand. The business 
community algrees,with a succession of 
companies th us year having complained 
about weakeir export prospects. 

Ian Peters, lideputy director general of 
the British Cl tambers of Commerce, said 
yesterday tbjat a rise in base rates 
would “fuel t he fire” under the pound. 

Mervyn Kiliig, the Bank of England's 
chief econocaisL said the Bank's new 


inflation forecast took account of ster- 
ling’s strength. This was why he had re- 
vised down the forecast for the next few 
months. He added that the exchange rate 
appreciation posed a dilemma: domes- 
tic demand would expand too fast if the 
Chancellor did not raise rates, or export 
demand would suffer if he did. 

A lengthy section of yesterday's In- 
flation Report sets out the textbook 
analysis of a strong exchange rate. The 


Bank reckons a mix of reasons lies be- 
hind the pound's current strength: the 
expectation that UK interest rates will 
rise relative to US and European rates, 
the impact of government budget cuts 
on the Continent in reducing market in- 
terest rates across the Channel, and the 
increase in oil. prices. 

The Bank’s forecast incorporates 
both the one-off effect of a higher 
exchange rate ou the price level via lower 
import prices, reducing measured in- 
flation rates for 12 months, and the 
longer-lasting impact via reduced ex- 
ports and higher Imports. But it as- 
sumes, based on financial market 
expectations, that sterling’s index will 
foil to about 91 within two years. Mr 
King said: “There is nothing remotely 
odd or controversial about this view.” 

Roger Bootle, chief economist at 
HSBC Markets and one of the Trea- 
sury's “wise persons" disagreed. “These 
supposedly one-off shocks have a way 
ofcanymgon.The pound will be a pow- 
erful disinflationary force,” he said. 


US court 
throws out 
case over 
De Lorean 


Michael Harrison 

The Government was last night 
facing a legal bill of up to £15m 
after a US court threw out its *•/ 
55 00m lawsuit against the aud- 
itors Arthur Andersen over the 
collapse of the De Lorean car 
plant in west Belfast in 1982. 

Judge M B Mukasey ruled 
that the Government's case al- 
leging conspiracy, fraud and 
negligence in the way Arthur 
Andersen audited De Lorean’s 
accounts could not proceed in 
the Southern District Court of 
New York. He added that the 
Government could still pursue 
some of its claims in a lower 
state court but if it does so it 
cannot claim its costs, which are 
estimated at £10m to £15m. 

The Government began the 
lawsuit in 1985 - three years af- 
ter the Belfast plant collapsed 
after having had -£70m of tax- 
payers money pumped into it to 
build John De Lorean 's gull- 
winged sports car. 

In April last year the judge 
dismissed the Government's _ 
cl aim that Arthur Andersen * » 
had violated the Racketeer In- 
fluenced Corrupt Organisa- 
tions Act, under which courts 
can award triple damages. Then 
four months later it ruled sen- 
sationally that confidential Cab- 
inet papers relating to the De 
Lorean affair should be made 
open to public inspection. 

The papers showed the De 
Lorean project had first been ap- 
proved % a Labour government 
and then kept alive by the Con- 
servatives for political reasons. 

In dismissing the Govern- 
ment's claim, the judge noted 
that in one memorandum, the - \ 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland had said it would be 
“disastrous both politically and 
commercially to pull the plug on 
the company at this stage", 

The papers revealed Labour's 
Northern Ireland Secretary Roy 
Mason bad pushed the project 
through Cabinet believing the 
investment would deal a ‘ham- 
mer blow" to the IRA. 

Successive Conservative Sec- 
retaries of State kept the plant 
going, fearing that to pull out 
would raise question marks 
over continued stale aid for 
British Leyland and the Belfast 
shipyard Harland and Wolf. 

The judge said that the long- 
running lawsuit had created a 
‘Niagara of paper” in which the 
Northern Ireland Department 
of Economic Development had 
shown itself to be “a singularly 
intractable participant". 


Water companies face 
swingeing price cuts 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The privatised water companies 
will face the kind of big one-off 
cut in bills seen in the gas and 
electricity industries under pro- 
posals outlined yesterday by 
Ian Byatt. the water regulator. 

The plans, which will form 
part of a new priec-cap regime 
from 2iHX), will also pile further 
pressure on water shareholders 
by pledging that bills will not 
increase in real terms in the 
years that follow the initial 
price reduction. 

Mr Byatt said the next set of 
price controls would have to 
make up for efficiency gains 
made by companies in the cur- 
rent price regime, which began 
in 1995 and was due to last un- 
til 2005. He has since decided 
to introduce a new formula 
from 2000 after several of the 
10 big water and sewerage 
groups failed to meet their in- 
vestment targets. In 1995-96 
their capital spending fell short 


of the £2.6bn target in the price 
formula by £30flm. 

Mr Byait said the water com- 
panies had ■'reported significant 
savings since the last review of 
price limits". He continued: “I 
propose to transfer the future 
benefits of these savings to 
customers at the next review 
through an iniLial downward 
adjustment of real prices.” 

Though Mr Byaii's depart- 
ment. OfwuL has not fixed a fig- 
ure for price cuts, it is taking 
a lead from the electricity and 
gas industries where recent 
price packages haw provoked 
furious responses trom the 
companies involved. British 
Gas has taken its campaign 
against a 20 per cent one-off cut 
planned by the watchdog. 
Ofgas. to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

Ofwat also made clear that 
water groups could not expect 
to see nbove-iQflation increases 
in bills in later years, reversing 
the previous "pricing policy 
which allowed the cost of the 


huge investment backlog in the 
industry to be passed directly 
through to customers. 

He said: “1 will expect com- 
panies to demonstrate improv- 
ing standards for customers 
and efficiency gains will allow 
price to come down in real 
terms, despite continuing cap- 
ital investment requirements." 

David Luffrum, finance 
director of Thames Water, 
admitted the new formula 
would be “tough" to comply 
with. Thames 'was the only 
water company which recently 
refused Mr Byatt's request to 
soften price increases next year 
because its investment had not 
matched Ofwat targets. 

“This is a nice objective hut 
the reality has to be that it de- 
pends on the scale of the ser- 
vice improvements demanded. 
You can't have an open con- 
sultation process and prejudge 
the matter." Mr Luffrum said. 

He said the final price cap 
must depend on whether the 
European Commission tight- 



BA claims tie-up will 
benefit rivals by £613m 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Turning off the taps: Ian Byatt is determined to cut bills 


ened controls on drinking water 
standards, requiring coTtjpanies 
to make further investments. “If 
Europe conjures anothe r shop- 
ping list of improvemcn is then 
the process has to be fle^uble." 


In another innovation, Mr 
Byatt is to appoint an advisory 
board of senior industrialists, 
mirroring a similar move by 
Don Cruickshank. the tele- 
phones regulator. 


Bob Ayling, chief executive of 
British Airways, yesterday 
stepped up his defence of the 
group's planned alfiance with 
American Airlines, claiming 
rival camera would see benefits 
in revenue growth worth Slbn 
(£6 13m) as a result. 

At a speech to mark the 
tenth, annwe rsary of BAs flota- 
tion, Mr Ayling claimed services 
between Heathrow and the 
USA would grow by a fifth if the 
alliance partners had to give up 
some of their lucrative runway 
slots at the airport under pro- 
posals from the Office of Fair 
Trading. The OFT says the tie- 
up could escape a referral to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission if the partners had to 
divest 168 slots, equivalent to 
twelve daily round- trip flights. 

Mr Ayling said the new ser- 
vices would come when the UK 
and US concluded an “open 
skies” agreement to liberalise ac- 


cess to Heathrow Airport. 
Rounding on critics of the strat- 
egy, which has linked approval 
for the affiance to the success- 
ful outcome of the talks, he said: 
“It may not please our com- 
petitors, nor the purists among 
the competition authorities, but 
in die real world it offers the only 
chance of real progress." 

The alliance involves BA and 
American going beyond simple 
“code-sharing" arrangements 
to a deal where the two airlines 
pool revenues and facilities. Ri- 
val carriers in the US have 
launched an unprecedented at- 
tack on the link-up. which would 
give BA and American 60 per 
cent of UK- US flight capacity. 

Mr Ayling’s remarks were 
seen by other airlines last night 
as an attempt to back up his in- 
sistence that British Airways 
should only give up Heathrow 
slots if it gets financial com- 
pensation. Experts have esti- 
mated that the proposed 168 
slots, which amount to almost 
all the slots currently allocated 


to American Airlines, could 
net BA £180m. 

The debate over slot trading 
has become crucial to the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the alliance 
after European Commissioners 
said the practice of selling the - 1 
slots was illegal under Commis- 
sion rules. 

But rival carriers doubted 
BA’s claim Lhat services would 
grow by 20 percent from the slot 
divestiture plans. A spokesman 
for United Airlines said: “Wc 
frankly doubt whether BA and 
American are doing this in or- 
der to cut their own share of the 
market From their point of 
view that doesn't make sense.” 

Other US airlines have point- 
ed out Lhat BA and American 
would still be left with more 
than 3.000 slots at Heathrow. 
They have also claimed that oth- 
er facilities, including security 
checks, baggage handling and 
departure gates, are in such 
short supply lhat the open skies 
deal would in practice lead to •’ * 
little growth in flight capacity. 
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£200m property deal 
boosts Heron recovery 


Gerald Ronson's Heron yester- 
day provided further evidence of 
its recovery from near bank- 
ruptcy in the recession with a 
£200ra property development in 
South Wales. This is the second 
big property deal Heron has an- 
nounced in the last two months. 

The project in Chepstow will 
create 2,000 new homes, 25m 
square feet of industrial and 
commercial space plus com- 
munity facilities on a 500 acre 
site. Heron said the scheme 
would create 2,500 jobs in an 
area of high unemployment. 

This follows Heron's an- 
nouncement eight weeks ago of 


a £100m property scheme com- 
prising four projects in London. 
Madrid and Barcelona. 

Gerald Reason, one of the star 
players in the Thatcher proper- 
ty boom of the 1 98fls. faced ru in 
when he was sent to prison for 
six months over his role in the 
Guinness affair. 

The banks backing his private 
petrol station, property and ve- 
hicle distribution group decided 
to keep him on however, refi- 
nancing Heron and leaving him 
with a 5 per cent equity stake, 
the relaunch included a group 
of investors who injected £1 14 jtj 
into Heron 
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We need higher taxes, not higher interest rates 




‘Mr Clarke thinks 
he can sit back and 
enjoy the election 
campaign because 
the strong pound 
will stop inflation 

in its tracks’ 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer has 

*- T * 11 * 1 1 - J — " - i 


even s o, the Bank has diploma ticaliy re- 
frained from pointing out that h would not 
be raffing for higher interest rates in this pub- 
lic fashion if Mr Clarke had tamed the econ- 
omy with a tougher Budget 

The problem s lhai the Chancellor is ny- 
jngto use one -weapon - interest rates - to 
target Cvro enemies. One is inflation, the other 
the over-smmgesdwnge rate. One requires 
higher borrowing costs to keep it on target 
in the medium term and siaain steady 
growth . The other requires lower borro wi n g 
costs to protect exports and balance the recov- 
ery between domestic and external demand. 

Mr Clarke’s dahn is that these two ene- 
mies actually neutralise each cither so be . 
doesn't need to worry. He can sit back and 
enjoy the election campaign because the 
strong pound win stop inflation in its tracks. 

Tbbe&fr.arespectaWemxiiibercifecono- 

mists awee with mis, mriratfo g w-ai>» 

of the National Institute of Economic and 
Social Research, a scourge of ihe flm emmpnr 
on its budget performance. Tbe Chancellor’s 


j view domestic demand growth is buoyant 
j enoD^itoouttw^hite strong pound's erfect 
; on trade. Indeed, the rise in sterling, by ern- 
I ting impart prices, win itself help boast con- 
} snner purchasang power and pending. An 
i exchange rate appreciation does not always 
j lead to an economic downturn. It depends 
i what else is happening in the economy. 

As the Banka Meivyn King pms it, there 
is no simple rule relating exchange rales to 
interest rates. Unlike the base rate, the 
pound is not an economic policy lcven 
AD this would be a matter entirely for aca- 
demic debate if Mr Clarke had used fiscal 
policy to limit likely consumer spending 
growth. Further income tax cuts in April are 
the Iasi thing the economy needs, and with- 
out them the Bank migh t not be mshine for 


rise in base rates, 
rath er than the mom 
is where politics k 

management of the economy. Higher taxes, 
not higher interest rates, is what Britain 
really needs, but nobody's going to admit 
that in the run up to an election. 


ns quarter point 
them 


lotnhly monetary meeting, 
is realty intruding into the 


have a big enough effect on exports and 
imports to dampen growth to a pace consis- 
tent with meeting the inflatio n lai^d. 

There are plenty of economists, however, 
who share the Bank's^ view that relying on the 
exchange rale is no substitute for actively 
bringing the economy unto control. In then 


The truth behind the 
Euro-pensions scare 

yj 1 uropc’s pensions muddle has provided 
JE/wonderfuI a mmuniti on for the euro- 
phobes. Essentially, the argument is that the 
Maastricht criteria for joining the single cur- 
rency should reflect Ihe enormous future pen- 


sions burden faced by countries such as 
France, Germany and Italy. If these liabili- 
ties were included m state borrowing fig- 
ures. their public finances would look such 
a sorry mess oompared with the UK that no- 
body could possibly hope to qualify. 

The most recent eruption of the scare 
came when the Commons soda! services 
committee said last October that British tax- 
payers could end up subsidising the 
unfunded pension liabilities of other mem- 
ber states. Either the European central hank 
would have io relax policy by printing 
money, or countries that could not afford 
their pension liabilities would try to borrow 
their way out of a right comer. This would 
raise the yield on euro bonds and damage 
investment and employment in tbe UK. even 
though its pension costs are under control. 

Now along comes the Action Centre far 
Europe to explode this view. It points cut 
that the Maastricht Treaty prevents the 
kind of political interference that would 
force the central hank into printing money, 
forpensions or anything else. 

Tnc stability pact would also guard agmnst 
the risk of a surge in borrowing to pay for 
pensions. But the Centre's most important 
argument is that pension promises, the 
cause of the problem because they are so 
generous in much of the EU, are not legally 
binding obligations, as the British govern- 
ment has proved since 19S1 by cutting the 
real value of stale pensions. 

Tbe effect of monetary union, therefore. 


will not so much be to burden Britain with 
other people’s obligations but ra ther to put 
even heavier pressure on Italy, Germany and 
Fiance to cut benefits. 

The argument about who pays often gets 
confused with the separate question of 
whether pensions should be funded or no*- 
A switch to private funding of itself win not 
get European eamcmrics off the pensions 
book. The basic economic problem is the 
high proportion of total national resources 
required to finance an ageing popu lation , 
irrespective of whether die money is found 
from privately funded schemes or from 
government pay-as-you-go pensions. 

The likely upshot is that state and private 
provcaaowa be farced downwards. As mmoa 
other areas of sodal poficy, Britain las led tbe 
way in the drwe to impoverish the elderly. On 
top of tower stale pennons, the UK private se«v 
tor is also bating out of final salary schemes 
and switching to money purchase pensions, 
where henefiK arc generally much tower. The 
Continent looks destined to follow. 


the two electricity generators expired in 1WSL 
Well. Old King Coal has paid his debt fuck 
in doable quids time and although the 
shares have fallen a long way from their 
peak. RIB is Mill in business. That is more 
than can be said for some of the other coal 
entrepreneurs who persuaded investors to 
pul their money down shafts in the ground. 

However, the nearer Mr Budge gets to 
renegotiating his coal contracts, the more 
nervous investors get. After all, 80 per cent 
of the 57 million tonnes he produces is rid- 
ing on the outcome. 

Mr Budge yesterday unveiled part of the 
' disap 


i Old King Coal is 
I still thinking big 

H ow they laughed at Ridurd Budge 
when he raised £8l5m to buy the Eng- 
! lish atal&lds back m 1994. The bankers might 
just get their money back, they sniggered, but 
! investors in his RJB Mining group wouJd be 
l skinned ahvc as soon as its coal contracts with 


tudge •„ 

solution. If some of his market disappears, 
then be will just go out and create a new one 
by budding a £3P0m power station based on 
clean coal technology. The 400 megawatt 
| plant next to Kellinglcy Colliery in West 
i Yorkshire would consume 1 million tonnes 
1 of coal a war and would, sot's RJB, produce 
I electricity at 3p a kilowatt hour. 

> Mr Budge has been persuasive enough to 
j get Texaco on board as a partner. The Amcr- 
! icans have had a slightly smaller power 
i station based on the same technology up and 
i running in Tampa. Florida since Iasi Decern - 
; her. As his coalfields hid demonstrated, Mr 
| Budge likes to think big. Kdlinglcy. he says 
i is only the beginning, there is a £500bn mar- 
i ket out there for power stations of this type. 
: particularly us the Pacific Rim countries 
j expand their coal burning capacity. Mr Budge 
! has jwmed the doubters wrong once but can 
t he pull tbe same trick off a second time? 


PolyGram blames 



18 % downturn 


Patrick Tooher 
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PolyGram, tbe world's largest 
record company, yesterday un- 
deriined the prwaems besetting 
tbe^obal imiac industry by re- 
porting a sharp drop in flimnal 
profits. 

Ageing rockstais, the genexal 
lade of new blockbuster acts and 
maturing markets for compact 
discs are being blamed for the 
overall slowdown in sales, de- 
spite mainly favourable eco- 
nomic conditions world-wide. 
Last year PahGram, znajar- 
the Dutch 
saw bet irn 
come drop' by 18 per ceirt to 
608m guilders (£197m). The 
big ge st Mt came in the music 
division where operating prof- 
its fell from 1.15bn gmlders to 
l.llbn guilders. A 160m 
guilders charge was also taken 
to cover the cost of making 
around 550 staff redundant. 

“This was a challenging year 
for PolyGram’s music division, 
paitiddarfy in the US where 

sist for I2ram^’ 

said Alain Levy, president and 
chief executive offices’. 

In response, PotyGram is re- - 
vamping its Motown operation 
by moving, the famous soul 
muse labefs headquarters from 
Los Angeles to New York in a 
bid to recreate its heydays of the 
1960s and early 1970s. 

The group's European music 
distri bution and marketing are 
also being rcoiganKed and its 
classical music division is befog 
restructured. 

Mr Levy admitted the 541 bn 
(£25tan) global music market 
bad reached a plateau in 1996, 


when h grew by only 3 per cent 
after several years of double- 
chgit increases, but be forecast 
future annual growth rales of at 
least 5 per cent. “Ws do not be- 
lieve the music business to be 
a mature industry," he said. 

Nevertheless, Mr Levy ac- 
knowledged there was a short- 
age of good record releases. “I 
think the issue is one of cre- 
ativity. The music makes the 
market,” he said. 

PolyGram was dealt another 
blow before Christtnas when the 
Irish band U2 delayed the re- 
lease .of their new album. Fop, 
untfl next month. 

Significant#, ho'PdfyGram 
act sdkl more than 5 tnShcms al- 
bums for the first time in recent 
years, increasing the record 
company's hefty marketing 
oosts as a proportion of sales. 
PolyGram’s topselling album in 
1996 was The Cranberries’ 7b 
The Ruthfid Departed* winch 
sold 4.4 million copies, fol- 
lowed by Bryan Adams’ 18 dl i 
die (sac) at 3.9 nriHion. 

Indnkry observers say the six 
big record companies, which 
control almost 80 per cent of all 
music sales, are trying to cater 
for increasing# fragmented lo- 
cal markets and tastes at the ex- 
pense of established pop stars. 

“At the local level each indi- 
vidual record company is sell- 
ing their own mdigimoas artisL 
That means the likes of Phil 
GoBfos. Sting and Bryan Adams 
are not selling in the volumes 
they used to,” said Martin Tal- 
bot oiMusic.Wsek magazine. 

Analysts are also concerned 
that the growing jjopcdaiity of 
sounds such as hip-hop, coun- 
try aod. gospel - coupled with an 


Maturing music market 



ageing Hstenershrp - mean tbe 
music industry is unlikely to 
grow at historical rates without 
a new and exciting technology. 

“We do sot believe there b 
a high probability that one 
sound wul transcend enough of 
the market niches to be as 
broadly popular as it may have 
been in the past,” commented 
Goldman Sachs, the US in- 
vestment bank, in a report. 

New technology, notab# the 
emergence of compact discs 
(CDs) and the portable Sony 
Whlkman in the ear# Eighties, 
was a key driver of music sales 
a^ fens shifted entire record col-. 
feaSbns from vinyl to the new 
format 

Nothing new is on the hori- 
zon today. The arrival of the dig- 
ital compact cassette ipCQ was 
almost still-boni wfafle demand 
for Sony’s Mini Disc looks lim- 
ited to Japan, which has always 
had a stronger appetite for new 
technology. And although mu- 
sic companies and retailers 
have crealedweb sites on die In- 
ternet, they are unEkely to ap- 
peal to a mass market over the 
next two to three years. 

While bootlegging has be- 
come less .of a problem, at least 
in tbe developed economies, the 
growth of discount retailers 
like Wil-Maxt in the US - tbe 
world’s largest music market - 
and the greater buying dout of 
supennmkets in Europe have 
added to pressure on record 
companies' margins. 

This in turn has led to a 
greater concentration of sates of 
top 40 hits at the expense of 
back-catalogue sales, which 
used to earn some big labels up 
tip 40 per cent of thexr income. 

Ail this has affected senti- 
ment towards EMI and Poly- 
Gram, the two quoted 
European record companies 
whose shares have been sliding 
down the stock market charts fo 
the last six month- EMI has fall- 
en from M85p to 1,161 ^p, 
while PolyGram has slipped 
from 100 guilders to as low as 
76juildeis. 

rait nobody is writing off the 
muse giants yet. Indeed, the 
success of Britpcp in spawning 
bands like Oasis, Blur and Pulp 
has breathed new life into 
British music industry. 


Centrica to trade on Exchange from Monday as shareholders vote for group to be split 

British Gas 
exodus of 4j)00 
to cost £500m 



Splitting up: David Varney (left) and Richard Giordano at the egm 


Photograph: AP 


Chris Godamaric 

Business Correspondent 

A further 4,000 staff applied to 
leave British Gas in the last 
three months of 1996, it was 
confirmed yesterday, as share- 
holders backed the manage- 
ment's plans to split the group 
into two separate companies. 

The continuing deluge of 
staff means 10,000 additional 
employees have taken advan- 
tage of British Gas's voluntary 
redundancy programme on top 
of the 25,000 job cuts outlined 
fo the original plans. 

Demerger documents pub- 
lished last month revealed the 
is to spend a further 
i to fund the extra job cuts, 
on top of the £1.6 5bn restruc- 
turing charge which launched 
the programme in 1993. 

Yesterday's extraordinary 
general meeting at the National 
Exhibition Centre fo Birming- 
ham featured tbe usual flood of 
shareholder anger at British 
Gas’s service problems, in- 
cluding last year’s high-profile 
difficulties with a computer 
billing system. 

The proceedings reached a 
dimax when Neville Goldrcin, 
a small investor, moved an 
amendment that Richard Gior- 
dano should be sacked from the 
chairman's job. Mr Goldrcin 
found a seconder from the 
audience, but his motion was 


overwhelmingly defeated on a 
show of hands. 

However, the gathering was 
smaller than some recent 
British Gas shareholder meet- 
ings. with a turnout of only 473 
investors. However, interest in 
the postal vote was more im- 
pressive, with 335,000 share- 
holders voting out of a total of 
about 1.7 million. British Gas 
said small invest ore had voted 
by a margin of 10 to one in 
favour of tne demerger, with big 
City investors predictably giving 
their support. 

The vole means British Gas's 
supply division will trade from 
Monday as a separate quoted 
company, Centrica, though it will 
continue to use the old name on 
customer bills. British Gas will 
run the pipeline network and gas 
exploration activities under a 
new group name. BG, to be 
headed by David Vhmey. 

Centrica shares have already 
risen strongly since trading 
began (Hi the unofficial "grey 
market" this week, and gained 
another 5p to 71 p yesterday. 

Former executives are likely 
to breathe a sigh of relief that 
yesterday's gathering was the 
company's last shareholders' 
meeting fo its current guise. In 
the years since Cedric Brown’s 
bumper pay rise these events 
have turned into a savage pub- 
lic attack on the management. 

Investment column, page 22 


Lloyds Abbey Life profits surge 


Ma g u i re Grimond 


Lloyds Abbey Life yesterday 
confirmed the continued 
bounce-back fo the life and 
pensions market from the mis- 
selling scandals with a storming 
30 per cent rise in profits to 


30 per i 
£54&n. 


The record figures for the 12 
months to December - the last 


i's 


as a 

recent 

sion by Lfoyds TSB, the , 
parent, to spend £1.7bn _ _ 

out the 37 per cent of the 
shares it (fid not then own. 
They also proride a foretaste of 


tbe record £2 -5bn profits the 
bank itself is expected to report 
in its own 1996 results due out 
tomorrow. 

The LAL figures were driven 
by^strong growth^m unfttnisl 

charge for pension uris-selling, 
bringing the total provision to 
£9&ten,Launri Ptenwss-Freefing, 
finance director, said: “People 
are more confident buying pen- 
sions again and I think that will 
continue." Economic condi- 
tions were favourable, while 
the industry had come through 
the bad publicity, she believed. 


But tbe big growth fo 1996 
came in unit trust sales, which 
soared 56 per cent to £5G5m, 
against a 5 per cent increase in 
regular premiums to £127m 
and a 6 per cent uptick in sin- 
gle premiums to £704m. Mrs 
Powers - Frcefing said the unit 
trust performance was eco- 
nomically driven. “The whole 
industry has done well and in a 
time of rising equity markets, 
people are attracted to unit 
trusts", she added. 

The biggest contributor to tbe 

increased profits was Black 
Horse Financial Services, the 
broker dedicated to selling to 


the bank's customer base which 
is shortly to be merged with the 
TSB life insurance operations. 
Profits there soared 32 per cent 

loflbOm. 

Other strong performers fo 
the year were Uoyds Bank In- 
surance Services, the broking 
operation, where profits 
climbed 44 per cent to £133m 
and Black Horse Agencies, the 
estate agency chain. That re- 
turned to the Mack with a £4m 
profit, reversing a £9 loss last 
time. Abbey Life, the business 
aimed at independent financial 
intermediaries, saw its profits 
rise 12 per cent to £167m. 


Bim Bim of Cairo gives Cadbury 
a bite of the Middle East market 


NfeelCopft 


Cadbury Schweppes has em- 
barked on an Arabian adventure 
with the acquisition of Egypt's 
largest cbocokle campaiwJt has 
p3id an undisclosed sum for Bim 
Rrm, the curiously named Cairo 
c ompa ny which controls 26 per 
cent of Egypt's confeettoway 
market and is the dominant . 
player in the whole of the 
Middle East and North Africa 
region. ■■ ■„ ■ 

Tho ugh setting chocolate m 


the controffing family has asked 
that its identity not be disclosed. 

Though tbe purchase price 
has also not been revealed, Km 
Bm recorded sales of £32m last 
year and has net assets of £35m. 
Its most popular brands (rf choco- 
late bar are Gray and Sando, 
while another is called Mutiny. 

Bim Bim controls 13 per cent 
of tbe Middle Eastemconfee- 


The move cranes a day after 
Cadbury Schweppes, under, its 
new chief executive John Son- 
deriaod, oonfirmed ft had corn- 


ice lollies to Eskimos, Cadbury 
says the local market is growing 
strongly and that candy bars are 
popular snarfrg-' *Tt's not baking 
hoi there all the tnnfi,” a spokes- 
woman said. ■ 

• Founded 'in . Cairo in 1961, 
Bim Bim is privately owned and 


keen to strengthen ilspcisition in 

a region erf more than 120 mil- 
lion people. 

“Ian Johnstone, managing 
director of Cadb^&hwt^pes 
said: “Bim Bim, fo conj" T ^’ rtr ' 


waul ■**•*+*, 

K Cl iCotto Juy IQ UUU1 ly r - 

and the regfoo andputns m a 
very saong position, to benefit 
from further growth. 


venture Coca Cote 
fo a separate move yesterday 
Cadbiny Schweppes announced 
that it was 10 market to British 
consumers -a line in quality 
continental European chocolate 
bars made byPoulain of France 
It has lazmehed three bara from 
Ftjulain *» in dark,, ptein and 
vanSterflavouicd white diociclate 
-• aimed ^ the sericms chocolate 
lover. 

“Consumers have becon# 
more accustomed tocontiremtal 
testes and have consequent^ 
devdopedamoresoplnmcatod 

palate," Cadbury said. 

. Cadbury shares dosed 3-5 j>L' John Sutherland: Mew chief 
lower at 4782>p. : l executive broadening horizons 

m 



BT deal with MCI gets 
Cruickshank’s backing 


British Telecom’s (hive to obtain 
fo the US fonts £12tn 
over of long-distance 
operator MCI was given a 
significant boost yesterday by 
Don Gruicksbank. the UK in- 
dustry regulator, writes Chris 
Godsmark. 

foaspeech in \teshfogtoa last 
night Ire comprehensively de- 
molished the attack on the 
merger launched by AT&T, 
arguing that Britain offered 
competitive opportunities for 
new phone companies which 
were “equal to any in the world, 
if not better". 

The comments came as 
merger documents filed fo the 
IIS showed the two topMCl ex- 
ecutives will receive a $130m 
(£80m) bonanza of share op- 
tions if the deal succeeds. 

Without naming BT or 


AT&T directly. Mr Cniick- 
shank attacked claims from the 
US that ft was difficult for rival 
operators to gain access to tbe 
British market. Tbe US regu- 
lator. the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, has said it 
will only approve the merger if 
it can be d em o n st rated that US 
camera have as much chance of 
breaking into the UK market as 
British operators will have in 
America. 

AT&X^ which is expanding its 
UK operations, claims ft has 
been hampered the UK's “in- 
direct access" system, where its 
customers have to dial a three- 
digit code to get access to the 
company's long-distance ser- 
vices. Tt» US carrier argues that 
BTs dominance of local resi- 
dential phone lines means rival 
operators will always face a 


competitive disadvantage. In 
the US longdistance carriers en- 
joy direct access to customers, a 
sysiem known as dialling parity. 

However, Mr Cnudrahank 
said the indirect access policy 
was the only way to encourage 
the cable companies to build 
local phone networks. He said: 
“This is perhaps the difference 
between our two regulatory 
frameworks which ft is hardest 
for Americans to understand... . 
Fbr the UK dialling parity is not 
the lynchpin of market opening. 
Far from iti" 

Though the comments were 
also a dear defence of Mr 
Cnikkshank'sofwn record, they 
were welcomed by BT sources. 
An AT&T spokesman declined 
to comment, though the speech 
is likely t0 ** viewed by the 
group as a significant setback. 


Schroders 
to stand 
by Clyde 


Gulf Canada has given ur , 
of gaining the support uf Clvde 
Petroleum's largest shareholder 
as hs £50thn bid for the British 
oil explorer approaches a rail- 
biting climax, writes Tom 
Stevenson. 

Schroders, which holds 19 per 
cent of Clyde's shores, is un- 
derstood to see more value fo 
tbe company than Gulfs final 
I20p-a-snare offer which doses 
next Tuesday and is expected to 
stand by the incumbent man- 
agement. 

Schroders' decision could he 
enough to swing the bid in 
Clyde's favour after PDFM, its 
second-largest shareholder, sold 
its 14.6 per cent stake earlier this 
week. That gave Gulf josi un- 
der 29.9 per cent of Clyde, the 
limit imposed by Takeover 
fcmd rultk. and appeared to put 
the Canadian company in a 
commanding position. 

Gulf is focusing its effons on 
securing the 20 per cent it 
needs from holders of the 50 per 
cent of sham not held by itself 
or Schroders. 

Schroders would not com- 
ment yesterday cm its derision, 
except to say that it hod not yet 
made up its mind. Gulf has 
meetings scheduled for today 
and tomorrow with undecided 
shareholders, including 
Schroders, at which it will 
attempt to gain the support of 
the remaining floating voters. 

fo a final exchange of letters 
yesterday the two sides wrote to 
shareholders with their final ar- 
guments. Gulf focused on the 
potential for a fall in Clyde's 
share price, if it escapes the bid. 
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Shareholders back Centrica spin-off from British Gas 


British Gas paved the way for 
the demerger of its Centrica gas 
production to distribution busi- 
ness yesterday with an over- 
whelming draw of support from 
shareholders at an extra- 
ordinary meeting in Birming- 
ham. But investors could be in 
for a bumpy ride when the new 
shares start wading separately 
from the British Gas rump, to 
he imaginatively renamed BG, 
on Monday. 

Already the grey market, 
which started at the beginning 
of the week ahead of official 
dealings, is pointing the way. 
Last week a Centrica warrant 
launched by Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd was putting an implied 
price of around 5 Op on the 
shares. Yet in grey market trad- 
ing yesterday the price was up 
another 5p’to 75 .5p. Mean- 
while, the rump BG has steadily 
slid from a 186p opening to 
163 Jp, down 3.75p yesterday. 

Although grey market deal- 
ings are notoriously unreliable 
in predicting the level at which 
real trading eventually settles 
down, the trend is supported by 
those reading the runes. Analysts 
reckon Centrica has more going 
for it than BG, over which the 


cloud of the gas regulators pro- 
posals last year to slash 20 percent 
from its revenues still bangs. 

The old management team 
which locked Centrica into 
buying gas at way above market 
prices bas gone, while, paradox- 
ically, the spot price has been go- 
ing up again this winter. How 
close it gets to Centrica's aver- 
age cost of gas, put at just under 
20pafoerm by Naffest Markets, 
will be crucial for valuing the 
company. At 14p, NatWest reck- 
ons the asset value is 66p, rising 
to 99p if the price rises to 16p. 

Key questions will be how 
many people switch away from 
the company’s necessarily high 
prices as the market is opened 
up to competition. In the limited 
competition trials thus far. the 
British Gas brand, which Centr- 
ica keeps, is limiting the damage. 

Centrica is also being spun off 
with a very useful dowry in the 
shape of the Morecambe Bay gas 
field. It is only the profits and 
cash from that highly valuable 
asset, worth £25bn according to 
analysts, which will keep the 
group m the black for the first 
few years of its independent 
existence. It could also prove a 

useful bargaining tool in any fur- 


ther deals with ofl companies to 
shed the burden of the long- 
term gas contracts. 

Finally, both Morecambe and 
Centrica’s customer base could 
prove attractive to bidders rang- 
ing from US utilities to big oil 
groups like Shell and even per- 
haps electricity companies like 
PcwwtGea, already big in gis, or 
Scottish Hydro, which nearly 
bought the Scottish end last year. 

BG, meanwhile, looks some- 
thing Of a Cinde rella stock. It 

is heavily regulated, yet with a 
golden sbare which would prove 
a potent block to takeover and 
a dividend whit* could tumble 
from 14_5p to 5.5p on some 
estimates. Centrica shares, 
promising no dividend yield, will 
be subject to selling pressure 
from income funds, but bid 
talk makes them worth holding. 

Disposals 
cheer Rexam 

Shares in Rexam, the former 
Bo water packaging business, 
have underperformed the 
FTSE All-Share by a thum ping 
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40 per cent in the last two years 
so it is hardly surprising that the 
company is facing a mountain 
of negative sentiment. 

After two profits warnings in 
a year under the previous man- 
agement investors have seen 
the stock slide from 517p in 
summer 1995 to 328p, down 
Up yesterday. 

But with new management, 
led by Swedish chief executive 
Rolf Borjesson, in place since 
last July, the Gty is weighing up 


whether Rexam is on the turn. 

In December Mr Borjesson 
announced his intention to sell 
20 underperforming businesses. 
Yesterday, two found early 
buyers, with Otis Specialty 
Papers going to Vfausau Pape r 
Mills, the US market leader, for 
£36m and PT Rexam Muloxof 
Indonesia sold to a local group 
for £1 3m. 

These deals came earlier 
than many in the Gty bad been 
expecting and there were en- 
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couraging noises from analysts 
yesterday about the rhetoric be- 
ing backed up by some action. 

Going forward, disposals are 
likely to prove harder and more 
costly. The two businesses sold 

yesterdaywere two of the more 
attractive divisions in Rexam 
Octagon, the special unit set up 
last year to encompass all the as- 
sets doe for disposal Some of 
the other businesses are loss- 
makers wbose sale is likely to see 
Rexam incur asset write-offs. 

Other businesses tipped for 
sale include folding cartons for 

food and drink and noo-lipstick 

cosmetic packaging. The health- 
care, building and engineering 
operations are not affected. 

As Mr Borjesson gets to grips 
with Rexam be should be able 
to wring more cost-cutting out, 
with some removal of surplus 
capacity expected. With pulp 
prices near the bottom of the 
cydethe trick will be to hang 
on to packaging margins rather 
than. being forced to cut prices. 

Rexam's 1996 results, due 
next month, should show pre- 
tax profits of £164m, with Char- 
terhouse Tilney forecasting 
£190m in 1997- That puts the 
shares on a forward rating of 15 


failing to 13. Not cheap but 
worth holding to see If the new 
management can deliver on 
its promises. 

Compel set 
for re-rating 

Compel has flourfehed on the 
back of rising demand from 
large corporations for someone 
else to come in and deal with all 
that confusing information 
technology stuff. It’s a compet- 
itive market, but the' margins 
squeezed out of clients such as 
the Post Office, .British Nu- 
clear Fuels and Robert Fleming 
are healthy and rising. 

Compel came to the' market 
in 1994 via a placing at 125p- 
Yesterday shares bounced 9p to 
197-5p after a useful 18 per cent 
jump in half-year profits to 
£1.7m. Earnings per share were 
up by a similar margin to 7.09p- 

Focusing on the networks of 
desktop computers that are 
gradually taking over from pre- 
vious generations of main- 
frames, Compel designs 
systems, supplies the hardware 
and software to run them, in- 


stalls the equipment and trains 
the staff who will use than. At 
systems become more com- 
plex. Compel becomes -ever 

more important to the end-user 
and relationships tend, as a re- 
sult, to be fauiy stable and 
long-term 

About 80 per cent of Com-: 
pel's turnover is accounted for 
by only 30 clients, which might 
cause some concern about ©us- 
ings quality except that m the 
past 12 months die company fas ; 
not lost one large customer. 

Growth will come from a 
■number of areas. Use trend 
away from mainframes towards 
shared servers will continue 
. and corporates wifi continue to 
increase their IT budgets. That 
wfll increase the shae of the air 
while Compel should ccr . \jt ; 
to increase the size of is slice 
by taking share fro* . smaller 
competitors. 

On the basis of forecast prof, 
.its of £4. 75m in the year to June 
and £7m the following year, the 
shares trade on a forward 
price/eamings ratio of 123. 
felting to 11. That’s a stingy rat- 
ing for growth of more than 20 
per cent and the shares loofcset 
for & re-rating. Good value. 


Winning a National Training Award 
means prestige, better recruits, publicity and 
a certain amount of quiet satisfaction. 






II you d like to bask in the glory of winning a 199/ National Training Award, contact your local THC/LEC 
in England and Scotland, the National Council for Vocational Qualifications (NCVQs) in Wales and the 
Training and Employment Agency in Northern Ireland. You'll find their numbers in your local telephone 
directory right next to your competitors. (jUI THK ?•£&£& 1 1 VIES W. ;p, 
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C&W makes £40m on Swedish sale 

Cable & Wireless has made a profit of £4Gm after selling just over 
half its stake in a Swedish teleco mmunic ations operator, NetGom 
Systems. Tbe news sent C&W s shares surging ahead to dose 123p 
higher at 5083p. C&W made its original 39.9 per cent investment 
in the Swedish Tele2 venture in 1990, but last year the stake was , 
swapped for NetC&m shares. Thesale means C&W’s 10.1 per cent 
hold mg in NetCom has dropped to 4.6 per cent. C&W insisted 
the sale did hot have wider strategic implications, following the 
severing of the group’s interest in foe German Vfebacom venture. 

Ushers to float at up to £120m . 

Ushers of Trowbridge, the West Conn- 
try brewer, is taking a cautious approach 
to its second attempt at a stock market 
flotation. Although, not yet finalised. 

Ushers’ flotation price is expected to be 
calculated on the basis of a historic 
price/eamings ratio of less than 12, a 
discount to both the market and other 
quoted regional brewers. Ushers pulled 
its last planned flotation in 1994, but chief 
executive Roger North (right) believes 
the company has addressed the issues 
that worried investors then. 

Impact day. when the institutional placing will be priced, is ex- 
pected to be 4 March and the company is understood to be plan- 
ning a £40m cash-raising to give a market value between £100m 
and £1 20m. Ushers also anno unced the appointment of Tom Vyn- 
er, deputy chairman of J Sainsbury, as non-executive chairman. 

Brussels investigates French film aid . 

The European Commission is opening an inquiry into Fi22>bn 
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The European Commission is opening an inquiry into Fr2-5bn 
(£270m) of French state aid for the Soci£t£ Ffaneaise de Pro- 
duction, a TV and film production firm which is being privatised. 
At the same time, the commission has approved Fr350m of ur- 
gent aid to prevent SFP’s financial collapse, while the Ffe och au- 
thorities complete the restructuring plan. 

PIA board shrinks to 17 members 

The Personal Investment Authority, the financial services regula- 
tor, is to reduce the size of its board from 21 to 17 members. The 
reduction wfll take place at the PIAs general meeting in July, when 
four directors, two in the public-interest category and two practi- 
tioner members, stand down. 

Whessoe sells out to Siebe 

i 

Whessoe has agreed an offer by Siebe at 155p per share. The offer 
values the entire issued share capital of Whessoe at about £46m. 
There wfll be a sbare alternative of 31 new Siebe shares for every 
200 Whessoe shares. 

Eagle Star expands in Ireland 

BAT Industries' subsidiary Eagle Star has paid New Ire land Hold- 
ings IR£30m for Irish National Insurance. BAT said the acqui- 
sition will almost double Eagle Star’s general insuranrepremiuni 
income in Ireland and increase its market share above 10 per cent 

Labour sticks to plan for super-SIB . 

Labour’s shadow economic secretary, J 
Mike O’Brien (left), yesterday reaf-“ 
firmed his party’s plans for financial ser- •' 
vices regulators to be brought under the 
single umbrella of the Securities and In- 
vestments Board. There will be a dis- 
tinction made between wholesale and 
retail market regulation, wife the for- 
mer having a “lighter touch”. But he 
added that Labour did not want a US- 
style Securities and Exchange Com- ~ 
mission, which he believes- would be 
___ . inappropriate to this country. 

MrOTkfcn, speaking to a City audience at a lecture sponsored : 
by Imro, the fund managers’ regulator, said he also wanted to sinh . 
plify many of the rules governing the industry: “Wfe would rather 
have four rules that worked than 400 which tried to catch every even- • 
tuality but just succeeded in confosing everyone." 

Lang clears four bids 

Ian Lang, Secretary for Trade and Industry, bas decided not to 
refer foe proposed acquisition by Lowndes Lambert Group HSd- k -. 
mgs of Fencburch to foe Monopolies and Mergers Co mmissio n. ^ 
Other clearances announced yesterday were the acquisition by ■ 
Qariant UK of the paper chemical business of Hickson & Welch, 
foe acquisition by Kingfisher’s subsidiary Comet Group of Nor- 
web s retail division and the Firstbus takeover of the local bus 

business of Stotts Coaches of Oldham. 

American offers pilots new deal 

American Airlines said it has offered foe Applied Pilots Associ- 
ation a new labour contract ahead of the expiry of the uniotfs . 
deadline on Saturday for calling a vote on the strike. A 
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Exceptional 
Mortgage Deals - 
Talk To Us Now 


lo tmd out more, contact 
your nearest branch. Or call 
ns FREE on 0800 126 125. 

UNES ARE OPEN: MON - SUN 8am - 9pm 
PLEASE QUOTE CODE HO IN 1302 
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The jobless who will never 
fit in our brave new world 


T he Government had the 
pleasure yesterday of fig- 
ures showing another big 
drop in the number of people 
on unemployment benefit. 
Despite the downward path in 
unemployment over the past 1 1 
months, though, there are 
about 900.000 unfilled vacan- 
cies in the UK at present. This 
is not enough to absorb ail of 
die 2,200,000 or so who arc 
unemployed (on the standard 
international definition), but is 
certainly enough to make a 
sizeable dent in the total. 

Steering the economy to- 
ward creating more jobs is one 
task for the next government 
But why can't the unemployed 
lake the jobs that already ex- 
ist? Removing the structural 
barriers that prevent this is a 
separate policy challenge. 

There will always be some 
level of unemployment. Wil- 
liam Beveridge, father of die 
welfare state, thought the job- 
less rate could not Tall below 5 
per cent. The reason is ‘•fric- 
tion" in the labour market. 
Some people will be in between 
jobs. Some will be living in dif- 
ferent areas from those where 
there are jobs. 

In addition, once the level of 
unemployment has been high 
for a while, it tends to be slow 
to fall: a phenomenon econo- 
mists have named “hysteresis" 
sets in. So. for example, peo- 
ple out of work for a long time 
lose the confidence and habits 
that enable them successfully 
1 to apply for jobs and hold on 
to them. They might be out of 
the workplace when a crucial 
new technology is introduced 
in their field, whether it is a new 
computer software programme 
or a new type of machine took 
and therefore lack the relevant 
experience. 

Governments can only do a 
limited amount to offset this- 
training might help, but in the 
end there is no substitute for 
experience. However, politi- 
cians are very interested in 
tackling a third type of struc- 
tural unemployment, that aris- 
ing from people out of work not 
having the skills needed to fill 



Diane 

Coyle 

It is pure 
political myth 
to pretend that 
all of these 
long-term 
unemployed can 
be retrained 
for skilled and 
high-value jobs 


the jobs that are being created 
Improving education and train- 
ing - this is the motherhood 
and apple pie pledge of this 
election campaign. We’re all in 
favour of it. 

There are good reasons for 
this. A recent publication from 
the OECD, Employment and 
Growth in the Knowledge-Based 
Economy , collects the evidence 
showing that the part of the ad- 
vanced economies where jobs 
growth is fastest is the “knowl- 
edge" sector. Statistics on this 
sector are scanty. One OECD 
study in 1981 put the size of the 
information sector at between 
14.8 per cent and 24.8 per cent 
of GDR with the US and France 
ahead of the rest. An update in 
1986 found that the sector had 
been growing rapidly. 

The report says: “There is a 
dear trend in the OECD coun- 
tries towards an economy where 
the share of the labour force 


nanewng tangible goods is be- 
coming mud) smaller than the 
share engaged in the produc- 
tion, distribution and use of in- 
formation.*’ The demands the 
places on education and the na- 
tional kno»fe^e-base are dear. 

However, equipping the 
workforce as a whole to meet 
the requirements of the infor- 
mation economy is one matter. 
Educating the people who are 
unemployed now to make 
them fit for jobs in this brave 
new world is another. It is an 
unpleasant fact that there me 
large numbers of people whom 
employers consider to be un- 
employable - any businessman 
will say so, privately. Some of 
the unemployed are so un- 


the unemployed are so un- 
productive - die young people 
who have no qualifications 
and have never worked, or the 
fifty-something men shed from 
declining industries - tha t 
companies wfil not take diem 
on at any acceptable wage. 

It is pure political myth to 
pretend that all of these long- 
term unemployed can be 
retrained for skilled and high- 
value jobs. Equally, they are 
very unlikely to want to accept 
low-paid jobs that require omy 
low productivity. People’s as- 
pirations for what they earn are 
set according to what they see 
most other people around 
them bringing borne, and so the 
dead-end jobs hold no appeal. 
Low-productivity workers as- 
pire to average-productivity 
wages. This mismatch is one 
that wiD get worse as the aver- 
age standard of Irving increases, 
leaving the chronically unem- 
ployed further behind. 

The Labour solution, to be 
set out once again in shadow 
chancellor Gordon Brown’s 
speech today, is to subadise the 
“re-entry" jobs the long-term 
unemployed might take. The 
employer will pay a wage that 
corresponds to the worker’s low 
level of productivity - or 
perhaps more if the minimum 
wage is set higher - and the 
public purse will top it up with 
in-work benefits. This is fair 
enough, but it is a social policy 
as much as an economic one. 


The economic solution to the 
labour market mismatches 
would be to complement the 
need to raise the educational 
and skill standards of the 
existing labour force as the 
economy becomes more 

a new source of labour^Lofif 
the dead-end jobs. After all, no 
matter how fast the high- 
performance industries grow, 
there will always be a demand 
for janitors and baznbuiger- 
ffippers at low wages. In fact, tfr is 
is precisely what happens, but 
it is also obscured % political 
myth and rhetoric. Whatever 
they dainij all the advanced 
industrial economies import 
immigrants to fill grotty jobs. 


difficult they guarantee that 
these immigrant are all the 
more thoroughly exploited. 

Sometimes fos use of top-up 
labour has been espEdt— for es- 

Caribbean medical staflfi^the 
late 1950S and early 1960s, or 
when Germany allowed in its 
GSstarbeter. But with the 
SCOU^ofhj^unempIrry mgnt, 
politicians in the European 
countries have come to pretend 
that foreign workers are un- 
welcome even though they are 
the only people available to fiD 
jobs that few of the native-born 
unemployed wfll consider. 

It is unfashionable to 
suggest, on the one hsmrt that 
immigration might be a good 
tiring, and on the other that it 
is to everybody’s benefit if 
immigrants accept the bad jobs 
that nobody else wants. They 
are not “stealing" jobs because 
the work does not pay enou gh 
to attract the unemployed. 
Their employers can pay a low 
wage for low-productivity 
work. And the immigrants get 
their feet on the first rung of 
tiie economic ladder in the 
classic manner. The public 
policy problem -figuring out 
bow to provide an acceptable 
standard of living for native- 
born, long-term unemployed 
workers whose productivity is 
low - is no better, but .no 
worse than it would beanyway. 
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Tourist Rates 

E Buys 
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The strong pound has 
re- jgnited the British love 
affair with MaibeUa on the 
Costa del SoL This sunny 
hangout of such luminaries as 
Ronnie Knight, Sean 
Connery, Prmcess Di and 
King Eahd is also home to up 
to half a milli on Brits. More 
will be beading that w ay if 
the pound’s resurgence 
continues. 

Lovell, one of the few re- 
maining British contractors 
and developers in the area, 
bad a hard time of it during 
the recession - everyone got 
their fingers burnt in the 
Eighties. 

Now Stephen Draper, a 
Spanish-based director of 
Lovell says that within the last 
two months the price of a top 
villa in Maibetta has fallen 
from £465,000 to £410,000, 

(foe entirety to the weakness 
of the peseta against sterling. 

Lovell is still building - and 
selling - villas in the area, so 
if a Qty bonus is burning a 
hole in your pocket, give 
them a rail. 

A rumour is sweeping Qty 
parlours that Liffe is building 
“the biggest bog in Europe" 
at its Cannon Bridge offices, 
where 3,000 futures traders 
daily ply their trade. ' 

A spokeswoman for Liffe 
confirms that it is indeed 
completing a large new 
“cloakroom”. 

“There are so many traders 

that we have had to dispense 
with locker facilities. The 
traders all arrive at once, so 
the cloakroom has to be quite 
big,” she says. 

Yes, but does it contain this 
huge new loo, as rumoured? 

“I don’t know. I haven’t been 
there - nor want to,” replies 
the Liffe representative. 

I never realised why the high 
street banks were so reluctant 
to stump op for the millen- 
nium exhibition when Michael 
HeseUne was twisting their 
arms for £l0m last year. 

■ The banks at the time said 
they “couldn’t see a commer- 
cial justification for it,” which 
seemed a bit churlish since. 


People & Business 





it’s supposed to be a national 
celebration. 

Now, according to a bank- 
ing source, all becomes dear. 
Hezza proposed that they 
spend the money on a gigan- 
tic “gallery of banking.* 
Hardly a crowd-puller. 

Now Lord Alexander of 
NatWest, Sir Brian Pitman of 
Lloyds and the rest have 
agreed to donate around 
£ 100 , 1)00 each to a compara- 
tively modest “celebration of 
the City of Loudon”. 

That seems more, like it, 
although it still hardly sounds 
like a threat to Euro Disney. 

Steven Joseph, chairman of 
Portfolio Foods, is fast turn- 
ing into a serial entrepreneur. 
He bought eight businesses 
from Hazlewood in 1990 to 
form Portfolio with backing 
from NatWest Ventures, then 
sold most of the business to 
Cadbury Schweppes last year. 

Now he has taken over as 
chairman of another NWV- 
baefced company. Decorative 
Sleeves, a supplier of shrink 
and stretch sleeves in the 




SHhBmSli 



packag ing industry. NWV led 
the man agement buyout of 
Decorative Sleeves last Sep- 
tember for £13.7zn. 

Mr Joseph's new job will 
mean some commuting from 
his north London base with 
Portfolio to DS in East 
Angli a. He is also looking for 
other business opportunities 

with NWV 

Still only in his mid-4Gs, Mr 
Joseph has five children, but 
is worried about comparisons 
with that other serial parent, 
Nicola Horiick of Morgan 
Grenfell fame. He had to re- 
assure a colleague recently 
that he wouldn't be charging 
off to Frankfurt. 

Roy HaD, doyen of the 
nuclear generation industry, 
is finally retiring as chief ex- 
ecutive of Magnox Electric 
after over 40 years in the 
electricity sector. 

Magnox, formerly Nuclear 
Electric, is Britain's fifth 
largest electricity generator. 
Still wholly owned by the 
Government, it operates six 
Magn ax-type nuclear stations 
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producing around 8 per of' . 
electricity used in England ~ \ 
and Wiles. Dennis Joynswv 
executive director of Uabffi-". 
ties and decommissioning, ' 1 
will effectively take over Mr 
Hall’s job, under the new title 
of managing director, opera- 
tions, from 1 October. ... 

Dr Clive Smltton, exeentivt 
director, generarion>and v . .. 
Stephen Ogle, executive di- . 
rector, finance and commer- 
cial. will continue in their . 
current roles. 

Mr Hall started out as a;';... 
trainee engineer in the elec- 
tricity engineer in 1956, and - . 
had spells as station manager 
of Trawsfynydd and Hinldey 
Point. A big part of Magma’s 
job at the moment is to de- 
commission ageing nuclear 
generators. Mr Hall has used ' 
this expertise as chairman of 
the World Association of Nu-: 
clear Operators Paris Centre, 
a body created following foe .- - 
Chernobyl disaster, to -• • 
improve safety standards - 
world-wide. 

John Willcock 
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The heat is 
turned up 
in Dubai 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 


WfeBet fingers wflj have been 
itching in every pan of the 
: g!obe yesterday after 24 names 
were short-listed for the second 
running of the Dubai World 
Cop. The world's richest race, 
with a total purse of $4m 
(£2L5m) and a wank cheque for 
S2_4m (£1.5 m) awaiting the 
name of one lucky owner, will 
be ran at Nad AJ-Sheba race- 
course in the United Arab Emi- 
rates on 29 March, and so 
fewer than one in three of the 
prospective runners are trained 
in Britain. 

This does not, it should be 
said, imply that 33 per cent of 
the world's best horses are res- 
ident in this country, bm rather 
reflects such variables as prox- 
imity and the changing season 
in northern and southern hemi- 
spheres. 

None the less, with an antic- 
ipated cast list which should in- 
clude Hehssks, the Prix dc TArc 
de Tjiomphe winner, crar very 
own SingspieL, who took the 
Japan Cup in November, and 
top-grade performers from 
America, Australia and Japan, 
the Dubai World Clip could be 
fairly argued to be as dose to a 
world championship as racing 
may ever get. The only disap- 
pointment, is i hat the KMiiriong 
contest wiD take place on dirt 
rather than turf. 

- It is a considerable incentive 
to owners in more distant parts . 
of the world that the organisers 

- in effect. Sheikh Mohammed 

- will pay aD travelling expens- 
es, so those involved will have 
very little to lose. The Sheikh 
must also fancy his chances of 
winning backs decent chunk of 
the prize-money, since SingspieL, 
whowiEl nm in the maroon and 
white silks which are new almost 
a cause for nostalgia, wfli be 
backed up by two entries from 
the Godolphin organisation. 
Annus Mirabilis and Thmayez. 

Less famiHar names which 
may be worth remembering 
are Juggler,- one of Australia’s . 
best rruddle-distaiice perform- 
ers. and Hokato Vega, a Japan- 
ese mare who has won her last . 
10 outings on dirt, while Formal 
Gold, fifth in the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic. and Mecke, the Ar- 
lington Million winner, are 
among the invitees from the US. 

“The Dubai World Cup 
Committee has been delighted 
by both the number and quali- 
ty of entries,’ 7 Michael Os- 


Money heads for Coome Hill 


Coome Hill was the borse to at- 
tract betting interest on the first 
day after publication of the 
Grand National weights. The 
Hennessy Gold Cup winner is 
now 14-1 co-favourite, from 
16-1, with Ladbrokes for the 


Aintree chase, despite a warn- 
ing from his trainer that his prin- 
cipal objective is the Gold Cup. 

Also in demand were Lord 
Gyllene, now 14-1 from 16-1, 
Maamur (20-1 from 25-1) and 
Smith's Band (25rl from 33-1). 
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borne, its chairman, said yes- 
terday. “The line-ups w31 be 
confirmed by the . end of the 
month." Only 14 can go to post 
for the World Cup itself, with 
the remainder qualified for the 
Dubai Duty Free Reserve race 
on the same card. 

Mark Johnston, erne of our 
most enterprising and thought- 
ful trainers, has stabled his two 
challengers, Bijou DTnde and 
Gotbenberg, in Dubai since 
late January, and the latter win 
have his first race on the desert 
dirt this evening, when be con- 
tests the Sheikh Maktoum 
Challenge Cup. Frankie Dettori 
wffl partner Ha mm eistem in the 
same event, the feature cm the 
first card of the Dubai racing 
season. 

While the wind and rain of a 
British winter continue, how- 
ever, the big race in Dubai will 

gmg gfr lo chrft itw-fhf ftprrhgm 

Festival from the minds of most 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Brown Wren 
fTaunton 3J20) 

NB: Physical Fan 
(Sandown 450) 

punters. The latest weekend of 
Gold Cup trials will start early 
this afternoon, when Dorans 
Pride, among the favourites for 
the Gold Dap. leaves novice 
company for the first time in the 
Kinloch Brae Chase at Ihuries. 
Merry Gale, fourth in the Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup at Leopard- 
stown, and Royal M oon tbrowue 
are the old-hands who will pro- 
vide an interesting test for 
Michael Hourigan's chraer. 

On Saturday, meanwhile. Im- 
perial Call wfli run in the Red 
Mills Chase at Goman Park, 
and there was a slightly con- 
fusing bulletin on the Gold 
Cup winner's well-being from 
Fergie Sutherland, his trainer, 
yesterday. “He is fine and you 
can lake it that he will run," 
Sutherland said. “He has had a 
little infection in his hind leg 
from when he struck into him- 
self in the Hennessy, and I am 
waiting for. the results ofa tesL 
As we're so short of time, I 
couldn’t give him a shot of 
penicillin, but the infection 
wouldn’t go away. But I want to 
ran him and I am sure he will 
be all right. 0 

The apparent implication is 
that Imperial Call has had an in- 
fection which he may have 
shaken off by the time he lines 
up on Saturday. Or then again, 
he may not Hold all bets. 
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JUYUSH enmwd ttara* tor TO^OQr* *the htamaita* Aunan San and s untwmen af- 
W no rum om wear. Jan Old's dWa: cam ham by sawn lentfM « Norton Abbot 
IM month and hndeo odds 11-4 ■ Toacaatfir a tonndii ago. Juyinh'a connections hno 
sad Has if. arqr mnn. ntmnm Cota M not nm m m Oaneon Ka(N Vds 
homaca£cl|acwiariaOi>«»ai<wuia Juyigh.rt»motfiwFaiiwalangagamartisttiaSuprtriia 
Nowees' Kunas. tiaa km to bwt today and should compMe the nat-tneh winout muon 
fimnoafBaBay.lioSomhBhNomaw^hiadNNtdebuifburniDHuntanaLamouHhr- 
w* »1 Nownta. MS one o* tt» tawxmin at LMcmtcr throa wmhs bb> but oneped May 
dm out and ws puBad up BMora if» nw. his nfer nportmc that ha ms unbany wan 
jho sowwvynw-fWs aoon. Pmrtad al lonuunc \wB wdh fun ms ww KSona Bay raffs 
be iha ono id fbtaa tbo flaaxadB hom. AbaeWa Unit ws bsatto 24 leneha when tounh 
to Jupob k TdHOMMr Dm thouu anome as a rasib of ih« bnt oumt Hun*ng dabuont 
■Ha tab. rt» had a run at SounwaH ton daw ■■>, waa a uaeM rat mar but teat he 
fbrrafBMjwr. <Uacdon;JUWSH 


foocl FUST HALF CLUB NCMCE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
Lzr22J £5,000 added 3m UQydi PMirityWte £3,388 
1 24.JE3 wffiworeajjeiwscw jcaw812c^ *•* 

? <ur-:4 wcncMttSMQRi^rtair-TThDrTMr.jm xjtame 

3 352732 WMttWSW!ie.%nrtHqirte(>A!j>cl7U2 

4 HP® HHIWB3|R3^a't*5». : WaWSK3 

•ttaaf* 

ttwi aejn z-UTze tnsest : w :t 

aEnBHt M Hwrtta $m. U4 fca MMy, »4 TahaW* *1 (tata 

fORMOUDE 

Whilst ha m-ipng c-'i «»k wmerv^ » ae oes<*ed. TWf tMf BUCKSXW aiustb^- 

aenaisNtoewe^<beE<Ng uvsf,- tooKee a can*-, Hwa sr 

wdBflSee»»Bu5(W8anflBaltfUi»Bw«lienl»dw*donh*er^«nras»a»namr 

nice oi Cr«saDw m Kane^ixt. x*r. GCfortri dav res pne off flaeunte tv ha fhm 
races snw. Mvmng mnner-up r, ms non bw - sefwid Usar Dnen at Hjnuudcr «nfl 
Fftmsy Tirn at Cnatenaam - and n» mror mnoA agann iaor*d and siwan 

kow The tanM Ben; or a mum io me bn aadi nw aarts ■#»- Taw lh« |us 
Won «nn b Wrptr BOCH « 1992 90 end*W#mO« eonsNUert Ijse Mr wrt*r»nr artfns 
Gear Of the tfwd ahen a w-Jeretb raw ud fo GnM Ebseft on m www J» 
KJ03I toe weqf* m a hanoaap nunjas x hefnpw: I3bni. ho wo chwaa efhrts 5 M IIW ' 

an aoeeat^ tso ana a haff rhues. He «s w una tfw HMpr Piee itiK. HM*i 
Ian Sam ttas tun wot «i ma me mow ns aaason, mart mcara, mn a iww* r fmnt 

Of Hie Ihuu n bnahaig • lww*rS!B rumor-up u WOHM) at MAosor tan aaM ae> hd 
daiMnnef MeNMUat olOawwnantMrvaime Uai at Mncanaon bs waa*. 

Mma t m w i T*e blosms 

rqlT^BURM&E CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HAMNCAP WHOLE 
(CLASS E) £ 3,5 00 li dd ed 2m Mflydi Penalty VM — f 2 fi «! 

1 31134* RMSMURASBflCwSGsaniSllU PHata 

2 51003 DCnKK«B0mmiAMVMuV^7U9^_ -0MB 

3 22E1TD OOtMr IW OBin Sc Ibdaa Ctmrt. S Urta 5 U 4 SNm71 

4 13-2231 Bo«Le»Bffmm>Tj«Nwr3(bMD»exoir 

B 11440.2 CAMCMIGHWIEnn *Gi- IuQsj J Pwrca 7 IQ 10 CRIB 

6 &121C3 HA2ZM(ZA«X4wr«saiCnMr.Rtae61Db LAwa* 

- C Mata - 

JKT7WB: u Dertaa r , 11-4 naiM, 4.1 Nayrt Bum, M Cw Can Oaafla. H HbM, 13-1 
taiba 

KMMSUBE 

Ben Moore, a ntx-amr. was la aa andaa for ten fla«S tea farina *n ndo ouf and acnaw 
me Best Bosque oouton on DPCTMM m mr ncer| stafas «M" the tnen-yaar-old *r- 
■shed a n*:e length nm to ruOaSMS K Cnruaow 12 day* gy <h uncos', ona of nwe 
Martin Pioe-iramM rumps n mat ten ana havng hot ton ounn£ *or the mamoKJn Mrtf- 
or. «as reacoaanne »*w a l.cie-ua, absence Dow made fa/C me lb#w of and 
wioriu undeMendw* hand ing He must proget s tar me rur and. aaihngt gam oC a 
5lb ngn r*nR hne. should be man u beat w5*i the saaacr- ■ rtaonf oondncnai nor. 
□and wasn, m me taom. Cm Can Gtafla. u hum mo it wtfar rut. fcvahaa o 14- 
knim lunner-u? to Fyuig f k Ascot i2n*ar> mfin d»n and corwte »" m *+ 
once should not noomaoence h>.r. On a ins mmuflh Hanason. mno ran md at Aam t» 
lan0hs berm Can Can Charte. me laoer sheud hare the maoajr at Itayai SaaeC. 
masterad Honour half a at Windsor two wee« ago foiwM seme me mt <■ 

' 1995-96 and made 4 flwd tune :jc*> !br m season wnen Boovar » and a nef 

lengths m Qtattanham He <s uo m, pitting tun at list I3t> but crud wo a mat wan 
new Haney on board. lata t tac OOCTUOB 

j-i 4c] LONDESBOROUGH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C] £3000 
ISLirJ added 2m 4# UOyda PmNty Vdut £4311 

1 4021-*5 NO RUN WHAM «J if»e Uawtkii Parwt^nc uCm 91* V- AWa 

3 13-2601 CUtnjOCMHpSira >luAm»v?OsUtSUa btbrtrtai) 1 

3 ORJ-511 nOAUnHUSmilbiCCtMimu ATiialBlOU LNanwy 

4 jAa« soui cau an jb»b ioo AMMm 

-4 dadmd- 

A4nmiinii*ei^icisat 7me .uncap M#r Seta Gen 9W I2»; 

HEIMB; X0.U Ul)t« *-l Em AMU, 4-1 SUt Grtt 11-2 Na AMs Mi Bala 


HYPERION 

150 Cover Pohrt Z20 Stx CterKs 255 Spar- 
row HaO 350 Ctiffl Factor 4j05 Cush Si^Heme 
455 Hotspur Street 

GOING: Good (Good to Soft in pUrat). 

■ Lefttaid ooodf, ondtiladng and sharp. Not stable tor the 
longrtridtag home. toaMB 240yds. 

■ Barecotme Is norUvwMt ortown on AB138. Darfington rafl- 
«oy natloo la 14 xnlfei nay ~ bus sendee to comae. AMIIS- 
SBONt CUl £ 1 1 : Itansrib £T* Com £2^0 (onder UU free Into 
' afl eudosmes). CAS PASS: Membcni £2, mnafaider free. 


BUNKERED m8T3WE: HeoGoU 

WBOffiBH IN IBB LAST SEVEN DAYS: aieadma Byam (&30j 

wuaBtfnca Cwnder. 

LONG-MSTANCE BSNNSH& BlastnTVafl (4J») haabaeo seat 
l73ndtofrT >BMludtaVKurteafrocalBnjlhort. Turtle. 

Pf-en] WEST OF YDRE NOVKE CHASE (CLASS 

L___i E) £4j075 added 2m 3f 

1 bOGPre 4UOgpqjQ»a»6112 .. ..PawbRana 

r 2 \ OTBA MPI YBIHPR T r»»nv m Both 

3 0019-24 CMB*raHT(lR(BRJAM0MM6U2 _PCa*aojr 

I 4 3FS2P3- mrrmUUDrpH9MrtMIMpn9U2 — ASUan 

5 MUPD34 KUE9HSIMa pqUs5aa«l611.2 THeed 

6 004V MOLD GAME CIS} Uses VMwren C 11 2 BStewgr 

7 300 SEMMGHOME<2n|UiMBB«t*71011 PNMw 

-7dacbmd- 

BEIHKb 4^ Cowr Point. 4-lMasioCtlooiB, 5-1 Kanawtbw, 7-1 tart 
W Jady. 14-lAfcat, JM. Ha m Y aa ^ 3B-1U M n a m e 

lonfil SMNMGTON MADEN HURDLE (CLASS F} 

£2^75 added 2m 

1 0 HBPOWrpsgJHJctranSUlS AFHyaafq 

2 00 MflBfflSJDn0U2jPCta5115 PMWayp} 

3 3B4AOAO H»gninyp)AMuMdi7M.S hllarthi 

4 &S1560 SHVBtlMXtUQIbsM Ftotd^S 115 RMrti 

5 9V23A nbnfU{0SAA{141>UMnnn>fill5 R tatty 

G 0000 754NG4 p3) G Ifccaj 5 11 5 HBaalay 

7 B0Q2-H) DOKfiWOt(14J lAsSSmbi 7110 TRaad 

8 150r MRIHSI>UDVmwCUa*dBnBllD HSarth 

9 oo man pa) sm 5iio bm 

30 00 ABWT AP P OU WHr|48)aB!r5nO GCaH 

U H3MMATM»jaaq>Blia.- — KJafwwm 

u 043 suBiflaaimiienoioawMSiio adou* 

13 042 mcmwmjfitiBMU4 209 ACtany 

— 13 declared — 

BE70NG: 7-4 5b CMdb, 3-1 TbsaQ, 8-1 Salem Bsacb, Star Woi, 12- 
1 PoUt My, J4-1 Hta tod loth Partly Peppenatat, 20-1 tasa 


{9 eel ZETLAND HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
iZTZZJ £4,075 added 3ui 3J UOyds 

1 4WM» JOBNflBrrWDJCAnlOUlO F tarty p] 

2 55-4334 SPARROW KAIL (28) J Rt£oaid 10 1012 PMarry 

3 43(231 UCOGQU>m)(CD|PCnae«0i«i9J09 AIMRI 

4 454TOP SNOOK POUT {UBDUmblJO 10 0 IBM 

6 0UO5-4P MUinSBMMBRooiMaBlOO BHoey 

- 5 iUrfiaad- 

IHnm aaMr 10 k he tontAcap *t#c &*) hfan 9K 6 t 
Kimee S41ka Bold, 64 Spamw IM, B4L Jobs* My, Saaob POM, 
121 Cold nfaao 

fo QAl CLEVBJtND NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2525 added 3m If UOyds 

1 001306 ClEraiBOre20)JClitn6114 OwakByma 

2 30231 MEADOW H71*f (7) J Ft£eraU 611 4 PCrtbany 

3 AUIM Manyn Mac 6 ID 12 A 5 Sort 

4 0000-30 BASNCRDAT PB| kin SlNRanaon 71012 A Todd (7) 

B BBian lirt I gnr^l K in 10 fH 

B 5D340B CMU- FACTOR (2Q Mn M RawlNr 7 10 12 PMwo 

7 0-P81P4 EUKHTS WISH (34} J H Johroon 6 ID 12 A Dobbin 

0 0 HOUSBOPESAftHQ 155) J H Mnm 5 10 12.C F%wi (5) 

0 - p aatasHOL (aq Ms c&wnai Bum. HSRaoaa 

10 50 UCHANfXp2)MiHKMDn71012 MrASMUn 

11 000- MOMKroipOfl) EWtymes5 ID 12 Hr J Waynes 

12 004HOF PEttHH ORANGE (7} D Urt 7 30 12 IBoba 

13 U2FH3P R0WLHAM) tp) RAnmn 7 10 12 HrRAman 

14 ARB WATHMWrCT JJ0T*rd 5 10 12 Rllc&atfl(5) 

15 P kamleiiiee( 2B) MS(Mnty6107 D Pater 

-UdaHartd- 

BEgWfc 3-1 HMdniiilfyart. 7-2 CM toctor. 7-1 OrtM- Boy, 104 Bat- 
Incnitt, 12rl WWar Fort. EWotf* Wrt, 14-loOwrt 

|JAC| BEDALE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 

P^l £4^f75 added 2m 3f 

1 122-233 ALMDEER (USA) (23) M W EtfierOj 8 12 0 RGntoyB 

2 5-24121 MEAVBI GEORGE (13)49) W Stony 7 11 B — WllohMy 

3 D1P35F BUZMG1IWLCQ Mss LVRuntl 9 11 7 U Rater 

4 824221 CUSH SUMS* WMTodruiara 10 9170} — PCwbany 

-4dadtead- 

BBIBfftMCliabSaaia— ,3ffH ljadaat.3-19teawrBaa^»,8-Hto»- 
b«TM 

fXORl COAIHLAND NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
LZrrJ (CLASS E) £2525 added 2m 3f 

1 2490 NURUHMV CASH* mjRtfteald 5 11 ID — PCaAany 

2 56-flUB mWSOEUJBE{R(CO)|fesJBman8119 

— ^MiiPftakaoi 

3 413680 RBWHUH ( 12 ) JHJctaai 7 uFIlRcM Brow B 

4 424030 MBHOr OURMMB p3) M BaoadOtWi 5 11 7 RRtepia 

5 44490 HnSFmSnsr(10)UWEaMt|i5n5 RGaifttyB 

5 OPPO DOUML ( 12 ) B fttnwl 6 11 3 IHteR 

7 D0P53B- BfCHAHIH>COIEWEp(l3)JUJdtelonS112 


LINGF1ELD 


8 BOP 7a msr SR (9) H wane 5 111 AS Sta 

9 S444 RAASM (21) J Norton 4 10 11 DwakBpaa 

10 0RW8 AUKUXB08 (ISB) T Kaoay 8 10 0 KJotarto 

-lOdacteed- 

AteteM ntfw 30K. He fwetoap *e®a: aadwouj as 13*. 

HOTBCe M Ftyaep Srt i Bta . 7-3 Enrtaatad CaBaO. 81 KMagrty Crt- 
tia, Baatn, 7-1 Hots** Stieei, S-l Htp^y Cbannlac, 12-1 o«mm 


HYPERION 

155 Classy Chief 2.25 Hlegelly Yburs 3.00 
Xenophon Of Cunaxa 3.35 Hint Of Victory 
4JA June’s Relative 440 Random Kindness 

GOING: KundanL — - — - 

STALLS: Ini - aouifr : mtumkr - owdr. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: in* m *jiriOU. 

■ Equbradt surface, klt-hand abarp nadateaig course 

■ Comae te SE oT warn on B2028. LnqtfkrU auiant mmertb}' 
taita.Vlrforalaibmrtoriniac ADMISSION: S'* CARPARK: 

i (Tub S3; retnatodcT Irre. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN LAST SBVSN DATS: GoMm Hadrcr ( I ^•T.) mat ■ 
Sorthwrfl oi Frida}’. Ircay^ Grab Hire ( : LOO i *wi tear on Thosby 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: K take (4.-W) hrt been MB iMTl 
atabr M JoteMMi bm Udddam, N Vtatoi; OM Bart WT**t2^5T 
mu J7fl nrilea by P Haatem fnm MhHWbam X Vtnfca 

r7~Ec] ST WVL04TWES AMATEUR REJERSHAfO- 
L_r_!— I ICAP (CLASS E) £4,025 added 1m 5f 

1 111321 0XOBIHADSR(RMRfBifill9(5ed 

Jrir S Lartht fC] fi 

2 2234-11 RAm^BI GH) (GO) Use 9 Sandas 6 11 7 

— ARrt L Sheen (4) 7 

3 020018 GUSSrO»(U)(CQ)jWn«41D9_MriCraater(7)2 

A 500-051 CAIflfDULA TO D Itoey * 9 13 Jta DteraJnnai3 

5 BOV-215 QtMUIMR RODE (13) |BF) J Bctnrttoy 5 9 11 

MralPaanaS 

8 021480 m0SS1»l((QRSBw59U MriDoatent (7)5 

7 500803 UGM0|PBta493 l»a A tartl 1 

8 633063 D0NTDMPB0lteBn(Q0T!cniB9O 

NtecJFtaw4V 

-Bdactead- 

BEmNG: 82 Cteartrta. 4-1 RaHaa Itedaar, M HattateaK 6-1 QaaS 
tab Pride, 7-1 Deal Dnp Bata, IM CteBay CMat, 12-1 atom 

foTocl YOUNG LOVE SQJJNG HAMXCAP (CLASS 
LfrrZli G) £2575 added 2 ra 

1 231386 MmMASmsnqUEea)(CD)lhaBS«Cas49U 

SSrtiartS 

2 60-4405 SA HAN H0WA (5) |C] pF) 4 SWrv 6 9 10 ■■‘-grill * 

3 63256-3 «l«AU7YtJta(14Ultoia®je 4 94_~W*J»« 

4 063-060 (HD HtBHWMBPU PHKOm 4 9 1 SDnaaa7 

5 050450 PBtMN BOD TO M Bob) 98 7 JkartM(5)3E 

6 M0 KALAKAE (BB1) |C) J Wrtgr 12 B 6 A Day (6)1 

7 08000 M0MMKMS RBJSN (Ml W User 4 ? mi BaH (3) 2 

-l * d a . l - 

— ri-;- 

OH Hart Wlnt U-l PmteB Bud. 181 Kabteate. 8 wptei Itebrt 


NORM GUIDE 

rintmnfW* »« J ha-tfipi *W- a i™pkbp «mnc» of w Tatnrrur^ 

SurtlriitfattiaartWin Marat Rjnnef-rf»W Jory alorf * stntoraartheMWuni.Pnwd 
flrttatoe nta *>a> her aa, on her nca tw bul jha ttunceO ntfd 0** ra wr 
wen r Tf*6raS WWbte#®i5 Milan: Fn«ToS«*n W Jt Krtnplon too 

•Hah. m raww# 49 Vi.reso» a \amnhK. van one d! me season 1 : hrs*nrt rtraKr: 
nf im Mson K vJajnwn. He looirea as thouffi ne uwh f »wn j rwwar iiifl rf tfaw bul 
imi fnn trc antn « race *Vn Fo* » Scvm ona The Ura Capam nere &«i a*B, 

■ ifloa* none 5« oci. rausmBiftcrr' lo tefuw*. No Pite N» (tote ««ni ji mren 

S*riaStennBiffh<« HAff» on t» rtwpcraona: and «s ««fl Deafen « W7e , *r« 

wTwne. a> ta *** Am at on « "« «"* 

f»jr j*aon Nwrtaf StaClfcW Mffn LOUGH 

nrT£7 W8J=RED JOWSTONE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2fi00 
1~2J added an 4f lipyd* Panalty Value £1504 

. w MtearromcaWOTVqtWTro'^C-^^gira-.-.^Dltortmv 

n RJOORIMUQ87) WHSaertntit'-^’t ^^ 4 HrHwartteNtat(7) 

* ^n paewrtnM rrHna«ce<Aaw^Bw*4t£r.lltearl3m~J*RtaiGUr(7i 

I SrU 12 F- AHH8nm(n»(Cn.VW8r&lkrw’JUW13L?l to C Rted Biyai |7) 

5 U*44P- *B0SIOH(Ma)B«S»4r.'Mr4U[taRl717L 

6 52848 POOREWOODW^.TRjMiW.StenKinO -.JR P jDtoaWa g] 

7 2MKF MBK—I flBI I .AC Apni a ^U i: a J*iaC7ii«ito»m 

sons S4 m mm, * * wn mmVi ■*•«*«■». »i am kms asi weed, re 

4rtWte.mta-« 

toe ™ nws a« m The ihwi vdr WRh (WBJON bul ran t» ail out** r«s w it..tS 
c _ kn| fx mreaem sjuu» futa-ni rw awming imiwuwi&jp at tunffJon Bknj>n ^ 

□anoD Thei3^iv«iad»MaK(""i4nBl*aAanMs»amneroawiiteM0nWtni« 

im b» wartvi ta** test ** Boateh. *f» haa a 0 wd nwvii n famrap ctuuw. fuew 
U rts *>i 0 # that Mane P-p haw neato trt> years oyu He hasn't rated since faunfi ar 
__ COM «( Harch bul you ran te sure Man Hw=*e> *« protore mu W eixwffi and 
ta SttiHbQtaewffiSWIwi Swen nihrMdap AnmtlOictavnnwiaawvwfwt. 
— m me t no. toau bau of t**e twt SaiictlaK WILD ILUISUff 

mm] SPRMG NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4^)00 added 
lz™i 2 m «f Pmlty valu* £3,035 

i Kt vBSMiajiacr(Mn.iMiF •«' iwWNU w lawaROi 

07741^ GPNCMKOOUITOrtinra^tta^JOnbllri -Rlpse 

3 CT is: WtoUteW IM) D Wer-' J C.*W 6 11 6 - . ... — --PM te 

4 I WG^II BTAT (71) 1* Irr •( -rri — r - ’ 1 ‘ — llrClA^ani 

t MS-m Mnumtm : l W 0 C Itwan- *- I: v : J . .. OBbl 

6 lb lRNAP0t(7)P( jwartrAtiWimuBQrobn 1. - bltete 

7 61414: HUM m ,«S1IJ»IW 5 jeMM b 11 : - 

5 &T/KL7 PWnCKPW(X3)4CKi:ow:*»a.TV«rt.K 1 U , ..._ D»|W» 

9 TO-P TORCHWITO RatCfw- MAbto»5SuU»- > . *Dwa«4j 

OC'TbC IMWKWL (» .S P Lntrwi U r«STV-J» L 10 L- Start V 

11 ■RRTreDAIbbteTO.^.VffBnrt.OO'arr.Sliit,. JHa*r»l 

12 WBu'l MBWRBIlf(»lR* , srJC(* , '*ttn7Wa - - .JOteana 

u 3AC imb NHAUGC to G * -<i£eaap 5 ramed 6 io : mam 

II Win WabDfteOBITO i.M-t«T|'PVIiVt|fil01 - WHtateAd 

U- 30W0 NteUWHWElUf ’r^T'ianibJteiliAlf'O - - — HHSaeli 

-U ll d rtd - 

Mrtrvr mufr- ; jp. .'-ji “Jr K* nrriM f rVW» « t.T 

HOMC— at. laaatel Rato. H Ito y rt R a ta SX41a*. 7-1 l D a oaa Bi B aH. 81Lrt»Ta 
to lb-1 Ptertrt ta. Wta 12-1 WatteN Otert. Pa»da Racer, u-l atean 
POWAOUWE 

IMJ1AI BEAT -e\*« W tei toed onS arefna bersiaJ Aadid A IcoetM ni epf M W 
nw! totw-nc (war at me fn» fi.grr* nut me Ruv-riO tow *u*u <rw*ing hw hunWitfi no* anU 
A bound to prtwaw tec* Her*rson iinaieftart<iM , tijrwlAinn 1 wwwi|{drtrane»!(«l 
ad too owes and a finwf and tn««r« nmne» up txnma fatacta* Nan at Bum wv urt 
Mtabaa tettad *» beaten ■wo 19*h oUltrte «*> lurtKan a HummsMi Ust «m tail 
mm umdd K Fonhwec oefwa (tut Abo* twee a nmnw tha term jnu ww up t*- 
rwwt Btahau at Nertwy pn oh too tamo w* live tune. Noya I Hawaii made a wnv- 
wm rweats oaout at h* (7m4n ui November. MWa* pmuous ten impn mm HeftO 
Ptnuf tour w ilB ti. GoM, who ItoteaM Tana BncHs B tenpn « LTrtiennain in 

NniMtar out totted a «rt< baaWft Wh to m« rwai ttiMt U* foUowE rromh. cjn at*. 
ffQrt SatedSoae SPfQAL BEAT 


ronfil CASAN0W HANDICAP (CUSS F) £3500 
Bddod 0 f 

1 003015 RQUKCOMECQ [UTaomai 5 10 7 i7sa> APteaoa 12 

2 3CO08? XENOPHON WaXUW Ml nUFrtfwntetGirttt 4 10 0 

WNpall 

3 00012-5 telAFI (WA) (30) IC0| (W) J Caff 4 9 17 AOTO1 

4 343503 IHC FRMff FMMR TOM WGUtiinrr >1911 

5 0G(C04 00IGUI OICAR (I) M D Ncfcte 4 9 10 -Atet ftama 2 > 

6 330033 KMHBIfIDNE Ml* (8) Mae L Sddai 6 9 9 

..... JSrtrtffJOV 

7 460000 L0CH0N (215) fCO) UsN Ujaun 6 9(>..C1aaBM P) 10 

8 350571 NOTTS CRAB MK (7) (C)h Kor 4 9 7 1 79’ It Map 7 1 

9 C3816 ALMZ(2B)MU»Cri)IWltat 796 -DHotadU 

10 WB4U MCmCARDUTOICO|G05J«an59-l..JIVHteyroi4 

U OO^ai » TASKER TO (C0JJL rams 99? A Satan 5 

IT oozra IWCX AS THIEVES (7) ID) Rinad 1)tcnicv5i 5 9 0 

:. jm« 

13 050003 SOUITCRN D0AIIB0N 02) (CD) MM J Otce -1 8 11— 

5 Wrtrtarl 

14 OOG564 SUPERIAOIKUTO JEh^5B3 A Daly [SI 9 

-lAdatterad- 

HniNG: M Sk toahar. 74 h«ya tab Hba, Tachyeata, B-l Onubla 
Oacar, toalMntaaa laaa, Sqta Conte. UA Aa IHartt, *01 rthata 


Oorl SEALED WITH A LOVWG KISS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4JD25 added 3YD lm 

1 4-1 PASnO* (14| (CD) T Mbs 9 7 WRjaal 

2 41 HOP OF VICTORY (19) (CD) 11 Befl 9 ?-.... G lte*aa([S 4 

3 006108 SWBT(UM) U tUtfra 3 12 MRtaaav2 

4 00500-5 PUmOABff(7)CB®TanB9 DNoltenlS 

-AdMterad- 

BEIHN* 84 Htet or Wtay, 7-4 PaHltba, 7-2 Baffl, s-l PBNaaNM 

Xlffl CUPO MEDIAN AUCTION MADEN STAKES 
(CLASS f) £3,300 3YD flIHes 7f 

3 03 JUUAS RE1AIIVE TO R Ginl 8 U Plate* IMS ; 

2 4S4040- IBIS BAK&ONA (03) M (Wgtwe 8 11 

.T G WcLwCMa 4 

3 £6 NAI1VE IHKIDI (21) W G U Iifna B 11 . ..OSwaanayMl 

4 riSOI SHALSTATHOty (94) G L Udoic B 11 SWMuoittlS 

5 03 SfCSDMMAN(2B)PMCM8U A Mateo (3) 2 

8 3008 SHES ELECTRIC (44) JBnja»811 AtMty(S3 


BOTBK: MtoaMaitay. U4 Mtei Iwalaaa. tlbtallahta. tea’s 
Dawrt. 81 NMtea Ihateb. 12-1 teati Qactde 

\AAf\\ SHt IT WITH ROSES MADEN STAKES 
iZLZJl} (CLASS D) £4500 added lm 4f 

1 M- HAPPY WORM (MM) G Entptf 4 0 10 A IWy IS) 3 

? JOES? MAKHAL (7) 0 Mun» Smart 4 9 1(» OMM1I 

3 3K-M: RANDOM KMN*SB 112) fi fepam 4 9 10 .. .S Sandan 2 

4 a> ItAIKKB (10R w Jcrvatn 3 8 3 ..Jtoaab«4 

-4deetend- 

BCnwCi74ICalteaLM fta ato wll1ritena .8aitea*a.HllafitT»4rt- 


HYPERION 

IM Khmescasti 2J0 Proud image 2 j 45 Garo- 
lo 320 Brown Wren 355 Mr Pickpocfcrt (nb) 4J25 
Fawley Ryer AS5 C8ve And 'feke 

GOING-. Good (Good U> Soft to places in borne rtrmtgte). 

■ Btgbt-baad wxinoe. Ron-ai ai JoOyite- 
■GooBe te Sof tmm on B3I70. Tburaon sastai ta jUMIKSION: 
HentasS II; Paddodt £9; Centre of CnuneSfi. CAR PARK Cm- 
oe of ct**ae 13; r em a bu ter free. 


BUNKERED POST HUE: Lucky Eddie (2. tr->; ‘iaaaaHtn Bay 
(43B); Moor Ball La4y inroad, 4JSI- 
WUJNEK m THE LAST SEVEN DAYS-- Nom-. 
LONG-MSUNGE RDNNEBSb Water Dram (2.46) haa bm *roi 
131 tata by M waiunnn tom EdgnMe, NorthamruiaHre. 

BLACKDOWN MADOI HURDLE (CLASS F) 
(MV I) £2400 added 2m Jt 

1 042 BREAKIHE RULES (IS) MPue5 11 5 fili«il«[7] 

2 JOB* B Pita 7 US IMte 

3 0 MYSIIC HRJL (CR H fttelfill 5 JPmat 

4 nW * DJl R 3a R B IHHiwe5U5 RAaaat 

5 SOtmCOVMUSA)MrtynU88de7U5 Cltende 

8 05 SOUIK WEST EXPRESS ^2} DWnfc 5 115 — Wltentno 

7 p W*oeoumuDOvWOUBoaon8U5JOrtot»rt«P) 

8 VBBCE8DimCatqB5US CftaJay 

9 600 VlPDBri DGSMY ** C MUrt 5 U 5 5 Mote* 

10 2224 DGV(MPB«NrTOl6CaD*5U0 MrlJaflUd 

U 0 AUWEJ0HSITOPN(ttB41D9 BWnoay 

a 4 10VGSIIDlCSS{USeMFNdDfe4IOS.DBti(prtter 

13 WB0ea9IPBartn43DB RJataM 

14 MMBURNW4109 — AUwmoo 

H 14didnd~ 

■EnR(tt»48rTOlteRta,<<PswtlWw*.5-llteteWBaBaB,g- 
l V a irt a Pa* b.lO-lSoott Wart E m ia a , Woo awtX 181 o<b«n 


[jTnl PORLOCK SELLING HANDICAP HURDUE 
— 1 (CLASS G) £2^375 added 2m If 

1 312235 GUMMPTOTOnimRHaTO7U10 

I Hand (7) 

2 31 nnUD BUGE TO G McCaurt 5 U 7 DBrtdpwter 

3 1221 BlIAAN TO (CD) M P®e 4 11 6 C Haute B 

4 2321-46 8BTOIL9(0SEr(2U)PHS4pr6U3 MCMoi(7) 

5 504050 IB71E H0QUBKN TO (CD) B Hodgat 6 ID 13. 

TOrtrttapja 

8 062206 UKSMSTBlMES(U)CBn)ahl6 ID 13 — bteartayb 

7 30HS6- SHAIHKEE(2BQ B Ueu^n 10 10 10 MrJLUeaa«a 

8 060P-30 STTOi PO*(T (IDO) R FtoJl 5 109 Itort 

9 003080 DBSOIVE(769 NlNtMrtSlOS Mr L Bator (7) 

10 U1850 ALDrtCR COUfflAOE (17) M Uabar 10 10 7_.W Uanten 

11 82P&F0 MMMMFRr LADY (15) H Baay 6 10 S I Ratal 

12 3P44P-0 MKXDEYAMtccqhnm 7105 hart (Mar 

13 OPO-lfl N0RDUSTOBI)Blteto^6104_ ll rtwaaaa 

14 POP-25 KASHANTOTOPHtenatel910 0 — BRWoo 

15 TO CtKBWiOE M 0HBlt»VE(708)TG80r)p910 0 — RJotetaea 

16 saw BOLD B«E TO {TO A BmarS 100 A Patter 

-Udattend- 

MBnjm «a|gf)C lfltt 7)ua tondtap weehe CouaseUantae 9a lit, BaU 
Mwsstno 

BEnRKb^imtaBB, 7* PraadteMRe,7-iefaidi«Prthi IfrlLtea Street 
Shan, 144 Haaaral CHday, MU 71a Wafc. Steal PoU. 16-1 anara 

Io 4 C| HENLADE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
[rrTr.1 £S ^00 added 2 m 3f 

1 21122F MSIBi DRUM TO U IMansoo 8 12 0 W Iteutoi 

2 312102 «R0UTOTOCB«te7U8. OKadteyR 

3 35-P630 ASIttAL afVASKHf (USA) ffl TUtri 6 11 7 R Marta, (J) V 

4 P0PQ2P D«lB«SWWTOfIwter8U2 M(Untba(7) 

5 100-626 LDCKYSOECW PHcHs6U2 C Marta B 

B 458-OP LUCKY DBME H (22) Mb H 110*4 6112 I CoteMp 

7 pcmr wsncnjGHT(UB9)LwartEiou2 ourty 

8 SYDfCY BOON 0B9O81 fill? PHaky 

9 30CPTO GEMM IKT (61} Ml P DtftNd 6 10 11 teLJadart 

10 354&PU WW A HAND (123 B 1^7 10 11 TOaaonbaO) 

-lfldatterad- 

ROTVtt 54 Santo, M. Hdv Dnai, 8-1 tarty Eddt, 10-1 Dnaleto 
Vto^ladcyTaanar, 124. Sydney Bm, 14-1 otbant 


foonl CRANMORE MARES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 3m llOyds 

1 euwi MAD EQUAL TO (CD) U Aoe 6 12 3 0 State m 

2 U4L34-3 HYBAg OH OIW TOO P tecftnlti 7 11 6 OB t awaaB) 

3 FLF0P4 W8MMB90LD(UNQR<iKV«8U6.TlteBaetama 

4 0F3333 nEURDCW.*) WTmr 6 11 6 1 tart (7) 

5 12P432 RRSTCMGXnf iManUUO SWyma 

6 1-US30P COt£nr*OOCE(12)il‘«r , 6:013 Albanato 

7 04(311 9COnWMB»lMMIC):KM7::i3-70eMaaaaym 

8 OP-563 MBSSaO*r<KICUcr«l71j!4 B Wyte 

9 27-0533 SIIM&APOKTO 3unrt)n 7 is; ILaanaot 

10 104350 4IWS«Em»WBITOWhtae'W2. _ PJafcwn 

U 322314 DRABDfBBST (12) TO 0 Rrthrt T 1C C D I BMCbal H 

U 00MP4 TirTTTn — — ( — ) ' ■nuniri JAr A naaaa 

13 A03OCL SntAYHANHOflTfdBa) Q 5^712 d. C Marta 

14 63P45P AUCC6 MMRDR (U) H Banc 8 10 0 MBrttota(7)B 

15 0D-542P RDNStel MSJODY (Ml h tens 6 1C D IT (tana 

16 0064 MOWN YWn TO PWta C100 etaaay 

-ISdacbwd- 

Urttun: 1 Ot. Due flan** tapt Sum»» htoen 4 Sth (bmn . 
taVAiov 5e 10b. Moves UetM 9tr SR. flrtar Htor 9U 7D 

BfllBtt 7-2 Maid Eart. 8-1 W aa T aaat, 18-3 BcatBrt W adM ic 81 
Mitortteon, 181 Vtaar Da XM. 12-1 teat Ota. M-l adm 

foccl CHEDDAR HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
l ’ XOO i ESflOO added 3m 

1 P-T31P0 DmnuWlOOeE(l*(CDlca»«'-DUU. BPaatea 

2 826314 M(qnP00ffir(2l)ltosMrinii(?U- IP Way 

3 PP3236 RE«LirARWSCM.(B)OGKtt«>'.011E-JiAntotortl 

4 3-134P0 WMMMBAnBCU)MQite-1310UJiOdaMH(7) 

i urn TONEioiriMiMPteuu:: htaEvn 

E 4WJBM CEUMD(U)Gs;TfeS»9L09 S Wyaoa 

7 t2 W A9HI«BH(M4Ph(iOi9U0 BtoMty 

8 223315- JUOirsaOYpEDJMaatae'.MG!!. It totem 

9 42*434 JMINEMtERTOOdUrirtUiaO-. — -Dbter^ 

U 2-62113 <mi*nTOTOfCDim^He4p313C\.JlJrt*aea 
U PG4MP DmJBnNTOGLtan&moc — TDaautad) 
32 WPW SIMM 

Mrfotm Mtft: 20R TheomoE "edre toie»«» 2sr lit Cad 
eras 8b. Datenoi aefib. urgjs an sa. 

BETTMeT-B 6*100,82 Mr UdeadNI, 84 Bdrty A RMcaL 7-1 Sptef 
fc R. M M Mb Rtea^ 10-1 BaoTOia (jatata. 181 eMtera 


AOfcl FEBRUARY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
>£4,000 added 2m SfUOytfc 

1 5BTP-JP VWRlNWTOMuCHarteBlllo CMrtda 

2 CT-16-1? WCOIHBKPM (C) ANtmnte 6 119 - - AWamteB 

J 231FO MNRlOdLORrtUBltCnPHMNMIDlldL 

- - BPanon 

4 5rfPl» JBTOBtt(«(CMJOUH115u- CU-af 

5 11213? FAWLEYmORTOO) WGM UrtrtH lD12..JP0Mr(7) 

6 5464(Hi lCWWmDTOMvirte^r.7106 -Ntalrtl 

7 WMtffl MOORHAULMlYTONflattarrtloj. WUmtenV 

3 ww 8AUSAUIQ BOY (£7) if 5m!ti 9 ID O TTTi nil T | 

U/v^jfr ;Dv. True UMi&jp me* Ssuvrtb 'hr sc 

BC71ta:M rte riay n yrt l 61iertOWrta.82Ji ll rtate»l T| i l ad te teL 
7-1 BoyMead, 61 tarteg A Oaqr, U-l adHH 

rSTEcl BLACKDOWN MADEN HURDLE (CLASS F) 

> 1 (DW H) £2400 added 2m If 

1 0? CtMANNMHIS|U>A)t2N)PuetatnSU5 JtJatom 

? & DORMrn*stm)HHo^7U5 .-TDaifabaffi 

3 3 QHRY (2B) G MCbUR i 13 5 SflpMa Htetoa (S) 

4 (AMRlDMWGYiteMtPSlI 5 BFaaten 

5 MOOR DUTCH R hnt 631 S._ -MrAlteMrtBito 

6 2X 1 TO*W«rt««TOTONitntetonbU5 

7 MUM AMMAL K BahnQ 5 11 5 * ..BBteaaa 

3 06 ANEYDOMAN(SH)MhJHMtensGUO .WMartn 

9 * wjw poomro pro crucian 5 n o 


!-3 

FEAU HART S ®*j» 5 U 0— . 

... TOVaoaorfO 
,-iitentetoi*b(7) 

ri 

SQWOFffiNDABRIMmap 5 HO— 

-OBtaiD 


ME AW ME VP|(e 4 10 9 

. .^Jnaaltaa 

u 

6 FRHcar«M«(n)7Baitoi 4iDn 

. . _ -jwym 


0 IWVIJNBIISQ R(tew4 UJ9 VSMtoy 

- 1« H t rt( - 

: M Oh Aad Tata, 7-2 iMtea Are**, 61 Trtetraart teMRa, 
■ Mtete, IM hteoaiy Atek. «.i 181 rtkan 


RACING RESULTS 


Greencard 


DON'T MISS OUT! 
JOIN TODAY FREE 
ONLY IN 



UNGF1ELD 

23Xfc 1. HARBEX INXBC <N Wlnaai) 
61 ; 2 . Em CteCBte^B 12-1; X. imy Oaaat- 
or33-l_ 15 ran. 7-4BwMBB«aS>. 7. VA. 
{R (TSuteon. Wtwwmbb). TMk £080; 
nsa.£230, &J00. Dud fata* SA73H. 
Compuw Strtugre FIdrcbsc £89 AL Trk 
£172.10. 

2JO: L WARNER FOR PUTBRS (N 
WHnmwiU 10-11 fEK 2 . tteBeatayeMdrop 
9-2: 3. Credo Boy » LIB ran. 6, tsat p 
Hobba, MMMA TNes £Z*X £ LID, 
£1 PC, Elftflq Df: EA -30- CSft £4.70. ton: 
£71100. 

33Xtol-eUITBtlSl£(PMB) lMto; 
j mufliiirr nr nim 1 naEQii 

25- L 13 rao. 22, dR U QUoat, Hotted. 
TMk £260; £1*1 CLTHfbJKL CRE820. 
CSfi£5J0.7np: £3320. 

R30sXI8PP6*HBB>(RDunMOOd47-l; 
2. Aaroi TwMtli 11-4: 3. -Hflkw^a «m 
« tor. S rtn. 37), 9. <T Hfld. Wendttrt). 
7ot«= £S»; iLTcmoa OFsaoJOftcaft 
£24^0. WtYloune « HbBrt. 


43)0: LTODILJOV (R Ounwodyj SI co- 
fsu; 2. Lord RooMb 6-L S. Roakeon 
BrMga 61 co-fsv. 33 tan. 5-1 CO-fw 
SYwron vvantor (4th). 1L 3'/!. (C Mann. 
UTrawom), TobK £9.00; £2-30. £3.60, 
£LS0. DF: £1340. CSF: £3333. Tnatt 
£16107. Tims £42^0. NR: My Man In Dun- 
drtt 182 ) adtttdnan not under NUan. Ate 
4op^robttapriB«onte,d«li*eMl5|) 
m tjit mrd. 

430: 1 VKOMPT DE VMMDNT MrT 
McM)3-L‘2.AHHtar8-L‘3.nMiAaMaid- 

Mnti2-L 13 tan. 11-8 tar Hotond House 
furaeatad nctar). lid*. (P MTOb. Stogr. 
Bn MNM0- Tbta: £530; EL30, £3.40, £2.70. 
DR £1840. CSR £274L too: £3218(1 
JMApeC £1032740 - pan won. Pool t t 
m.72132 eamerfflawBBf (0 Tautmtotay. 

SMl.fWS*XlfiDanem3fi-2-X2.Car- 
radaff IMI &4 «k 3- tet Bac 20-L l« on. 
Me, 12. fLagy Hentes, tBJenampuxi). ma: 
£13ft £170, £170, CISO- DR £720. CSF; 
£5.91 Tnoe Not won. _ _ 

PteMpofa £258.40. Qaadpot: £M2a 
Ptooa Bs £16431 PlbCb S £3031 


MUSSELBURGH 

2JDe 1 HUACE OF GOLD fW DCta® 

9- 3 Jl-ter, 2. Oatttay B-2 f-br. 3. DaubBnC 
□tea 11-1 10 ten- r.l S. tt. um£a. Cht- 
nShentnan). Tate £4.90: £280, £170. 
£3.00. OR £1040. CSF: £22.7L TntSSL 
£18926. too: £29.60. 

24ft 1 SMONG SAW (R Supple) M 
(av; IHeWb ADaaecr 12-1: 3. Know-No- 
No 5*1 9 ran. 9. 2. IP Aftmerm. RaaeaeB. 
Tees: £240: £120, £200. £2.10. DR 
£1930. CSF: £4768. tocaK £86.77. Tna 
£1500. 

lift LDOIJRE AGENT iPCaWttV) 15^. 
2. Mtamtem 7-4 tev:lR>ratabie Part- 
ner 4-L 6 nm. iv*. a U H Johnson. CmoW. 
Tote: £330: £180. £110. DR £230. CSF: 
£504. 

140: L CUSH SUPREME (P Cartwnyt 

10- 11 (tor. 2. Bnyero Droam 6-1; 3. Arty 
Doe 16-1 8 ran. 7. 5. IM TMhtBWr. U- 
uMWJ.tote: £190: tlM. £Lm%60- 
DF: £240. CSh £066. tocatt £4827. 

440: 1 IWWAYMAN (Mr A Pater) 7-2: 
2. Mortar Mcea 7-1; 3, H— Tia n a d a r 8-L 
8 can. lo-ii iav Manor ka iwi). f, 12. (K 


Aitflown. Ukwm). tote: £4 70. £L40. 

£130 OF: £29£0. CSR £2865. Tnr 
(58.10. NA Piper O’Dnmnwnd. 

44ft 1 MR CMRStoE lA toonbni 7 2. 
Z Banal q» 12-1; 8. U tewn e Abwia 114 
<n. u tan. 1 IM* mm LSttun. tooaner. 
tote! £6.40; £170, £2.90, £150. OF: 
13880. CSF: 14402. Tract £12620 too: 
£9 90. NRk Chtettr. Dtenmar 
W o t at £1720. Q dt tebC £5-ia 
Ptew ft £14.36. Plate ft £7.17 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
130s 1 MAfOAB (S ftDMWi 2-1 £»: Z 
Botl Bfbit 8 1; Z EBt Hope &L * aa. 
V*. l'A. (P Morphy) tote: £4.20: £2.40. 
£330, £13a OF: £2150. CSF: £1894. Trv 
cast £74.04. tm: mm Mt Nrishaat 
22ft 1 DON 5&MS7IAN iD 
11- 10 tov. Z IteteMwl 4-1 Z Vaaen C»B- 
noot 9-2. XI na. Z 2. fW Tate: 
£240: £140, £3.60, £240. DF. iB&. CSF: 
£5.82. Titt: £14.00. 

Z50:lPET03KHlMUWwni J-l: Z 
HeWrtt Of FteM 94 f-tor. Z PMmtet l&l 
10 ran, 9-4jt-tavShrt«r. i> •. 6 il Pearce). 


totac £4.40; £160. £1.70. £2 80 OF: 
£13.50. CSF: £12 36. ton £35.30. NS 
Racruei's Obmi. 

320: HUMS DHotentf' 9-1 Z On 
•am Btei 10030 1*. Z Yrtwaan OOw 
10-1. 8 ran. KL. 2 .Mrs L s:-ja»:. tote: 
£12 60. £3.50. £230. £2 30. OF. £38 OQ 
CSF: 04.69. Trcasc £281.65. 

33ft 1BRUIAL FANTASY iRLappra 3-1 
p-fati: Z Manprt &-1 3. MiMMela Sooc 
SL 8 taL 3-1 fl -te> SiX.noL(Xi. IV.. U 
LEjJPt TotK 030. £1 TO. £4.90 W. 
£11.50 CSF- £17 40. 

42ft L ROYAL CASCADE iLNMttff92; 
Z Hater Goff Ckrte*r>lf»: IPnopSat- 

? 4-1 • ten. V., n>. IB McManoni. TotK 
IM. £2 30. £L60. tl 7ft Df : £80 50 
CSF: £1886 Ina. 141 40 

43ft LWRTHm MOTTO (OGWfttol 
&1 Z SUBoThfety 12-1: *- AnteMeteeiio 
10-LB ten. 6-4 tot Sip JG 4, 1 ™, JCrtbat 
Tboc £930. £1 40. £190, £1.90. DF; 
£3L8Q CSF. £64£& Tncatt £55180- ton. 
£3680 Mfr Arc*»- 
PteeepaC £45 40. Qeadtet: £13 TO. 
PtaTft£17.QC. Raw S-L 10.40. 
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sport 


THURSDAY 13 ggronARY 1997 - THE INDEPENDENT 


When Cassius Clay went into orbit I found it difficult to understand 
why older sportswriters developed a prejudice against him 


The old sportswriters I knew 
received no rewards for their vintage. 
They still had to meet deadlines. 
They had to argue with hotel tele- 
phonists, plead with telex opera tors, 
druggie with baggage, and climb the 
stairs to press boxes sited in 
thrombosis territory. 

One had the reputation of falling 
asleep at ringside. Another drove his 
car into the blue-painted wall of a 
parking lot - 1 know this to be true 
because I was sitting alongside him 
- proclaiming, “Damn, I thought it 
was the sky." 

When health became fashionable, 
a boxing writer of wise and inde- 
pendent virtue retreated to a corner 
of his office to sitbeDeath a sign that 
read: “Here we drink, smoke and 
screw." 


Some years ago a friend, Frank 
McGhee, who was big in the old 
Minor, and in semi-retirement 
reports perceptively on football for 
the Observer, had the idea for a book 
about sports journalism with the 
splendid title. Forgive Us Our Press 
Posses', you can probably imagine the 
stir this caused in the trade and the 
effect on the divorce rate had it come 
to fruition. 

Without lusting to find out 
personally, I suppose that everyone's 
lateryeais are sapped endurance (“1 
look first for stamina," said one 
sports editor) and fading memory. 
Not a happy bunch, 1 thought, on 
many nights, hearing old sports- 
writers tell fiat stories of butchered 
text and fatuous suggestions while 
demanding crustily the silence of 


apprenticeship - “eyes and ears 
open, mouth shut" - from their 
younger brethren. 

Recently, the wife of a troubled 
football manager supposed that the 
attitude of sportswriters, meaning 
the profession generally, has 
changed a great deal, especially 
since the explosion in television cov- 
erage. A big difference, you may 
agree, is the decline in objectivity. 
This was embarrassingly evident 
during Euro 96 when English foot- 
ball writers not only adopted the role 
of cheerleaders but literally stood 
and applauded the efforts of Tferry 
Venables’s team. 

The American author Roger 
Khan, a man of vast experience in the 
field, recalled a time when sports- 
writers were instructed on their 



KEN JONES 


unimportance. “A generation of 
sports editors preached anti-ego ser- 
mons," he said. “Nobody cares about 
you, your ulcer, your bent dreams." 
Few of them ever let you forget that 
even the best pieces would probably 
end up as a cod’s overcoat. 


Bearing objectivity in mind there 
was a great deal to be learned some 
years ago from No Cheering in the 
Press Bax, a book ty a Chicago base- 
ball writer, Jerry Holtzman, that con- 
tained the reminiscences of much 
older contemporaries. One, John R 
Tunis, then 84, had composed a score 
of books on young athletes struggling 
and w innin g. He said: “Tve written 
what I wanted and tried to explain 
there is more to life than throwing 
a footbalL" 

Nobody meditated on sport with 
greater perception and style than 
Red Smith, who was still contribut- 
ing three columns a week to the New 
York Times when be died in his 
75th year. After a visit to London, 
he said: “When you go through 
Wsstminster Abbey, you find that ex- 


cepting for that little Poets’ Comer, 
almost ail the statues are of killers. 


dally was human slaughter. 1 don’t 
t hink they're such glorious heroes. 
I’ve tried not to exaggerate the 
glory of athletes." 

Nor should anyone. In the wider 
scheme of things, sport is trivia. ft. 
can exdte and make the day after 
victory abetter day for communities 
and nations, but anyone with the task 
of reporting it should abide by the 
rale of tircumspectkm. 

Probably, I could have been 
more generous to Naseem Hamed 
when reporting on his defeat of 
Toro Johnson at the London Are- 
na last weekend to become.a dou- 
ble featherweight champion. It 
was something that Hamed’s pro- 


moter, Frank Whrren, raised, al- 
though without rancour. Wferren's 
view Is that the irritation Hamed 
causes is generational. There is 
something in this. When Muham- 
mad Ali, as Cassius Clay, first 
went into orbit I found it difficult 
io understand why older sports- 
writers of that time developed a 
prejudice against him, making 
negative comparisons with past 
heavyweight champions. 

Maybe a similar fault appb'es to 
some of us today and maybe we are 
reacting subconsciously to the 
wilder claims that are made for 
Hamed, the propaganda drammed 
up on television and in mass-circu- 
lation newspapers. He is of hia 
time, which for some us Is a 
different time altogether. 


Colonial making 
himself at home 


J onathan Swift when Bish- 
op of Dublin, once famously 
noted that: “When a true 
genius appears in the world, you 
shall know him by this sign: that 
all the dunces are in confeder- 
acy against him." 

Andrew Caddick, for all the 
brilliance of his bowling in 
the second Test in Wellington, 
is not a genius. However, he 
was easily England's most 
menacing bowler and, by not 
picking him sooner, the Eng- 
land management are certainly 
guilty of being dunces. And. if 
speculation surrounding them 
is to be believed, probably 
even ones that are in confed- 
eracy against him. A crime 
which, now that England can- 
not lose the series, may yet slip 
away unexplained. 

Naturally, theories abound as 
to why the Somerset fast bowler 
has not appeared in a Test this 
winter until Wellington last 
week. A current favourite is that 
his absence was due to a per- 
sonality dash with both his 
captain and coach, a state of af- 
fairs that was only reassessed af- 
ter Alan Mullally’s poor display 
at Auckland. 

There is no doubt that as part 
of the Lancashire set-up - 
which has always placed great 
emphasis on team spirit - 
Atherton and David Lloyd are 
prone to judge candidates as a 
person first and a player second 
If so, and some wilt argue that 
is how it should be done, then 
players like Caddick and 
Graeme Hick are always going 
to be on the margins. As colo- 
nials, they tend to lack the 
home-grown idioms and serial 
mores necessary to endear 
themselves naturally to people, 
as, for instance, Robert Croft 
does. If talent was the only con- 
cern. though, the likes of 


Andrew Caddick Is set 
to play for England in 
the city of his birth. 
The fast bowler spoke 

to Derek Pririgle 

Caddick and Hick really ought 
to be at the team’s bean. 

It is an emotive subject that 
just about everyone has a view 
on, including Caddick. who un- 
surprisingly feels put out that 
many consider him an unwant- 
ed interloper, particularly over an 
issue he sees as little more seri- 
ous than not possessinga British 
sense of humour. “I moved to 
England to play cricket profes- 
sionally. I'm an ambitious person 
so it is only natural that I should 

Tm ambitious, 
so it is only 
natural that I 
should want to 
play cricket to the 
best of my ability’ 


want to do that to the best of my 
ability. The pinnacle of that is 
playing for England and that's 
why m stand at the front and sing 
the national anthem.” 

But does he want to sing the 
national anthem? “Why 
wouldn't L I'm playing for Eng- 
land. It might be my adopted 
country but 1 want to play for 
it. As far as I’m concerned, it 
should be the same for every- 
one playing county cricket. If it 
isn’t, then those players without 
the same ambitions shouldn't be 
playing. As far as I see it. I'm 



pi. 


And a beer to £o 
with it. 
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just being criticised for being 
ambitious." 

However Caddick, now 28, 
does not believe his non-selec- 
tion this winter was personal In- 
stead he puts It down to never 
“getting back on Ids feet” after 
being floored by the virus that 
had also blitzed Atherton, soon 
after the team landed in Zim- 
babwe. 

“I should, in hindsight, have 
been more forceful and not 
played in any of the warm-up 
matches until I was ready," he 
said. “But when you haven’t 
been in the team for so long, 
you're eager to get back. Rush- 
ing it probably damaged me for 
longer than 1 knew, but I also 
think that the management be- 
came obsessed with having va- 
riety [presumably in the shape 
of Alan MuUaJly’s left-arm 
swing] simply for the sake of it." 

Others see it differently and, 
for his part, Lloyd believes 
Caddick to be someone who 
constantly needs to be pam- 
pered and told bow good they 
are which, if true, is exactly what 
Lloyd, as England coach, should 
be doing; even if it means mash- 
ing up some Parley’s rusks and 
dispensing jelly beans. 

Lloyd is probably not that 
wide of the mark, and there is 
no doubt that Caddick, who is 
not overly self-confident, lacks 
the outward self-assurance of. 
say. a Cork or Gough. Unlike 
them, he is highly self-critical, 
probably too much so, but only 
because he believes it will show 
him in a better light should 
things turn out wrong. Where 
he comes from, sport, especially 
rugby, is as important as life, and 
it is how many will eventually 
come to judge you. 

Interestiagly, Caddick did 
not play rugby, thereby es- 
chewing the traditional - and 
more or less compulsory - rite 
of passage for male New 
Zealanders, a factor which may 
explain why he has readily set- 
tled down to married life with 
his wife, Sarah, in Taunton 
rather than Christchurch. 

What he did share with New 
Zealanders was a lust for trav- 
el. and when he had finished at 
Papanui High School, he came 
to England. Bui as well os see- 
ing relatives - both his parents 
were born in England - he 
played cricket for Hampstead, 
who. through club connections, 
then brought him to the atten- 
tion of Jack Birkenshaw. then 
Somerset's coach. 

In a trial game for the Som- 
erset second XL against Surrey 
seconds in 19S&, he took. S for Jh, 
a performance that immediate- 
ly saw him bundled off to Lord's, 
where he was told that the qual- 
ification period to become an 
Englishman would take five 
years. In feet, once he had se- 
cured a British passport, it took 
four, and he played his first full 
season for Somerset in 1992. 



England can 
adapt to 
‘result’ pitch 



DEREK PRINGLE 


Farraiy reunion: Andrew Cadcfick with his mother, Audrey; and father; Chris, at their home in 
Christchurch before the third Tfest, which starts in the city tomorrow Photograph: Em pics 


With his tall, whippy action 
and ability to swing and seam 
the ball, it was not long before 
he began to scale the ladder, 
first with England A and then 
making his Errand debut in the 
first Test against Australia at Old 
Trafford in 1993. 

Since then he has played just 
10 matches, taking 35 wickets at 
36.65. It is an acceptable rather 
than respectable average, that 
is undoubtedly the product of 
a stop-start career blighted by 
shin injuries. 

He talks bitterly about those 
who thought him soft for being 
injured in such a way, and he 
vividly remembers Paul AlJott 
once dismissing his problems as 
being so trivial that they must 
have be caused by his diet. 
“The mornings 1 spent crawling 
on all fours just to get to the toi- 
let and then having to crawl 


downstairs to spend the next 
hour or so icing my shins. It is 
not an experience I recom- 
mend," he says with great cha- 
grin. 

In the end he needed two op- 
erations - one cheerily called 
a drill and scrape - to alleviate 
what has now been diagnosed 
as a defect be has probably had 
since birth. Apparently he has 
a fused bone in his ankle which 
prevents his foot from pro Dat- 
ing (turning outwards) natu- 
rally as he bowls: an action that 
absorbs much of the shock in- 
volved as the foot is banged 
down. 

Instead his foot rolls the oth- 
er way, which leaves his shin to 
take the brunt of the shock, 
and he now bowls wearing 
scuba diver's leg g in g s in order 
to keep his post-operative 
shins warm and supple. 


He may have missed most of 
1994 and 1995 through injury, 
but when he bowls as he did dur- 
ing the last Test, with pace and 
swing, he is good enough to 
trouble any player in the world. 
Gough may have got the bulk 
of the wickets (nine to Caddick's 
six) but it was Caddick who goi 
the respect, his awkward 
bounce giving England’s cud- 
chewing attack some new fangs 
with which to devour their hes- 
itant opponents. 

It is not in the nature of fast 
bowlers, even sensitive ones, to 
be overly nostalgic. Christ- 
church might be Caddick’s 
home town, and Lhe place 
where his parents still live, but 
he is adamant that England is 
where his future lies. It seems 
that the only “Green green 
grass" he is interested in will be 
on the Lancaster Park pitch. 


reports from Christchurch 

England can expect no favours 
from the Lancaster Park 
groundsman as New Zealand 
attempt to salvage a draw from 
this three-match series. To do 
that they need to win the final 
Tfcst, which starts tomorrow 
(tonight British time). If ru- 
mours of a feist, grassy Crack turn 
out to be true - and the inclu- 
sion of Heath Davis in the 
squad suggests they will - 
Valentine's Day may not come 
much bloodier 

New Zealanders do not 
much like losing. Unfortunate- 
ly, with a cricket team as indis- 
cip lined as theirs, most other 
options are pie in the sky unless 
a reckless gamble comes off on 
an underprepared pitch. 

It is a ploy they tried the last 
time England toured, after they 
had gone one down in the first 
Test. On that occasion, it was the 
Auckland pitch that was pre- 
pared with salad tossers rather 
than a la winnower, a risk that 
ultimately backfired Mien Gra- 
ham. Gooch, managed to acne 
a hundred in the second innings 
and set up England for victory. 

Cricket pitches are probably 
the most scrutinised pieces of 
turf on the planet. Even on a 
good day, when they look flat 
and even, they attract attention, 
and unless pampered regular- 
ly can prove unpredictable, 
though the pitch here is usual- 
ly one of the best to bat on in 
New Zealand. 

According to the England 
coach, David Lloyd, a deliber- 
ately prepared remit pitch is the 
only factor, other than injury, 
that is likely to prevent England 
from playing an unchanged side 
for the first time in 32 Tfests - the 
last occasion being the Barbados 
and Antigua mairfu^s against the 
West Indies, early in 1994. 

That is a terrible slight upon 
Atherton’s purported desire 
for continuity, as well as being 
an indicator of bow fickle the 
England selectors are when un- 
der pressure from poor results. 
At the moment, that is not the 
case, mid the most heartening 
thing about England’s compre- 
hensive victory in Wellington is 
that rt was achieved with two key 
players - Dominic Cork and 
Nick Knight - way below their 
best. Of most rignmcance, how- 
ever, was the way in which Eng- 
land's fielding has improved, 
particularly their slip catching, 
with Knight outstanding at sec- 
ond slip. 

These improvements have 
made England's cricket appear 
more intense, an assessment 
with which Lloyd heartily con- 
curs. “A lot of our aggression 
comes from behind the wicket," 
he said after England had ar- 


rived in Christchurch. “It gives ' 
tremendous confidence fo the ~ 
bowlers, as well as intimidating - 
the opposition, who know if 
they’re going to edge it, we're 
going to get hold of it" " 

Thebafeiks of the bowling at- ^ _ 
lack, with two spinners, is another - 
pleasing factor of England's sac-. .. 
cess. It would not be possible : 
without Stewart filling the all- 
round role - of keeping wicket 


% 


and batting at No 3 -with such 
aplomb. His form in both areas 
has been outstanding, and he is 
on the brink of breaking Bob 
Taylor's wicket-keeping record 
of 13 dismissals in a series 
against New Zealand. 

Stewart is also on the brink of 
equalling John Edrich’s record 
of 1 0 scores of 50 or more in suc- 
cessive Tests. Vivian Richards 
may be the overall leader with 12, 
but Stewart's record of scoring 
at least 50 ra every Tfest since his 
return last summer is a stupen- 
dous effort considering be has 
been wearing the gloves aswefl. 

IlisthekindofconastaicyLee 
German and Stew Rixon would 
give up their monogrammed 
shell suits for and, so far, only die 
adhesiveBlair Pocock has shown 
the necessary commitment and 
concentration required to score 
runs at this level. 

With that in mind, they have 
brought in Matthew Horne - 
one of the battingsuocesses for 
New Zealand A at Wanganui - 
to bolster the middle order. 

Horne replaces Adam Farore. 
one of several descending stars 
(Chris Cairns is another) and 
one who, having been banned 
from playing for his regional 
lust-class team, has the unen- 
viable task of trying to catch die 
selectors’ eye without a platform 
from which to do it 

Circumstances dictate that 
this will be a fascinating, if fore- 
shortened, Test match. Unfor- 
tunately, spectator intere^ apart 
from the many package touts 
from the UK, is likely to be kw- 

It was exactly the same stoir 
ation here five years ago. When .. 
England won thanks to an 
amazing six-wicket burst by Phil ", 
TuEnell on the final day. On that : 7 ' . . 
occasion. England, always keen 
to practise, turned up on theAst.^* 
morning of the match at 830. • •“ " .. 
When they got there, not onlyjV '.,vL 
did they find the gates shut,frut in 
□o one there to open than. 

In the end, it was left to the 
captain, Graham Gooch, to scale 
them and go to summon the . 
groundsman, who begrudgingly 
opened up. Unless the locals hare 
become more philosophical 
about losing. FmfonH may not 
be so lucky this tune. 
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Price finding touch 


Golf 


The European Ryder Cup cap- 
tain. Severiano Ballesteros, 
launches his 1997 European 
Tour campaign in the Dimen- 
sion Data pro-am in Sun City, 
South Africa, today, hoping io 
rerive his flagging "career. 

The Gary Player Countiy 
Club holds fond memories for 
the Spaniard. It was over this lush 
7.484-yard course that Balles- 
teros once won the Million Dol- 
lar Challenge. Three of the four 
rounds of the £400X100 event will 
be played on the course. The re- 
maining round will be played on 
the adjacent and equally de- 
manding Lost City course. 

Nick Price, Zimbabwe's for- 
mer world No 1, will also be 
looking for a win in this second 
of three European-sanctioned 
events on the South African 
Tour. Price is looking to break 
a winless run that stretches back 


14 months and has left him 
languishing in 12th place in 
the world rankings. 

There are signs that Price, 
who admits to having “problems 
getting the line right with the 
putter", is starting to find his 
touch on the greens. 

After a comparatively sedate 
first round of 72 in the South 
African Open, an event he lost 
by one shot to Fiji’s Vijay Singh 
at GHendower Country Club in 
Johannesburg last week, the 
Price of old started to emerge. 
He closed with rounds of 66, 65 
and 6S, and now that he has re- 
covered from persistent sinus 
problems he is re-emerging as 
a formidable force. 

Europe’s main challenge 
could come from the 44-year- 
old Irishman Eamonn Darcy, 
who presented such a threat in 
the South African Open before 
fading in the final two rounds 
to finish 12th, 11 shots behind 
Singh. 


Von Griinigen 
takes Tomba’s 
world crown 

Skiing 


Italians descended on Sesiriere 
in their thousands yesterday, 
blocking approaches to the 
World Championship venue to 
watch their prince of the piste, 
Alberto Tomba, defend his giant 
slalom title. 

In the event. La Bomba, who 
has had a poor season, bombed 
out one minute into the first run, 
leaving Switzerland’s Michael 
Von Griinigen to take his first 
championship gold medal. Von 
Griinigen, the giant slalom 
World Cup holder, clocked a 
combined time over the two 
legs of Train 4833sec. The Nor- 
wegian all-rounder Lasse Kjus 
won his third silver of the cham- 
pionships, with Austria's An- 
dreas Schifferer a surprise third. 

Results, Digest, page 27 


Williams to avoid trial 'circus’ 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 

Frank Williams will be spared 
a court appearance in the Ayr- 
ton Senna case for many weeks 
after the trial opens in Imola, 
Italy, next Thursday. 

The head of the William^ 
team, his technical director 
Patrick Head and the chief de- 
signer Adrian Newey, plus the 
race director, Roland Bmynser- 
aede. and two dreuit officials are 
charged with culpable homicide 
following Senna’s death in the 
San Marino Grand Prix on 1 
May 1994. 

Williams and his colleagues, 
however, are unlikely to be 
called before the judge until af- 
ter the third anniversary of 
their drivers fatal crash and this 
year’s race at Imola, which will 
be held on 27 April. 

Lawyers are expected to ac- 
count for the first day with pro- 


cedural matters and the trial will 
then take its course, probably 
through the summer. When the 
prosecution case has been set 
out^defence lawyers will bring 
Williams and Head to the stand. 

The Williams officials have al- 
ways expressed their willingness 
to co-operate with the Italian ju- 
dicial system, but it is under- 
stood they had reservations 
about a public media “circus". 

Prosecution lawyers lave coo- 
finned their intention to call Da- 
mon Hill to give evidence. Hill 
was Senna's team-mate in 1994 
and raced on after the accident 
Michael Schumacher is to be a 
defence witness and several 
other leading drivers are also ex- 
pected to give evidence. 

However, grand prix racing 
will endeavour to put on a unit- 
ed front and contend accidents 
come with the territory and that 
Senna was amply unlucky. The 
accused could be given sus- 
pended sentences if found guilty. 


but such a verdict would 
evitably lead to the appeals lad 1 -' 
der and legal wranghngs in Italy • *-*r 
can last anything tip to a 

Meanwhile, Max Mosley, ■/ 
president of the sport's govern- 
ing body, the FIA, said yesterday 
that he was optimistic Williams, ... 
McLaren and Tyrrell will be 
brought back into the fold after " 
refusing to agree to a new deal - - - 
on television and prize-money. 

Mosley estimated each team 
would lose about £3Qm by ex- 
cluding themselves from the five- - 
year - contract He also announced 
he would be standing for re- 
election as president in October ■ 
for a further four-year term. 

■ Michael Schumacher said - 
yesterday that his Ferrari will ' 
not be good enough to win ths v. 
season’s FI championship. “I 
don't yet have the car to become ' 

champion, but I hope to make ' PZ 
progress. The car is faster and- \ 
easier to drive " he said after six •; 
days of testing in Estoril. 
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Saints try 
to move in 
for Vialli 


Football 


t 


T0MMYSTAN1 FORTH 

Gianluca Vialli Chelsea's un- 
settled Italian striker, is having 
talks with the Southampton 
manager, Graeme Souness. 

The Italian international yes- 
terday had a working breakfast 
with Souness at the Grand Har- 
bour Hotel, on Southampton's 
waterfront. The two are be- 
lieved to have discussed details 
of a possible move to The Dell 
for the 32-year-old Vialli. who 
has fallen out of favour aL 
Stamford Bridge and has criti- 
cised the Chelsea manager, 
Ruud Gullit, for leaving him out 
of the first team. 

Chelsea have consistently 
rebuffed speculation that they 
wish to sell Vialli, but the 
Saints have not denied their in- 
terest Southampton claim that 
Souness is on holiday and is 
“uncontactable" while their di- 
rector of football, Lawrie Mc- 
Menemy, said; “You had better 
ask the manager." 

Souness and Vialli are old 
friends from the manager's 
, spell as a player at Sampdoria, 
where the Italian used to clean 
his boots. Previously Souness 
has said of Vialli: “He has kept 
himself in good shape and lived 
right - he is a fine player and 
will do well wherever he plays." 

Rangers are expected to sign 
Sweden's captain, Jonas Them, 
from Roma in the summer - 
with the player set to earn a 
staggering £335,000 a year. 

The Scottish champions look 
favourites to sign the 29-year- 
old midfielder after he admit- 
ted that it would be hard to 
refuse the offer he has received 


.from the Glasgow dub. The 
Rangers chairman, David Mur- 
ray, is reported to have offered 
Thera a minimum two-year, 
maximum three-year, contract 

Thera revealed that three 
Other contracts he has been of- 
fered - from Benfica, Napoli 
and Roma - would have to be 
combi ued to match what 
Rangers have put up. His in- 
ternational team-mate, Joachim 
Bjorklund, is already at Ibrox. 

Thera will leave Roma on a 
free transfer at the end of the 
season even though Napoli 
Fiorentina and P&nna have all 
shown an interest in him. The 
Swede has also attracted at- 
tention from three dubs in his 
home country - Malmo, Hels- 
ingborg and IFK Gothenburg. 

Alphonse Tbhami, a 25-year- 
old striker who played for Cam- 
eroon at the 1994 World Cup in 
the United States, has joined 
Sunderland on trial from Boca 
Juniors, of Argentina, with a 
view to a £1.4m transfer. 

The Bayern Munich presi- 
dent, Franz Beckenbauer, has 
fuelled speculation that he is to 
quit his post to become Ger- 
many's first Sports Minister. “I 
have no passion for what I am 
doing here," the 51-year-old for- 
mer World Cup winner said. “It 
is high time the sport had its 
own ministry." 

The Lincoln City midfielder, 
Terry Fleming, has been charged 
with misconduct by the Football 
Association after allegedly giv- 
ing a false name (that of team- 
mate Ibny Dennis) to avoid 
being sent off. The 24-year-old 
was booked twice in seven min- 
utes during the first half of 
their Third Division game 
against Wigan nine days ago. 



Krajicek 
and Cash 
capture 
moment 


Tennis 


John Collins, of Scotland, Is brought to his knees by Estonia's Marti Pari In lliesday's goalless draw in Monaco Photograph: Mike Egerton/Empics 


Quinn makes a hit Scotland show inadequacies Gould’s satisfaction 


A fresh-faced fans' favourite 
looks likely to challenge Iain 
Dowie for the front-running 
role when Northern Ireland 
face Portugal in their World 
Cup qualifying tie next month. 

West Ham’s Dowie is stiff re- 
covering from a broken ankle 
which has ruled him out of the 
games with Italy in Palermo and 
the 3-0 victory over Belgium on 
Tuesday night. He is expected 
to be fit again for the 29 March 
29 match against Portugal at 
Windsor Park, Belfast, tnil he 
may not regain his interna- 
tional place because of the im- 
pression made by the Blackpool 
forward James Quinn. 

Quinn, who has scored 13 
goals this season for Black- 
pool has made himself a hit 
with the Irish supporters, with 
his mobility, pace and shooting 
power. “He has been a real find 
- a player who can establish 
himself at international level, - ’ 
said Northern Ireland's man- 
ager, Bryan Hamilton. 

In addition. Hamilton can call 
on PhQ Gray, who play’s in the 
Netherlands for Fomina Sittard, 
Stoke's Gerard McMahon, 
Manchester United's Philip 


Mulryne and George O'Boyle, 
of St Johnstone. 

But he warned: “Let's not get 
carried away by the 3-0 victoiy 
over Belgium. A lot of bard 
work lies ahead, but at least wfe 
are making progress." 

Northern Ireland's hopes of 
qualifying for France 98 are still 
remote - with Germany 
favourites to qualify from group 
nine - although victory over an 
erratic Portuguese side would 
keep the campaign doing. Max- 
imum points from trips to 
Ukraine and Armenia in April 
and May would ensure a ca- 
pacity crowd for the visit of the 
Germans to Belfast in August. 

Hamilton is expected to in- 
clude Mulryne and Manchester 
City’s 18-year-old midfielder, 
Jeff Whitley, in the squad 
against Portugal “We must get 
Whitley into a competitive fix- 
ture, which means he could 
not be approached by any oth- 
er country," Hamilton said. 

Whitley, the first black play- 
er to be selected by the Irish FA 
at senior level was bora in 
Zambia and could play for 
them or England as he holds a 
British passport 


PHIL SHAW 


With two-thirds of the Group 
Four fixtures still to be com- 
pleted, it was never going to be 
Monte Carlo or bust for Scot- 
land’s World Cup prospects. All 
the same, a guileless display 
against Estonia in the play- 
ground of the Cate d’Azure 
leaves scant margin for error 
when the quest to qualify re- 
sumes in seven weeks’ time. 
The home games against Esto- 
nia and Austria, to be played 
within five days of each other at 
Kilmarnock and Celtic Park re- 
spectively. both now assume a 
critical importance. Anything 
less than a six-point haul and 
Scotland will have surrendered 
a hard-won initiative, which 
would also have the effect of 
putting them under pressure to 
win in Sweden at the end of ApriL 
As a consequence of events 
long before football replaced 
more bloody conflicts, the Soots 
are invariably more comfortable 
as underdogs. When expected 
to win - and neither the play- 
ers nor their 2,000-strong fol- 
lowing in Monaco appeared to 


have allowed for any other pos- 
sibility - the psychological ad- 
justment involved often proves 
problematic. 

That said, Tuesday’s failure 
was as 7 much won of technical 
and tactical inadequacy as of 
temperament When they tried 
to play through what was basi- 
cally a nine-man defence, early 
in the game, the passing was 
careless and the touch clumsy. 
The tempo required to drag the 
Estonian barrier out of shape 
was conspicuousfy absent untfl 
the 15 minutes before half-time. 

During that period, a suc- 
cession of chances came and 
went. But having created a 
modicum of panic through the 
crosses of Kevin Gallacher. the 
ploy went to Scotland's heads. 
Or rather to Duncan Ferguson's 
head. In the second hall, with 
Gallacher mysteriously 
switched inside from the right 
flank, they resorted to pumping 
the ball hopefully in the direc- 
tion of their towering striker. 

The imprecision of it all en- 
abled Estonia's equally tall stop- 
per. Marek LemsaJu, and the 
goalkeeper Mart Room to take 
the ball in the air with consid- 


erable success. Ferguson, who 
has scored only once at any lev- 
el for his country, was fortunate 
not to be one of the three Scots 
substituted. Of those who were 
taken off, Paul McStay was a 
half-paced shadow of his former 
self, cementing the impression 
that he and Gary McAllister 
tend to duplicate each other. 

At least now Scotland can be 
under no illusions as to the task 
feeing them when Estonia vis- 
it Ayrshire era 29 March . Need- 
less to say, the Estonians 
enjoyed the jaunt hugely and 
must now feel that their extra- 
ordinary decision not to turn up 
for the original fixture in Tallinn 
has been vindicated 

As a result of adding a point 
to their modest tally, the play- 
ers from the tiny Baltic state also 
earned a bonus of £250 a man 
-equivalent to a month's wages 
ana two and half-time the na- 
tional monthly average. A vice- 
president of the Estonian FA, 
Mart 'ferrnak, said; “So far it has 
cost us quite a lot but we’re not 
complaining. We were 128th in 
the Fifa world rankings, now 
we're 101st. This draw should 
help u$ climb even higher." 


GUY HODGSON 


On the face of it a goalless home 
draw in a semi-deserted stadi- 
um is nothing to inspire anyone 
but Bobby Gould was accentu- 
ating the positive yesterday. Or 
least he was in every other as- 
pect except dimensionally. 

“After you have shipped sev- 
en and three, conceding no 
goals twice makes you happy," 
the Wales manager said re- 
flecting on TUesdays draw with 
the Republic of Ireland in 
Cardiff “When you take into 
context that we were fielding 
four players either making their 
international or home debuts it 
was satisfactory." 

Whies new-found solidity af- 
ter the 10-goal two-game de- 
molition by the Dutch has come 
since Gary Speed, a winger with 
Everton, has played as a sweep- 
er. A footballer whose perfor- 
mance has not always been in 
proportion to his gifts, he has ex- 
celled at the centre of things. 

“He's more involved than 
when he’s out wide," Gould 
said. “He’s still in the position 
where he can’t come out and 


play but it win come. There were 
one or two occasions against the 
Irish where you thought “here he 
comes* but it didn’t materialise." 

Once Speed has the confi- 
dence to attack as well as defend 
it wOl help solve the Welsh prob- 
lem of finding invention further 
forward. An appearance by 
Ryan Giggs would not be detri- 
mental either. 

“The one thing I have to re- 
address is the Ryan Giggs situ- 
ation," Gould said. “That will 
be done privately, without the 
pressures of the media. If the 
feelings of the public have not 
got through to him they will be 
communicated. 

“If Ryan Giggs is not going 
to play in friendly internation- 
als then the world will be told. 
People will not be conned. We 
don't want the situation where 
people are asking for refunds 
because he isn’t playing." 

If Giggs does return for next 
month’s World Cup qualifier 
against Bel^hun then he might 
find the National Stadium in re- 
duced drcomstances. Wiles are 
finding the Cardiff pitch too big 
and measures may be taken to 
reduce its size. 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Dubai 

It was a day for thorough- 
breds. An update on the run- 
ners for the S4m (£15) Dubai 
World Cup in the company of 
Frankie Dettori was followed by 
a check on the form of three 
Wimbledon champions, past 
and present, two of whom 
probably would have been shot 
had they been horses. 

Richard Krajicek, the Dutch- 
man who surprised Pete Sam- 
pras and the seeding committee 
with his victoiy at the All Eng- 
land Club last July, showed en- 
couraging signs of rehabilitation 
after surgery to his right knee in 
December, the latest setback in 
a career handicapped by injuries. 

Seeded No 3 for the Sim 
Dubai Open, Krajicek negoti- 
ated a difficult opening round 
against India's Leander Paes, a 
former Wimbledon junior 
champion, 5-7. 6-4, 6-2. A fas- 
cinating contest ended tamely, 
with Paes virtually immobile af- 
ter str ainin g a stomach muscle 
during the final set. 

Krajicek has a film crew in 
tow, filming the build-up to his 
defence of the Wimbledon title. 
“It’s a behind-the-scenes look at 
life on the circuit and shows the 
sort of life I lead," he said, un- 
derlining his determination to al- 
low nothing to prevent his arrival 
on the Centre Court at 2pm pre- 
cisely on 23 June when he added, 
“Even if 1 have to swim over the 
Channel HI be there." 

Pat Cash is also filming here, 
using a camcorder to capture 
memories of his trip. The 1987 
Wimbledon champion can be 
found haulin g his own te nnis 
baggage nowadays, a sort of 
Cash-and-carry with a wild card. 

Few leading players have 
suffered as many injuries as the 
31 -year-old Australian, cur- 
rently ranked No 755 in the 
world, who had one of his best 
days for ages in defeating 
Spam’s Carlos Costa, 7-6, 7-6. 

Cash was at a loss remember 
the last time he won a singles 
match on the mainstream ATP 
Tbur until reminded that it was 
here two years ago. when he 
beat Thomas Muster. 

Relying on doubles matches 
to sharpen bis. form in order to 
gain entry to singles events, 
Cash was particularly disap- 
ted to be defeated in the 
round here when partner- 
ing Tim Henman, the British No 
1. “I’d been looking forward to 
playing with Tim for a long time, 
and we both played like crap," 
Cash said. “But F ve learnt that 
tilings can turn around quite 
quickly. Yesterday I felt like re- 
tiring. Today 1 felt quite good” 

Boris Becker, Wimbledon 
champion in 1985, ’86 and ’89, 
delivered 26 aces yesterday but 
still had problems overcoming 
a young compatriot, Marc- 
Kevin Goellner, 6-3, 6-7, 6-2. 
Their only previous match had 
been at Wimbledon in 1993, 
Becker winning in four sets. 

Yesterday, after a confident 
start, the seventh-seeded Beck- 
er surprisingly lost a second set 
tie-break. 7-5, and had to save 
two break points at 2-2 in the 
final set 


SPORTING DIGEST 


, Rehabilitation rules reviewed 

v Boxing governing body are considering 

mandatory lime limits for fight- 
ers to have completed rehabil- 
itation programmes. 

“There is culpability to be 
spread around and I accept it for 
our commission," Ratner said 
” We have to learn from this and 
reconsider how we do things.” 
McCall had been taking part 
in drug and alcohol rehabilita- 
tion programmes during his 
training for the Lewis fight. 


New methods to determine 
whether fighters are fit to com- 
pete are set to be introduced in 
the wake of Oliver McCall's 
emotional breakdown in the ring 
during his World Boxing Coun- 
cil tide fight against Lennox 
Lewis in Las Vegas last week. 

Marc Ratner, executive di- 
rector of the Nevada Athletic 
Commission, said his boxing 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Yesterday 

BEIL'S SCOTTISH LEASU& WvtotoK 

P prtp wd! Rai7> Pervert 1 MtrSiartfe. 

We n»toon«fc Pan** * Amfrie. Seared DtnWon: 
I^B «un i iB eBreCTr>HimaiPiTMrJI)*iWP "‘ ^W- 

pon«£Af^ ftweravWja.-E^tSov^gMirDmn- 

AVON INSURANCE COM8WA1TOH Rr* Wfe** 

Cr/3 W‘ 4 CarOifl C.T» 0 

Tuesday’s late results 

WORLD CUP Group Foot. Estonia 0 SeoMrtl 0. 
INTERNATKHAL FfflEBOUES: Nonwn Ireted 3 
BdRun 0: Wife 0 fepAJe of Ireland 0. 
NAIKMMDC FOOTBALL LEMUC Beared DMrion: 
A££ Soumemoun r O, Poxroaioufi OWfe- 

hsm 1. Tor* 0 wasan DM CKvMme BrtpHJn 
1 Ewwr ft Camas 1 Sorawnjl 0; (\0am2 
i«rsM i: H»nwK<n : Carafft Dty3: ieysxjn Or- 
or* r HuendaiB 1 

MJTO WWPSCftEENS SHIELD BimllWi li Ipl fr» 
(kale ftynorr. 0 Noroiamomr £ pJomun’eren 
mm fo Cofewre*: Wjrtre 2 BUR* Cry 1 !Wa» 
tore it mare" o Ssrereoreugru. Nertterei R—rt o r* 
AoaM: 9ury I SBCkCor. 2 MbrMMn-dB4»> eon 
me. Swwr ®*av u OtwsJ : STnwCuy* Sore- 
Bens* 1 laTw sLr»*v<Mecft ex2n> me; Siww Bury 

at no** re CMsfei 

DM VAUXHAU CONFERENCE: BMP CrtV 3 
1 , UwxfeM a MtOrestel a; JoMndp: 2 Soum- 

csr 1 

FA UMBBO TNOPHV SecMdeMMl KPHyR GO 1 - 
creSW Twin 3 WsSur. 2 fOcreWKW « IW* ® 
yvcwpC; Imfe i Mctmcser mwn 5 l»wer 
ntswraKWMHMiepi'-GaMfey 1 WfelnfiO lae 
uuwWrt onn to Snwjjr i; Woiurg 3 SI Mans 
Cm, 1 i'.Wwi *wy d Dorman, 

K3S LEAGUE Pr»ro4« bMakre: fjifleU 4 Bramfe, 

3. Orfirt Ofy 0 3o*wam Waod 0. Wfelon: 
te-arsnet I thjtiq ft Carney nao 1 Bait y (ta g* 
ftwawiSPAmO&rKiorBtwl Second Written: 

HORfrani 3 wan 2 O tree mum axpoxC 
IMBOND IEMUE Plante DhWan UM3SW C#V 
I 9ar> 0 Rr*t DMHoc i-Tunm W 3 Cunon 
Wipi 3. 'Amr&n 1 HU] L Cup 
fourth found: Aa rmr an Sonin 0 fladciiffe Bw- 
OUO 0 UntfMi RlW DMUon Cu) iWCOWHuuod 

npldr. Rfe t pc*** Cwrt HanOW v wwnartt m 
MtmCui Mart round npiar FwN*Cmc 
; Bosun wa i iaar>. 

DR MARrtH* IfiAfiM Pnolor DM#k*5 PWK] ^ 

l Nuneasn 3emuffi a-. Butr A3on 2 iM*a» 

*er2jCWjr'’am tam3Ma*WwenT3<nil:'3<«- 

BwmO KctfsUTO 2- Portpww* » 


Crewpy. Midland DMdnc Tammai 2 Grercfum 
O. Southern DMehac fiw Attiwmc 3 Entn & 
BeMCere 2 Dr Mwtani Ore fo unt! round: Rac- 
dtsOubWawai IheswiO. 

WMSIONLEAD KENT LEAGUE HrM DMaioiE SM 
Green 0 Car™ O. WwsUM Q Dal O. Fneifem 
Q Thaneunejd 3 irewin i t* Hytne i Heme Bar 
UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE Plunder 
DMaton: Pmastwy o Ecalang 0. laafee Qip aee- 
oad round: Sreusns 4 umfe Corey STlwtomn 2. 
Third nx**c Samara 0 Oemvouffi S. 
SC REWRXDBgCTIjeAag Prendre DMeloretttS 
Mttr Twn 5 003 Down Q. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST IEMUE Prendre D|. 
vMdn: AsMIem 1 Nsrei FemBi B: LMnaCge 2 Hal- 
am^nwievlDuenAittaiO ProafaMuT ■ Cop 
Radii iwadt: nswaai Bftgg 0. FWMpoaea Bafer 
dP u mrtttCL 

MONTH WEST COUHTIES LUOUE IWt Mrtdenc 
Chaonenm 1 Si Meums rfc KAer Out Bora 1 Rns- 
senoNa 1: Mane Read 0 MHcane Town j. Laagua 
Cup tMtHmna nptr i'*>ooc 2 lunmen i. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Awver 1 WBLSddefi 

1: Wmone 3 ThxJwn L 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Praodre DMdton Fre- 
eman 2 WMon t: wroirwn i LawMcH 0. tart* 
pBnadiWacen nDres. 

FEDBMTION VCWERT NORIHERR UM6UE CUP 
Ddid round; Mw 5 Ccreac L 
WTZXL1M EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: Bold- 

rrure El Mrduoli 3 Siraft>nl T*nr> C: BraghOftri 

2 cnasetenn 1: uwa LMIanai Polee 0 RdCfeter 

1 HmcWsy «1 2 RuVW Oymcic 3. 

UNUR SUSSEX count LEMaS not DMafcK 
3urger~. wi 3 ungThi Spars o 
PONIWS UMDC hfedar DMMqk Saw 0 Bsm. 
aitfixr 2. Lrt0M Cup tew* Pour. Doncasifr 1 
Gnrrwpy 2. Creui Pwm: ILoos Coumy 1 Darby L. 
AVON MSURUCC COMBINATION Rret DhMon; 
Oifora Ute 0 tavden 1, Wes Ham 0 endure i 
FA YOUTH CUP Fourrli round: SjitCeriaru 2 LdSM 
5. Lrec* S Owen'* Parti Rw*eri a 
HARP LASER LEA0UE OF MUND Preador DL 
Mm: Dory City 5 uroney Con*®* Dublin 0. 

POR1UOUE5E CUP nRRIBartd: SreidmerretP 1 Ed- 
pms 1; Braga 2 Ttfsefsse D. 4iw a Caws 3: UniJo 
Madore 1 EsuN Z Raranvwfe 3 A^co 2: 3en- 
2 Marrewo 1; 3 r»d l; (Vu 4 v» 

an 0 Serucai 3 1£(3 2. Esurla eg Arnauan 4 vaa 
ft um 3 PardmH 0: Acadeimca Couifea 1 
(MemmiMO. 

EUROPEAN InffiER^l CHDMPIONSHIP Otoup Sb 

irulRpwn) 1 mill 1 IF prill n 17m >Ii|i||i q 


Badminton 

INDIAN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS (Nor Delhi) 
nr*t ROM: Mm Tan ha Pun tHK bt ft Shwm 
Cwna ilrwn B-lS 1M 15- ll: S Jam cndl «Tam 
LdtlkiftM 1S-18 16-10 15-3: Wong Oral Ham 
(MaisyUR D Qhatacnarpa (Ml Jfl-10 17-ia 15- 
11: v Ptnwantun nnd) M Yap Yee Hud iMeiayl 
15-12 15-12- Woman: Dm Ma-rce iS Karl M 
F Galluo fEnffl 4-11 13-4 11-4; A Popai (Ind) « 
Part So-yan m Kort 11-6 11-6: M Knrmar (kid) 
M L VKnriie (Malay) 11-3 12-11. 

Boxing 

PbuI Douglas, ttw Belfast cruiser- 
weight. has been forced to piJi out of 
his fight against North London’s Peter 
Oboe at the Grundy Leisure Centre in 
Cheshire next Tuesday after damagng 
a hand m training. The contest was due 
to support Paid Lloyd’s Commonwealth 
bantamweight tide defence against 
Lyvo Nyohoh of Transvaal. 

Cricket 

SHEFFIELD SHflELD: Hobart (Second day 
of four): South Australia 387 IB Johnson 91, 

i Scudch 701; Tasmania 136 tat 5 (P. Porting 
7Sno*. 

South Afrca are scheduled to piey three 
Tests against Pakistan and two against 
Sri Lanka In 1998. They win also play 
a series of one-day internationals in a 
triangular townament rwMng both fc*- 
istan and Sn Lanka In April of 1998. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Fbotball 

PONTWS LEAGUE Pfeoder DMalon: Cvw- 
ton » SnrfWd wednesny 17.01 fat Soumpart). 
AVON MSURANCE COMBINATION Flrvt 
DhMon: Bnarx City v WadbRl (20; (at Dew- 
don Tbiwni; SouUiarnptDn vWm«B(lQnr7J0} 
JEWSON WESSEX IEAME: ChrtHchureti v 
Cones Sports (7 JO). 

Rugby LaagN 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP FriuniwmUBd 
replay; Hu# v HuddersAsU (7 JO). 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH; Bristol v AucMaw fTJOi: Wen- 
mortd vOteff) I7.JS). 

Bastotbafl 

7-UP TROPHY Sand-finals sacond lag: 

Locesw ftdeis f88i v cnester Jen (92) i&m. 
London Towera f7<H u Shdf^W Sharia (75) 
18.01. 

I co ttockny 

SUPER LEAGUE: N aw cag lia Cobras v Ayr 
Seotush Eapos i7.0i: Manchester srnrm v 
snma StBdera n 5D)| CatRf Dm* vBradfr 
nail Ben (7 0). 

Othor sports 

SNOOKER: Iniemabotrf Qoen (Aberdeen). 


SOUTH WWCATESTtlWBMHY (* MWn Mt 
Sri Lanka, oud manradre Mfe*, JfeAprt !S9tt 
29 Jan Pifean * hefcy Opperifemre N iRreid- 
nl; ai JaiO Feb PataBan v GftQifeand 


t (NnaariM! BO Poe W«an » Bon»r (East 
mutton): 13-17 msi lESti Pfeaaiv Soum 
Africa (JohesBiM-teag); 20-23 FW> PskKaivFrpe 
SOTO! rataamfontniT: M MarcU SECOND 
TCSft FfeBa iv Soum Africa (Dump: B-iDMte 
THIRD TEST: Pafetan v South Africa (Pan ESza- 
hem); 70 March Sn Lanw v TranwaN Uonan. 
nesourp: 11 March Sn Unk& v North Wait 
(FMwfc): 14-29 Mrech W Irena v Bahnri [Parei): 
1M3 Mrecti msrTCSfc&i UaM vSoum Mica 
fCaoa Tamil; 27-31 March SECOND TEST: sn 
Lanka v South Africa (Cer*nor«. 1RUN9UARS& 
VBESc 3 April South Africa v P&kman (Ourbaroi 
S April Soum Africa v Sri Lanta UohennesiXfr*): 
7 April Sn Lanka v Pakistan Ofrmtwrtey); 9 April 
Sn Larwa rPatsatan EPaari); 11 April Soum Afnca 
v PaMstan (East London): 13 Apr# South Africa v 
Sn tanka (PonEJsatethtifi April Sn Lama »Pai>- 
istrei iBanora): 17 April Soum Africa v PaHean 
(Ctntunonj: 19 Area Soum AM® v Sn Lanka 
rthoemfomatnu 22 April Final {Casa Twml; 23 
AprB hnal (anamara day). 

Cycling 

TOUR or THE kEDITEmANEAN Rnt atafa 
(U3frm, BarianiD la Wreide Motta, R) laad- 
hre ptacaac 1 M apewnl <X Sobow 2nr limn 
26soc 2 M Straser m. wwocw: 3 F Baumo 
ft. MG Tecnnogym): a E Lecnl m. AW): BLOo- 
«nrt OLTefefrom): SS Banhe (FrXawiU a* amo 
tune. 

Football 

Federico Pbanl. the Atalanta striker, was 
killed with his gjrtfnarid in a car crash 
early yesterday. Pisanl, 22, hao spent 
hs Serie A career at Atalanta and made 
his debut in 1992 with the Bergamo 
dub. 

FA CARD MG PREMIERSHIP RMnafel lb- 
tore: Wad 28 Fab : Mancneser UM * MW- 
dBtauugn morn 29 AO). Wad 12 Mar: Ibgos 
vSouJwnpttm Ohm 15 W. Mon 7Ape less 
» ESacttxjrn ffrorn SAW. 

NATIONWM FOOTBALL LEAGUE Itoetpenetf 
laaUJwa: TmUMcHiMv CokheGrar. Due 
35 Fete GREgharri v Saxjtpon (from Ok id Aunt 
iMMscnwis snwd rtel. 

Motorcycling 

Nell Hodgson was forced to undeqp pre- 
cautionary X-rays ftjltowlng g high- 
speed crash at Lagjna Seca raceway 
m CaWbmla. The Brfeh Ducati rider post- 
ed the second quickest time of the day 
oflmin 26.90sec in Superbike testing 
at the circuit before the crash. He lat- 
er returned to the track to watch his 
team-mate, Carl Fogany, put in a lap 
of 136.63, well inside the current lap 
record and just behind John Korirtski's 
pole record of 125.79. 

Pools dMdonds 

UTTLEWOODS: Treble Ctunca: JOpta 
£85476.00: 19 £147.10: ifl £6.05: 17 
£X.«a Hoff tine ranrit 22pta £4.70120: 
Faureraara £4965: Ten Itome £32095: Rw 
■mys £14.40. 


ZEnERS: 1MM chonore 20pM EBAlftflS. 19 

02.66, M £1.00. r 

23 . 

02.70. T ear my £ 

Lwriiy NumtMra 14, 3ft 21 23. 15. 4. 
BRITTENS: Trade Chance: 20pta EL568-B5; 
19 £11- 20 : IB 60p. Four dram £33.69: Fha 
ereaya £4.15: BgM franaa £00.00. 
VERNONS! TraMa Qiance: 20pts £82.756.55: 
U £8&fltt 19 £7.60. Stparatatt a&oo. Pie- 
fear 10 £09.80 (paid on 3 eorracu. 


Rugby Union 


umiHHucai. J vn—v how, n fiuvay lurwi, 

I Long (Brittt. C Hanmn (Barr). C Mnlw 1WW 
TredapooL cap). C etna* iBadi). I tarn 
QaucfefeT.JWaalwMtepn.RWInMiaed- 


BWLAHD A Mrataod A, DfeRa, uraonraR): R 
Hltthnewfi lOnanj. Lund aatestari. J Bare* 
(Barhj. H ferry (Barn), TBefei (Said. P Sanp- 
acn IWasMl. J OYW^ Bate), M Worriay (OrwO, 

AI 

Hatdaoool 

(Oduomwj.JT 

tore). RaafrKMMfec M Wood (Was HaiQseooO. 
K SorroP (Saracens), c Harriaos IBeoi). DKarri- 
CMUe (VWraftrtD. RMkam«0i (Wamtari. T 
Wooifenan (Gtaucwui). POnstard iBtaydonL 
BARBARIANS (v Lakaatre, 2S FatoureyV M Ray- 
ar (Bedftril and Wdte): P VacanrJ tHan.L Ar- 
liba lAiswnma), ft Kend era on iVfessa arid 
kuund), D Jamaa (Bre^cnd and Wrias); 0 
DrealnRuaz (Hriy). ATreacBa CBdtf: R HanJwW 
l Oawnn y yd Engandu FMen daa .Earn and Ar- 

nei^^enntand SewtoMr 

lAnjerena), R Marita (Aigwma). FPtanare rSara- 
can* and Sdutti Africa). M White (Wwpa). 


Speedway 

Joanna Wiaiams. of the AkJwych Speed 
Club In GLflfdfbrd, yesterday clocked a 
time of 49sec to take g bronze medal 
in the short-track 500 mares at tire Eu- 
ropean Ybuth Otymplc tournament in 
Sundsvall, Sweden, behind the Italian 
pair, Marta Caprusco ad Kati ZmL Ear- 
lier in the day. in the semi-final, 
Wrtams did 48. 7sec to break The British 
record. The mixed relay team, all from 
the Aldwych dub, firdsned fourth behind 
Italy. Gerany and the Netherlands. 

Table tonal* 

ENDIAN D (CoaranMiwsami ChatqpInwMpa, 
KaMn Hafl. rt—Bw r, 14 ApriQ: Mm C Praan 
now). M SyM (8«tw. A CoeM (Dartya, A fart 
ry Jfen), 9 BaBnctm {Oeitin). Woman: L lo- 
mn» (Bads). A Ho* (Lancs). H Daaten (Oenjys). 


Tennis 

LTA WOMOrS SATELLITE (Bbnriiitfiaiii) 
Sacond round: KCnns (GB) b KGuse (Ausl 
2-66-4 6-1: S SKktafr (GB) bi J Choudhury 
(08)6-47-6: LLabmar (GB) MS GeoreestFn 
6-1 7-6: L AM 038) bt L Woottoflo (G^ 7-5 
6-4, T Poutchw IBeaj bt J Warn (GBi 6-1 
6 - 2 . 

UA MEN'S SATELLITE (Chlfwell) Rnt 
round: V lx*l<o (finj bt N GouM (GB) e-4 6-2: 
J OrifladcriGB} bt M Lee (GB) 4-6 6-4 6-3; E 
Lenait iGer) M S (Mta-Piana iSwfo 7-5 6-4; 
A MusJ {Crflepi bl 0 Casey Qri) 7-6 7-6; L 
MUigon (GB) IX B Cowan (GB) 6-4 6-4; R 
Kokaxac (Can) bt M WWajerear «Ja1 6-3 6-2; 
N Weal (GB) b M Hll (Aus) 7-5: C Press- 
ley (US) bt I Gaud A) 6-2 6* M Stadbig tSw>) 
bt C Beectwr (GB) 6-3 6-4; T Lartham lAus) 
bt P Erhard: (Geri 6-4 6-1; T Katola (Hn) ot M 
BertDin) (Kj B-4 6-7 6-4. 

SYBASE OPEN (San Josa, CaBfbmia) Rnt 
ntuod: P Sampras lUS) br A Radulescu (Gar) 


7-6 6-3; D Newer (Can) bl R Wonet^ (\K) 
6-1 6L0. 

MARSEILLE MEN'S OPEN Shotas, fhat 
raand: S Brugueta (3p) bt C Piofcne (Ft) 6-1 
6-7 6-1; M Larsson iSws) bt F d*«t [Sol 2-6 
6-4 6-3: A Chesnofcow (Rua) bt 0 Wattra ff=h 

4- 9 6-2 6-4; L Roux iFri bt A Olhovsky iRus) 
6-1 2-6 6-4. 

RAMS WOMENS OPBI SMu, that round: 
K Habaxlwa (Slovak) bt N Dedw (Fri 2-6 6-4 

6- 3; C Rubm (US) HK Arendt OK) 6-1 6-1: 
Y Basuta (fridon) bt B Schett (Auu 64 7-5: N 
Taraat (Fr) bt F Label (Atg 6-1 6-2. 

DUBAI OPEN MEN'S TOURNAMENT SteEtos, 
find round: R Vtrajfcat iNeOtl WL Paw pndi 

5- 7 64 6-2: P Cash (fus) bt C Costa PSp) 7-6 

7- 6: B UHtveeh (Cz Rep) bt B hartacner (Gar) 
64 6-3; J Now* iCzRcpi bt C Moya ISp> 2-6 

6- 0 7-5: A Costa iSp) bi 0 Prtwsfr (Gen 6-2 
6-4; B Backer (G«1KKG«*ierlGeit 6-2 6-7 
6-2:3 stone (Aue) KDfSM rttRao) 7-5 6-3: 
H J Davids iNetm tn R Futlsri (lu 64 7-6; J 
Owner (US) H A MadKdev (UKri 6-3 6-3. 


SNOW REPORT - 


in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


WORLD AUniC CHAMPIONSHIPS (SesMara, 
R) HailMWon IMVMOOmn (Sun 
2nan 4aSsec um 1^452): 2 L Ifus ffkrt 
2:4935 (t24JO, 124.76k 3 ASehiffaw (AuB 
2:40.68 Ct25-05. 124^31; 4 S LodW IS w» 
2:49.71 (124.43. 105^31; 5 P ACCOM (Sw« 
230 J4 1125.17. 12457); 9 K4 Aaraodl (NcO 
Z50J7 (124,68. 125.49); 7 H Knaun (Art) 
t«122 024.75. 12SA7): 9 T ftao® (Can) 
=50.82 IU 24 & 9 . 12&B3): ■ R Sabssber (Add 
215098 [1124.75. Id2&23); iSTNyberf 
ISml 2:5U5 (1^5.47, 1J5.78L 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Uruguay had three players - 
Daniel Fonseca, Gustavo 
Mendez and Nelson Abeijon 
j - sent off in the last five irun^- 
| utes of their 4^3 defeat to 
Ecuador in a South American 
World Cup qualifier in Quito 
yesterday. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts In Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fox: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glanoe fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
„ best snow - by fax. 

Call SKJFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 
rBfcMnDradraFHa 


AROUND THE RESORTS 

• 

Resort 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Aren 

open 

Last 

snow 

Lwr 

cm 

Upp 

cm 


AfcmWDnVno 

-XoU. tfry snow 

100% 

3.2 

140 

280 

*tn cinudy 


Annul 

-JTmi packed base 

95% 

3 J 

90 

150 

UnsattW 


AUSTRIA 








KfeMhel 

— Lack of snow at tf) feels 

50% 

6J 

5 

30 CUud. windy 


Htyls/gi- woJ on hbnsoriu^dysmv 

93% 

62 

5 

45CkMd.Wtavw 


BULGARIA 








Bormti ...» 

-..Very poor. 3® deteriorating 

10% 

L2 

0 

15 Maonysunny 


CANADA 








WTdsOar 

„_Man# mectae-poored 

83% 

255 

255 

170Cterand any 

* , 

FRANCE 







• ' "I 

FMne 

« m toreie 

90% 

52 

80 

230 

Unsettled 


UQumz 

— Beit rfefisj. aDewA lSOOm 

99% 

S2 

45 

240 

Unsettled 


ITALY 








LMXAd^...^. 

Aburdancw of CCfcL dry snow 100% 

20.1 

85 

180 


, 


„BswsJere sector good 

90% 

23.1 

50 

230 

Venable 


NORWAY 







J; 

BeBo 

...WCXsd Dowter 100% 

1D.2 

50 

50 

Ckudybutcafcn 

L 

SWITZERLAND 







l’; 

St Moritz. . M ... 

__Cnao. dry wm erwrage 

100% 

52 

as 

180 


. i 

a Ol 1ACT — h»— 

__Mainly peefrad powder 

90% 

bjt 

45 

100 

Unsettled 


UNITED STATES 






i u • 

BroekiMitdfla — S amAhtL diy snow on trials 

93% 

6.2 

150 

lSOMairty doudy 

i 

Mommoth 

..Awn arm At av fetes 

100% 

42 

330 

usociear and eafrn 

' i 


WW 133 345 
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£ One of us 

0 Andrew Caddick, England’s 
Kiwi, away at home, page 26 
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Generation game 

Ken Jones on the age gap 
and athletes, page 26 
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Captain 


calms 


club and 


country 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


Phil de Glanville may not be 
playing the most persuasive 
rugby of his career, but at least 
he is still thinking a good game. 
England's captain yesterday did 
his level best to stabilise the 
mood of his troops in advance 
of this weekend’s hazardous 
Five Nations confrontation with 
Ireland in Dublin, appealing for 
a common-sense approach both 
on and off the pitch. 

It has been an awkward few 
days for the Bath centre, who 
must be finding it far easier to 
captain the national side than 
to exercise any semblance of 
control over events at his own 
club. 

The harassed English cham- 
pions' decision to dump John 
Hall as their director of rugby 
on Tuesday came as an ill- 
timed and unpleasant surprise 
to the skipper, and he is begin- 
ning to doubt whether there is 
any such thing as a straightfor- 
ward, trouble-free build-up to 
an international. 

Tm starting to get used to 
this," De Glanville said yester- 
day. “There seems to be some 
sort of upheaval before every 
England game. If it's not a 

E mblem at Bath, it’s someone 
aving a snipe at Jack Rowell’s 
coaching. In the end, you just 
have to switch off from it and 
focus yourself on the matter in 
hand" 

Easier said than done. Con- 
stant criticism of Rowell’s con- 
tribution to the England cause, 
much of it from coaching pre- 
decessors, has prompted De 
Glanville to leap to the defence 
of his old mentor on several re- 
cent occasions and he was bang- 
ing the same drum before 
yesterday's training session at 
Bisham Abbey. 

“I think it's important that 
whoever the Rugby Football 
Union appoints as coach at the 
end of the Five Nations cam- 
paign is given the job right 
through to the World Cup in 
1 999.” he said. “What is more, 
the coach needs to be full- 
time. There is no other way, now 
that the pressure to perform is 
so great 

“If the Rugby Football Union 
backs Jack - and I hope they do, 
because he is a shrewd man in- 


tellectually and possesses an 
outstanding rugby brain -it will 
be down to Kim as to whether 
he wants to make that sort of 
commitment. He has other 
things going on in his Life and 
he would need to pare those 
back, but I think it would be very 
difficult indeed to find anyone 
with a better understanding of 
thegame." 

Tne clarity of De GLanville’s 
thinking was also evident in his 
attitude to the severe physical 
test awaiting him and his side 
in Dublin. 

“There are some very hard 
yards to be fought over at Lans- 
downe Road,” he said. “No 
one is more aware of that than 
us and we're not getting carried 
away by the fact that we scored 
three tries in five minutes 
against the Scots a fortnight ago, 
gratifying though that was. In 

my view, it is damaging to over- 
react in rugby, either to defeat 
or to victory." 

The French, legendary over- 
reactors when it comes to team 
selection, have made six 
changes for their match with 
Wales at the Parc des Princes in 
Paris. On this occasion, how- 
ever, they cannot be accused of 
a knee-jerk approach; injury and 
suspension has forced them 
into the revamp of almost a 
third of their side. 

Franck Tburuaire, the prop 
forward unilaterally suspended 
for kicking Ireland’s Allan 
Clarke in the face during the 
first round of Five Nations 
matches last month, is replaced 
by Jean-Louis Jordana, while 
Richard Castel gets a run in the 
back row in place of Philippe 
Benetton, who has a broken jaw. 

Among the threequaiteis. 
Richard Dourthe and Laurent 
Lefiamand come in at centre and 
wing in place of the indisposed 
Thomas Gastaigncde and Emile 
Nlamack respectively. The oth- 
er changes are at half-back, 
where the Brive pairing of 
Philippe Carbonneau and 
Christoghe Lamaison fill in for 
Btbien Galthie and Alain Penaud. 


FRANCE fv Wales. Rvn ftettoas' 
ouhtp. Pare 0 m Prince*, Saturday): J-L 
Sadoomy (CQknueo): L URamaad (Bow- 
BOrt. R Dourtta iDax], S Qtaa (Boufgovtl. 
O Vwnflttl Brfue); C Lamaiaan (Bnve). P Car- 
tioanaaM (Bitue); F Pateoa (Dax). A Bamzzf 
lAgen. capo. R Ca a tei <Ben*3. h Mtata 
iToutouse). O Made (Montfenand), A-Louta 
Jordana (Toulouse]. M Dal Maso lAaenj. C 
CaKano fTouKusa}. flaptacamanta: S Vlzrs 
(&MI. D Aucaffw (Paul. 6 Acoocabany 
iB’gJesUonleaw], O Magna {Dad. PIHcp- 
CsvdavMa (Paul. M Deft>u*efmwt [ToUon). 





Andreas Schrfferer, of Austria, bends a pole on his way to third place in the giant slalom race at the World Alpine Skiing Championships in Sestriere yesterday. The 
event was won by Switzerland’s Michael von Grueningen with the silver medal going to Lasse Kjus, of Norway Photograph: Michael Leckel/Reuter 
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Le Tissier’s phone call 
embarrasses Hoddle 


Football 


ANDREW MARTIN 



ACROSS 

I Trim cut - hint for cook (S) 
5 Fnislrate the spirit (6) 

° Might it provide a recipe for 
lax evasion? (44) 

10 Make point during case (.6) 


27 Remove from heal - soup’s 
cooked {5 ,3) 


1 i Learned Longfellow’s mea- 
sure tend of 'Hiawatha'. 


note) (Si 

i~ Pku is rank, oik filled with 
slugs (6) 

14 No time for anger in compa- 
ny with .American brave (10) 

15 Plant in current caught by 
one reding in? ( 10) 

22 Lords, say. involved in mis- 
representations (6) 

23 Quixote knocks back round, 
including pop! (8) 

24 Got a lot more than olheis? 

25 Ladylike dress, new, covered 
by salary?.. (S) 

2 (> - Odds on outfit’s showing 
ornamentations (6) 


DOWN 

1 Twist, getting money on the 
Parisian (6) 

2 One's birthplace is furnished 
with Southern settles (6) 

3 What’s to become of the 


guy- (h) 

4 Irregular Union point - 
nothing on cuts, we hear < 10) 

6 Trap girl pinching silver (8) 

7 Judge reduced case tension 

(SI 

8 Quite unlike ’The Observer’ 

„ IS) 

1 j A right to have an address on 
the house? (4.6) 

15 Wolf s making for swamps 


Matthew Le Tissier is in a tizz. 
A headline writer's dream cer- 
tainly, but the Southampton 
striker's loose lips were feared 
to have sunk Glenn Hoddle's 
England ship before last night's 
World Cup qualifier at 
Wembley had begun. 

Le Tissier may face the wrath 
of the Football Association - 
not least his aational coach - af- 
ter revealing England's plans to 
the Italians via an unwise 
phone call to his brother, Karl. 

Le Tissier was among the 
starting XI last night, but there 
was speculation that Hoddle 
had contemplated dropping the 
Channel Islander before the 
critical Group Two qualifier as 


punishment. After a week of 
tactical hide-and-seek with his 
Italian counterpart, Cesare 
Maldini, Le Tissier’s phone call 
home appeared to have spoOt 
Hoddle's Wembley surprise. 

Hoddle's master plan fea- 
tured a recall for Le Ttsaer and 
Liverpool's Steve McManaman 
in a free-roving role behind Alan 
Shearer, but were wrecked when 
the player made a call to family 
in Guernsey on Tuesday night 
The news leaked out when 
the words of his brother, Karl, 
were broadcast on national ra- 
dio. outlining England’s tactics. 

“What an idiot!" was one FA 
official’s reaction to the news. 

Hoddle must have been left 
wondering if there was any way 
of repairing the damage; perhaps 
by changing his plans, which 
were revealed to include Gary 


Neville in defence alongside Sol 
Campbell and Stuart Pearce, 
with no places for Gareth South- 
gate or Tony Adams. 

The news took the edge off 
Le Tissier’s recall to the start- 
ing line-up for the first time 
since the fil-feted game under 
Terry Venables in Dublin. 

“He had no intimation what- 
soever when the team was an- 
nounced,” his brother told BBC 
Radio Guernsey whose inter- 
view was then replayed by Ra- 
dio Five live. “He was very 
surprised. We were very sur- 
prised too, because he has 
played a iot better than he is at 
the moment and never got on." 

Karl further embarrassed his 
brother, adding: “He’s gpt a free 
role just behind Shearer. Matt 
and Mc Manaman both lave the 
freedom to roam around." 



Elusive 


TORONTO WITH NIAGARA 


BA 747 from Heathrow to Toronto on 22 May, 10 Jufyr 
6 August, 29 August or 6 September# five nights at 
deluxe Sheraton • city tour * Niagara with helicopter 
• harbour cruise • CN Tower luncheon ► Phan ton of 
the Opera • Concorde supersonk; return £1,999 


MONACO GRAND PRIX 


Eurostar to Paris on 10 May • city tour • overnight 
• Concorde supersonic to Nice • luncheon and 
reserved seat for Monaco Grand Prix af Mirabean ? 
Hotel • return by private jet to Healhrcrar £1,499 . 


0RIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 


Major launches 2006 quest 


Concorde to Tenerife on 32 April • seven night Oriana:- 
cruise to Southampton via Lanzarote, La PaIma, Lis6ffli . 
and Vigo • Orient-Express to Victoria £1^9991 . 


John Major yesterday officially 
launched England's bid to host 
the 2006 World Cup finals - with 
the full support of some of Eng- 
lish finest footballers. • 

Sir Stanley Matthews, Sir Bob- 


by Charlton, Nat Lofthouse and 
Tom Finney all said they totally 


17 Mad on Eastern ornament as { 
a present (8) j 

19 One declines to go around I 


g j unc oecunes to go an 

riginal manufacturer's fun- „ Northern 
iwUn wrought iron (S) ^ touse of cards? (6) 

21 Arrival of five in port 


rime (6) 


port on 
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Tom Finney all said they totally 
supported the attempt to bring 
the World Cup back to England 
40 years after the country last 
hosted the finals in 1966. 

Hie Prime Minister, address- 
ing a reception at No 10 Down- 
ing Street, said: “I believe it will 
be magnificently done and our 
facilities will be the equal of any 
in the world by then. There is no 
doubt about the desire of the 
British public to support the 
competition here." 

A key element of the English 
bid is the rebuilding of Wemb- 
ley Stadium, and the Prime 
Minister added: “The Twin Tow- 


ers wQl remain but the rest of 
Wembley wflj be a magnificent 
stadium."’ 

Sir Stanley Matthews, who 
playsd in the 1950, 1954 and 1958 
World Cups, said: “I think h is 
very important for the future of 
the game in England. It seems to 
me that Germany has got then- 
bid in first but Tm hoping that 
won’t make a difference, because 
there are still a few years to go 
before a decision is made. I 
think our stadiums are as good 
now or better than theirs or any- 
one eke’s in the world and we can 
more than match anyone's bid." 

Finney, who played along- 
sde Matthews for England in the 
1950s, added: “Wfe fefl behind the 
rest of the wedd in the 1970s and 
1980s but have come back 
strongly in the last few years. We 
might not have won the Euro- 
pean Championship last year, but 


the country won in terms of the 
atmosphere and the way die na- 
tion got behind the team." 

England and Germany are just 
two of the countries bidding to 
host the finals in nine years 
time, with rival bids expected 
from South Africa, Australia, 
Morocco and Egypt - and per- 
haps joint bids from Brazil/Ar- 
gentina and Peru/Ecuador. 

Ail bids must be submitted by 
the end of 1999 with the decision 
announced by Fife, world foot- 
ball’s governing body, in June 
2000. Earlier this month Uefa. 
European football’s governing 
body, announced it was giving its 
support to Germany's bid. and 
Lennart Johansson, the Uefa. 
president, hinted on Tuesday 
that he would still back Ger- 
many’s bid. “1 know what deci- 
sion I made and I know who was 
there.” he said. 



Concorde supersonic from Heathrow to Bergen on 
19 June • two night Oriana cruise to Southampton 
• Orient-Express to Victoria £ 1,299 . 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 16 August + ax 
night Oriana cruise to Tenerife via Praia da Rocha 
and Casablanca • Concorde to Heathrow '££&$: 


For our fall colour brodtttrt, 
pkese telephone: : 

0181-992 7000 ... 

arwriuto _ r 

SUPERLAIIVE TRAVEL 

43, Woodhurst Road, London, W3 6SS 


















